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Yugoslavia’s Forest 


Resources 


B. ROBERT SARICH 


EUROPEAN DIVISION, OIT 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


1, Seen is located at the cross- 
roads between Western and Eastern 
Europe. It is bounded on the north by 
Austria and Hungary, on the east by Ru- 
mania and Bulgaria, on the south by 
Greece and Albania and on the west it 
faces Italy and the Adriatic Sea. Be- 
cause of its position, Yugoslavia is both 
a Central European and a Balkan coun- 
try. 

Although small in area, Yugoslavia is a 
land of many physical and climatic con- 
trasts. The country is essentially moun- 
tainous, its ranges extending from the 
northwestern Province of Slavenia, bor- 
dering Italy, to the Greek frontier. On 
the west, this chain of high mountains 
slopes abruptly toward the Adriatic Sea, 
whereas on the east it descends gradually 
into the great plains of the Danube Val- 
ley. Besides the Province of Slavenia, 
the mountain range, generally covered 
with forests, embraces also the Provinces 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina and Montenegro. 
The lowlands of the north, adjoining the 
Sava, Drava, Morava, and Danube River 
systems, represent the most productive 

gricultural area. 


Vast Forested Areas 


Forestry has always been an outstand- 
ing feature in the economic life of Yugo- 
slavia, and in forest density the country 
ranks sixth in Europe. About one-third 
of the country’s total area of 24,715,000 
hectares is covered with forests, contain- 
ing some 825,380,397 cubic meters of tim- 
ber, and engaging 64,417 persons in forest 
exploitation. It is estimated that about 
40 percent of the Yugoslav yearly pro- 
duction of timber could be used for 
export. 

The most densely wooded areas are lo- 
cated in the regions of Bosnia-Herzego- 
vina, Serbia, and Montenegro, whereas 
Dalmatia, along the Adriatic coast, and 
Voivodina, in the northern Danubian 
plain, are the least wooded. 

Forest activities in Yugoslavia are 
closely related to the transportation and 
exploitation problems. Forests in the 
north, in Slavenia particularly, are near 
good railroad lines, connecting the tim- 
ber industries with neighboring countries 
and to the seaboard, and the same is true 
of Serbia. Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
Montenegro, however, are highly moun- 
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tainous districts, with few railway lines. 
During World War II the easily accessible 
forests were overexploited. Less acces- 
sible forests are now being opened for 
exploitation, but since very little trans- 
portation is done by rafts, their full use 
depends on improved railway facilities. 
The Government has utilized parts of 
several foreign loans for rail and road 
construction. 


Types of Trees 


Some 80 percent (5,795,000 hectares) 
of the total Yugoslav forest area, is cov- 
ered with deciduous (hardwood) trees, 
and 20 percent (1,453,000) with conifer- 
ous (softwood) trees. Table 1 shows the 
respective size of areas covered by the 
various types of trees: 


TABLE 1.—T ype of Trees in l’orested Areas 
of Yugoslavia 


Forest 
area (in 
1,000 
hectares) ! 


Type of trees 


Pure-stand trees: 
Beech only 


bn 
= 


Oak only. 777 
Softwood trees of one type 496 
Other hardwood trees of one particular 
type 146 
Total, individual forests 2, 898 
Mixed-stand trees: 
Various hardwoods 2, 791 
Hardwoods and softwoods 1,145 
Various softwoods 414 
Total, mixed forests 3 4,350 
Total, all forests 7. 248 


1 1 hectare=2.471 acres, 
2 40 percent of total forested area. 
$60 percent of total forested area. 


The most numerous hardwood trees 
are beech, followed by oak, and other 
varieties such as birch, ash, alder, horn- 
beam, lime, field maple, elm, walnut, and 
cherry, and the most common softwood 
varieties are fir, pine, and spruce. 


Age and Annual Growth of Trees 


The age-class distribution of Yugoslav 
forests is as follows: 43 percent of all 
trees are under 40 years of age; 24 per- 
cent are between 41 and 80 years old, 
and 33 percent are more than 80 years 
old. 

Compared with other European coun- 
tries, the annual increment of Yugoslav 
trees is rather low: 2 cubic meters per 
hectare of stem wood (Germany 4 cubic 
meters). The latest statistics published, 
with regard to the gross annual growth, 
revealed that in 1938 the increment was 


15,900,000 cubic meters. It is estimated 
that the postwar annual growth is be- 
tween 16,000,000 and 20,000,000 cubic 
meters. 


Felling of Trees 


In the prewar year of 1938 approx- 
imately 22,600,000 cubic meters of timber 
were felled. Of this quantity 5,800,000 
cubic meters (26 percent). were hard- 
wood trees, whereas 16,800,000 cubic 
meters (74 percent) were softwood. Al- 
though two-thirds of the Yugoslav for- 
ested area consists of hardwood, 74 per- 
cent of the total cut consisted of soft- 
wood. The explanation for this may be 
that coniferous trees have a greater 
density and grow more rapidly, and 
on the world markets there is a greater 
demand for softwood. The same trend 
may be observed in postwar Yugoslav 
exports of timber. 

In 1948, approximately 26,272,000 cubic 
meters of timbers were felled, of which 
10,643,775 cubic meters were used for 
industrial purposes. Yugoslav timber 
production could be increased by the use 
of modern machinery, and the Govern- 
ment has made efforts in this direction. 
In October 1949, Yugoslavia received 
$2,700,000 from the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development 
with which to finance purchases of tim- 
ber equipment from the United States. 
Part of another loan of $28,000,000, 
granted by the same bank in October 
1951, is to be used for the erection of new 
plants for the manufacture of plywood, 
wallboard, wood pulp and kraft paper. 
Availability of increased timber supplies 
will benefit Western European countries 
where the demand for wood is still high. 


Timber Consumption 


The only statistics available on the 
consumption of timber date from the 
prewar period. They show that, of the 





Typical forestry settkement in Yugoslavia. 
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Equipment purchased through interna- 


tional loans is used for modernization 
of exploitation of forests in Yugoslavia. 


total timber cut in 1938, 56.6 percent 
was used for firewood, 34.9 percent for 
other purposes and 8.5 percent was 
waste. The unusually high percentage 
of timber used for firewood is attributed 
to the fact that wood is used extensively 
as household fuel. It is believed that the 
postwar consumption of timber, in gen- 
eral, has followed the prewar pattern. 
As indicated in the preceding analysis, 
annual cutting of trees in Yugoslavia, on 
the average, exceeds by several million 
cubic meters the annualincrement. This 
situation threatens the country’s forest 
resources. Concerning reforestation ef- 
forts, only figures for 1937 have been 
published and they reveal that 20,763,302 
trees were planted during that year. 


Timber Exports 


Yugoslav production of timber not 
only covers domestic requirements for 
fuel and construction purposes, but also 
provides sizable quantities for exports. 
The timber trade has always been an im- 
portant factor in the economic life of the 
country. Before World War II, forestry 
products represented, on the average, 
one-third of the annual tonnage and 
one-fifth of the value of total exports. 
During World War II, forest railways, 
roads, and industries suffered heavy 
damage and, as a result, exports of tim- 
ber in the early postwar period were very 
limited. Although exports of wood have 
not reached the prewar level, they have 
increased steadily, to become the leading 
export product of the country. In 1950 
Yugoslavia exported a total of 1,294,751 
metric tons of wood and wood products, 
valued at 2,581,765,000 dinars, represent- 
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ing 32.7 percent of the total value of all 
exports. ($1—50 dinars according to the 
Official Yugoslav exchange rate 1950.) 
Table 2 shows the most important 
wood products exported during 1950. 


TABLE 2.—Erports of Principal Wood 
Products in 1950 


Quantity) Value (in 


Wood product (in metric 1,000 


tons dinars) 
Sawn timber, total 603, 697 | 1, 784, 169 
Conifer 392, 618 960, 798 
Beech 145, 890 482, O12 
Oak 55, 370 301, 300 
Ash 8, 545 35, 203 
Other 1, 274 | 4, 856 
Pulpwood, total 299, 539 240, 053 
Beech 204, 131 142, 483 
Conifer 94, 914 97, 215 
Other, hard 494 355 
Fuel wood, total. 189, 370 103, 393 
Beech 186, 164 101, 734 
Other 3, 206 1, 659 
Sleepers, total 48, 845 82, 983 
Oak and beech 33, 314 56, 943 
Pine and fir 15, 529 26, 040 
Logs, total 16, 747 56, 313 
Beech peelers 13, 6389 22, 704 
Walnut, oak, and veneer 3, 108 33, 609 
Conifer pitprops, total 62, O74 47, 734 
Veneer sheets, total 18, 254 30, 880 


Beech 5, 108 3, 240 
Other 13, 151 27, 640 


Besides the wood products mentioned 
above, Yugoslav exports included also 
telephone poles, slab-sidings, strips for 
parquet, plywood, boxboards, wooden 
barrels, furniture, and numerous less im- 
portant items. 

Yugoslav timber has a good reputation 
on world markets, particularly on the 
European market. The United Kingdom 
and Italy are traditionally the largest 
importers of Yugoslav wood, followed by 
Austria, the Netherlands, Switzerland, 
Western Germany, Belgium, and Trieste. 
Argentina also is buying Yugoslav timber 
and steadily increasing the volume of its 
purchases. In recent years, Egypt has 
become an important market for Yugo- 
slav wood. Smaller quantities of wood 
products are exported to a fairly large 
number of other countries, including the 
United States. In table 3 are listed the 
principal importing countries of Yugo- 
slav wood and wood products during the 
year 1950. 


TABLE 3.—Principal Markets for Yugoslav 
Wood and Wood Products in 1950 


al a iia enertek — (in 
mporting country | (im metric bad 
tena) dinars) 
-- - — - _=- = - - = | - - - — 
United Kingdom 414, 333 1, O85, 448 
Italy 489, 122 551, 791 
Argentina 48, 368 199, 882 
Austria - _. 60, 659 121, 495 
Egypt__-- 42, 402 120, 229 
Netherlands... 29, 449 113, 602 
Switzerland _. 19, 748 56, 917 
Western Germany... 61, 664 52, 176 
Belgium 30, 368 50, 177 
Trieste__- a 30, 269 38, 896 


In 1950 small quantities of Yugoslav 
timber and wood products reached the 
United States market. The bulk of 
these imports were sawn-oak timber, 





sawn-conifer timber, bentwood chairs, 
and wooden handles. The complete list 
of United States imports is shown in 
table 4. 


TABLE 4.—Yugoslaw Erports to the United 
States of Wood and Wood Products, 1950 


| Quantity Value (in 
(in metric 1,000 
tons dinars 


Type of product 


Sawn-oak timber 559 1, 737 
Sawn-conifer timber 711 1, 448 
Sawn-beech timber __- 212 340 
Strips for parquet 54 533 
Bentwood chairs 114 | 1, 586 
Wooden handles 601 1, 27 
Wooden sticks 78 37 
Wooden lasts 69 x) 


Growing Demand Anticipated 


It may be concluded from the fore- 
going data that the United States is not 
a potential market for Yugoslav wood 
products and that an increase in volume 
of such exports is rather unlikely. How- 
ever, Europe, the Middle East, and a part 
of South America are excellent markets 
for Yugoslav timber. It is reasonable to 
anticipate that there will be a growing 
demand for Yugoslav timber, not only 
for construction purposes, but also in re- 
lation to the defense efforts now under 
way in Western Europe. With improved 
communication facilities and moderniza- 
tion of equipment, to which the Govern- 
ment is devoting part of the recent loan 
from the International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development, Yugoslavia 
will be able to increase the volume of its 
timber exports and thus further con- 
tribute toward the defense of Western 
Europe. 





Because most of Yugoslavia’s forests are 
in mountainous regions, cable railways 
are used extensively. 
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New Requirements for 
Ceylon Government 


The Ceylon Government is calling for bids 
covering the supply and delivery of the fol- 
lowing commodities: 

Blotting paper. 
March 4, 1952. 

Newsprint. Bidding period closes March 
4, 1952. 

Carbon paper. Bidding period closes March 
4, 1952. 

Impression paper. Bidding period closes 
March 4, 1952. 

Printing paper. 
March 4, 1952. 

Portland cement. Bidding period closes 
February 26, 1952. 

Galvanized steel barbed wire. Bidding pe- 
riod closes February 26, 1952. 

Full particulars concerning these procure- 
ments, including tender notices, conditions 
of contract, and specifications, are obtainable 
on a loan basis from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C.; or the Ceylon 
Embassy, 2148 Wyoming Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington, D.C. United States firms requesting 
specifications from the Department of Com- 
merce should specify item number and 
commodity. 

Quotations on the above items should be 
addressed to the Chairman, Tender Board, 
Ministry of Finance, P. O. Box 500, Colombo, 
Ceylon. 


Bidding period closes 


Bidding period closes 


Iron and Steel Factory 
Planned for Ceylon 


The Acting Director of Industries, Colombo, 
Ceylon, has issued a call for tenders for the 
delivery and erection of a plant for the manu- 
facture of iron and steel products. An in- 
itial production of 5,000 to 7,000 tons of pig 
iron per year is planned for the early stages, 
with ultimate capacity of 18,000 to 25,000 
tons. End products will include merchant 
sections, hoop iron, rivets and washers, wood 
screws, bolts and nuts, wire products, and 
railway materials. 

A copy of the notice of tender and general 
conditions of contract may be obtained on 
a loan basis from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Tenders in quadruplicate should be ad- 
dressed to the Chairman, Tender Board, 
Ministry of Industries, Industrial Research 
and Fisheries, Colombo, Ceylon, and should 
be received in Colombo not later than March 
28, 1952. 


Advertising Space Offered in 


Ty . 
Yugoslav Economic Paper 

The Yugoslav Chamber of Commerce has 
arranged for advertising space to be made 


available in the local economic daily paper 
“Ekonomski Dnevnik”. The Chamber of 
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Commerce, in informing the U. S. Embassy 
of this recent development, stated in part, 
“following the reorganization of Yugoslavia’s 
foreign trade, an ever-expanding number of 
this country’s importers and exporters are 
keen on establishing contacts with well- 
known foreign houses” and adds, “we should 
like to draw your attention to the undoubted 
advantages the businessmen from the United 
States of America interested in the Yugoslav 


Prepared in the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Office of International Trade 


market could gain by advertising in Eko- 
nomski Dnevnik, the only Yugolsav economic 
newspaper publishing advertisements of for- 
eign firms.” The newspaper is, reportedly, 
an exclusive source of information regarding 
commodity markets, foreign-exchange quo- 
tations, and general world-trade news, as 
well as of inquiries and offers from abroad. 

A sample copy of the daily, also general 
terms, and advertising rates, are available 





and abroad. 


on the inside front cover, for $1 each. 


Advertising Novelties: 3. 
Air-Conditioning Apparatus: 55. 
Alcoholic Beverages: 79, 102, 103. 
Automotive Accessories: 5, 66, 106. 
Bicycles (Motor): 93. 

Building Materials: 107. 
Chemicals: 1, 14, 32, 80, 90, 99. 
Chinaware: 52. 

Clothing: 100. 

Cutlery: 15. 


74. 
Embroideries: 78. 
Foodstuffs: 4, 40, 92, 96. 
Furniture: 21. 
Glass Products: 20, 26, 27, 36. 
Hardware: 29, 48, 88, 92. 
Hemp Products: 17, 18. 


107. 
Instruments: 15, 37, 50. 
Jewelry: 19, 45, 62. 
Leather Goods: 39. 


clusive. 
Machinery and Accessories: 


95, 97, 99. 





Editor’s Note 


The firms and individuals listed herewith have recently expressed their interest in 
buying or selling in the United States, or the representation of United States firms. 
Most of these trade opportunities have been reported by American Foreign Service 
officers abroad, following requests by local firms for assistance in locating American 
trade contacts. Interested United States firms should correspond directly with the 
firms listed concerning any projected business arrangements. In specific instances, 
and as noted in individual listings, supplementary data, such as trade literature, 
photographs, price information, or samples, are available from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, U. S. Department of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

While every effort is made to include only firms or individuals of good repute, the 
Department of Commerce cannot assume any responsibility for any transactions 
undertaken with these firms. The usual precautions should be taken in all cases, 
and all transactions are subject to prevailing laws and regulations in this country 


World Trade Directory Reports are available to qualified United States firms on the 
firms listed herein, and may be obtained upon request from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division of the Department of Commerce, or through the Field Offices listed 


Index, by Commodities 


[Numbers Shown Here Refer to Numbered Items in Subsequent Classified Sections] 


Electrical Supplies and Equipment: 34, 58, 


Household Items: 22, 25, 46, 49, 65, 88, 98, 


Licensing Opportunities: 1 through 12, in- 


Industrial—7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 28, 29, 30, 33, 
35, 38, 51, 53, 57, 72, 75, 76, 84, 87, 89, 


Metal Products: 47, 48, 56. 

Mica Products: 73. 

Millinery: 60. 

Musical Instruments: 63. 

Notions: 41, 45, 60, 88. 

Novelties: 77, 88, 92. 

Ores: 68. 

Ornaments and Trimmings: 16, 26, 56. 
Paper Products and Pulp: 47, 59, 90, 104. 
Pharmaceutical Specialties: 64, 85, 94. 
Photographic Goods: 82, 108. 
Pigments, Paints, and Varnishes: 9, 23, 83. 
Plastics: 6, 106. 

Porcelain Ware: 26. 

Processes: 2, 4. 

Railroad Equipment: 72. 

Seeds: 68, 80. 

Skins: 68, 86. 

Stationery Items: 31, 42, 61, 67. 

Steel Products: 13, 24, 47, 101. 
Tankers: 71. 

Textiles: 18, 69, 70, 88, 106. 
Therapeutic Apparatus: 54. 

Tools: 33, 43, 44, 51, 72. 

Toys: 62, 88, 92, 104. 

Waste: 81. 

Wire Products: 16, 56, 57, 109. 

Yarns: 16, 18, 90. 














on a loan basis from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

United States business firms interested in 
the Yugoslav market are invited to address 
their inquiries to Ekonomski Dnevnik, Uzun 
Mirkova 4, P. O. B. 47, Belgrade, Yugoslavia. 


Ties and Timbers To Be 
Purchased by Pakistan 


The Government of Pakistan invites bids, 
until February 20, 1952, for the supply of 
176,000 Nos B. G. wooden sleepers (9 feet x 10 
inches x 5 inches), 500 cu. ft. bridge timbers, 
and 10,700 cu. ft. crossing timbers of sizes 
required by the N. W. Railway during the 
year 1952-53. 

Copy of the bidding conditions and spec- 
ifications may be obtained from the Com- 
merical Division, Embassy of Pakistan, 2315 
Massachusetts Avenue NW., Washington, 
D. C., subject to a charge of $7.15 for each set, 
which amount will not be refunded. 

It is reported that the Director General, 
Railways, Ministry of Communications, Rail- 
way Division, Government of Pakistan, 
Karachi, reserves the right to reject the low- 
est or any tender without assigning any 
reason therefor and may accept any tender 
in part. This call is being made simulta- 
neously in Pakistan, London, Washington, 
and India. 


North Sumatra Offers to 
Export Forest Products 


The Office of Bupati Karoland is interested 
in stimulating the export of forest products, 
principally Getah Djelutong (chicle) and 
Getah Majang (Majang rubber), a tree gum 
used to preserve ships’ cables. 

United States manufacturers interested in 
importing the above products are invited to 
address their inquiries to Radja Mula Mamk, 
c/o Office of Bupati Karoland, Kabandjahe, 
North Sumatra. 


Cables Required by 
Egyptian Government 


Bids are invited by the Government of 
Egypt for the supply and delivery of cables 
for the Cairo Electricity & Gas Administra- 
tion. 

Tender forms and specifications are obtain- 
able, subject to a charge of $5.75, from the 
Egyptian Embassy, Bureau of the Egyptian 
Commercial Counsellor, 2310 Decatur Place, 
NW., Washington 8, D. C. 

Bids will be accepted until February 8, 1952, 
and should be sent direct to the Cairo Elec- 
tricity & Gas Administration, 53, Foad El 
Awal Street, Cairo, Egypt. 


Additional Needs for New 


Zealand’s Power Project 


The New Zealand State Hydro-Electric De- 
partment, at Wellington, has issued a call 
for bids, until April 15, 1952, for the supply 
and delivery of one 200,000-kv.-a. 110/11kV 
T. C. O. L. transformer bank and spare unit 
for the new Plymouth Substation. This pro- 
curement is identified as Contract No. 194. 

Specifications are obtainable on a loan 
basis from the Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or the Office of the Commer- 
cial Counsellor, New Zealand Embassy, 1346 
Connecticut Avenue NW., Suite 210, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


New Equipment for Damodar 
Valley Corporation, India 
Bids are invited until February 29, 1952, 


by the Damodar Valley Corporation, Calcutta, 
India, for the fabrication, delivery, and in- 
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stallation of nine radial crest gates and hoist 
equipment for the Konar Dam project in the 
District of Hazaribagh, Bihar. 

Specifications are available on a loan basis 
from the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

Bids should be directed to the Damodar 
Valley Corporation, Anderson House, Alipore, 
Calcutta, India. 


Licensing Opportunities 


1. Austria—Steirische Chemie Aktienge- 
sellschaft (producer of carbon disulphide, 
hardening agents, acetic acid, byproducts and 
intermediate products), Kapfenberg, is inter- 
ested in being licensed by American firms 
with their patents and processes for the pro- 
duction of carbon bisulphide by modern 
thermo-electric methods. Firm states its 
present plant capacity is 1,700 tons of carbon 
bisulphide each month. 

2. England—Ernest J. Bursteen (sole rep- 
resentative for German owner of process), 118 
Bayswater Road, London, W. 2, offers to li- 
cense for production in the United States a 
process for dyeing, cleaning and recondition- 
ing fabrics. Additional information and lit- 
erature available on a loan basis. 

3. France—‘PUBLIDEAL” (wholesaler, 
commission merchant, and sales agent for 
a complete line of advertising articles), 36 
Rue de Cheverus, Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes 
to be licensed by American firms for the 
manufacture in France of all kinds of adver- 
tising novelties and specialties made of plas- 
tic, glass, metal, wood, etc. Firm is inter- 
ested in low-priced and quality items for 
future distribution through its sales organi- 
zation to its clients in France and in the 
French colonies. Firm also seeks general 
agency for France and the colonies for Amer- 
ican advertising articles. Illustrated pam- 
phlets (in French) available on a loan basis. 

4. France—Raffinerie Aixoise de Produits 
Alimentaries Casse Sauvaire & Cie. (manu- 
facturer of oils, soaps, fats, and food prod- 
ucts), 14 rue Fontaine d’Argent, Aix en Prov- 
ence, (Bouches-du-Rh6éne), wishes to be 
licensed to use American patents, processes, 
techniques, machinery, and capital, for the 
manufacture in France of “quick-frozen” 
foods, processing of all-purpose shortenings, 
derivatives of olives, grape seeds, almonds, 
coffee, vanilla, and cocoa. 

5. Italy—Rag. Alassio & C. (manufacturer 
of glare-elimination devices), Salita S. Maria 
Sanita 42/2, Genoa, offers its patents and 
techniques for the manufacture under li- 
cense in the United States of a device to pro- 
tect automobile drivers from the glare of 
oncoming cars or the rays of the sun. The 
appliance is attached inside the car and 
when not in use, may be folded upward 
toward the top of the car. 

6. Italy—Bi. Effe. Gi. S. r. L. (manufacturer 
of plastic articles), 14 via M. Prestinari, Ver- 
celli, wishes to be licensed by American firms 
for the manufacture in Italy of pressed ar- 
ticles made of lustrex styrene and cellulose 
acetate. It is also interested in obtaining 
American patents and processes for the writ- 
ing and inscribing on plastic items without 
engraving or swaging, and for the manufac- 
ture of multicolored pressed items. In re- 
turn, the firm is willing to pay royalties, 
share profits, or make similar financial ar- 
rangements with interested American firms. 

7. Italy—Officine Meccaniche G. M. Carra 
& Ing. G. Russo (manufacturer of construc- 
tion machinery, cement mixers, oil pipelines, 
and machine parts), via Argine ai Granili 
168, Naples, wishes to be licensed by Ameri- 
can firms for the manufacture and distribu- 
tion in Italy of building machinery. 

8. Italy—Dodmor S. r. L. (manufacturer of 
radiators and stoves), 2 Viale delle Sacra- 
mentine, Genoa, offers to license for produc- 
tion in the United States its patented radi- 
ator heating system for central heating in- 
stallations. Firm states the radiator is 
made of pressed metal sheets and designed 
to create a spiral circulation of the heating 


fluid. Production cost of the unit is report- 
edly low and a patent is pending in the 
United States. 

9. Italy—Colorificio Parolini, S. r. L. (man- 
ufacturer of varnishes and enamels), 32/36 
via Enrico Tori, Sesto S. Giovanni (Milan), 
is interested in obtaining the techniques, 
processes, and patents, for the manufacture 
in Italy of infra-red desiccated synthetic 
enamels for motor vehicles, and orange-peel 
varnishes for vulcanized fibers. Firm states 
it would be willing to consider the invest- 
ment of American capital in its firm, and 
in exchange it would be prepared to offer 
stock in its company. 

10. Italy—-POLMAN—Officine Meccaniche 
e Fonderie (manufacturer), 240 via Cesare 
Costa, Modena, wishes to be licensed by 
American firm for the manufacture in Italy 
of machinery for the food and packed meats 
industries. Firm is also interested in being 
appointed exclusive selling agent or repre- 
sentative for American manufacturers of 
machinery. 

11. Italy—S. A. R. S. A., S. p. A (manufac- 
turer of steam boilers and accessories), via 
Guanella 8, Milan, wishes to be licensed by 
American firm with its patents for the manu- 
facture in Italy of new up-to-date boilers, 
special high-pressure valves, and _ other 
modern accessories. Firm states it is pre- 
pared to purchase the necessary machinery 
required for special production. 

12. Netherlands—N. V. Slijpsteen Indus- 
trie De Maas (manufacturer of grinding 
stones), Cuykseveld, Cuyk, is interested in 
obtaining patents, processes, and techniques, 
for the manufacture in the Netherlands of 
emery wheels and grinding stones. 


Import Opportunities 


13. Belgium—Belgian Commodities, Inc. 
(exporter), 16, rue Lebeau, Brussels, offers 
on an outright sale basis transformer grade 
silicon steel sheets. Specifications: 2,000 by 
1,000 by 0.6 mm.; maximum core losses 1.6 
to 3 at 10,000 gauss, 50 cycles, per kilogram. 
Inspection available at factory by a survey 
organization at buyer’s expense. (See also 
Item No. 101 in this issue.) 

14. France—Etablissements Troy Freres 
(manufacturer, wholesaler), 31 rue Gam- 
betta, Dourges (Pas-de-Calais), seeks United 
States market and agent for 500,000 hecto- 
liters (1 hectoliter equivalent to 26.4178 
gallons) of vinyl alcohol (absolute grade), 
for shipment in tankers. Inspection avail- 
able in Paris or Dourges at producer's ex- 
pense. Price quotation f. o. b. Le Havre may 
may be obtained on request. 

15. France—Union des Couteliers de Nogent 
(manufacturer of Nogent cutlery, whole- 
saler, exporter), 11, Avenue de Madrid, 
Neuilly-sur-Seine (Seine), seeks buyers for 
cutlery, manicure sets, and surgical instru- 
ments. 

Current World Trade Directory Report be- 
ing prepared. 

16. German y—Gebrueder Aurnhammer 
(manufacturer), 1 Obere Stadtmuehlgasse, 
Qeissenburg, Bavaria, offers to export and 
seeks agents (excluding New York) for copper 
wire; uniform trimmings and ornaments; 
and imitation silver and gold wires and 
threads. Literature and photographs avail- 
able on a loan basis. 

17. Germany—Mechanische Seilerwaren- 
fabrik Bamberg A. G. (manufacturer), 3 
Jackstrasse, Bamberg, Bavaria, wishes to ex- 
port and seeks agent for hemp products, 
including threads, twines, yarns, cords, and 
ropes. Literature may be obtained on a 
loan basis. 

18. Germany—Baumwollindustrie Erlan- 
gen-Bamberg Aktiengesellschaft (manufac- 
turer), 47-51 Bruckerstrasse, Erlangen, 
Bavaria, desires to export and seeks agent 
for poplin for shirts and pajamas; cambric 
for typewriter ribbons; yarns and twisted 
cord; and tire cord. 

19. Germany—Hermann Becker (manufac- 
turer), 14 Gueterstrasse, Pforzheim/Baden, 
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wishes to export and seeks agent for wrist 
watches, cases, and dials. Shipping instruc- 
tions would be appreciated. 

20. Germany—Blumberger Glasindustrie, 
Paul Lange (manufacturer), (17b) Blum- 
berg/Baden, seeks United States market and 
regional agents (excluding New York, New 
Jersey, and New England area) for glass 
products, including reflectors, lenses, auto- 
mobile stop and tail lights, chandeliers, but- 
tons, and pearls, monthly quantity available 
valued at $4,000. Firm will furnish samples 
for inspection. Correspondence in German 
preferred. 

21. Germany—Breisgauer Moebelfabrik G. 
m. b. H. (manufacturer), Ebnet bei Frei- 
burg, offers on an outright sale basis Black 
Forest style furniture including beds, buffets, 
lamps, wardrobes, and end and radio tables, 
monthly quantity available valued at 120,000 
Deutschemarks (approximately $30,000). 
Correspondence in German preferred. 

22. Germany—Erste Bruchsaler Herdfabrik 
G. m. b. H. (manufacturer), 25 Buechen- 
strasse, Bruchsal/Baden, offers to export 500 
ranges monthly, including wood and coal 
burning, gas, electric, and interchangeable 
fuel ranges. Illustrated literature in Ger- 
man available on a loan basis. 

23. Germany—Friedrich Busch (exporter), 
69 Schwachhauser Heerstrasse, Bremen, 
offers on an outright sale basis pulverized 
litharge (canary yellow), lead oxide, white 
lead (normal quality), and red lead (no set- 
ting quality, dispersive quality and with an 
admixture of 40 percent fluorite, special grade 
for ceramics and crystal glass manufacture), 
all guaranteed pure and quantity according 
to order. Firm requests exact specifications 
of grade and marking of barrels. Corre- 
spondence in German preferred. 


24. Germany—August Ehlert (exporter, 
export agent), 33/36 Bierstrasse, Osnabrueck, 
seeks United States market and agent for 
high-grade chrome steel compensator (no 
transverse welding joint) with slow expan- 
sion at high temperatures, suitable for all 
pressures and temperatures up to 840° F. 
Packing instructions requested by firm. II- 
lustrated leafiet may be obtained on a loan 
basis. 

25. Germany—Aluminium- & Mettallwar- 
enfabrik, Carl Feldhaus (manufacturer), 
Luedenscheid/Westf., offers to export and 
seeks agent for highly polished, nickel- or 
chrome-plated aluminum household utensils, 
quantity according to order. Illustrated 
literature may be obtained on a loan basis. 

26. Germany—Werner Fischer, Glasswaren- 
fabrikation und Export (manufacturer), 2 
Gartenstrasse, Coburg, Bavaria, offers on an 
outright sale basis Christmas-tree orna- 
ments, laboratory and hospital glassware 
(thermometers, tubes, etc.), and porcelain 
ware. Detailed list for glassware and porce- 
lain ware available only on a loan basis. 

27. Germany—Kristallglasfabrik Fueger & 
Taube G. m. b. H (manufacturer), Vohen- 
strauss/Opf., Bavaria, seeks United States 
market and agent for Bohemian glassware 
(cut, colored, decorated, etc.), including 
glasses, vases, toilet sets, boxes, plates, and 
ashtrays. Price information and illustrated 
catalog may be obtained on a loan basis. 

28. Germany—Giesenhagen K.-G. (manu- 
facturer), Haus Nr. 214, Werk Schaftlach 
Obb., Bavaria, wishes to export and seeks 
agent for voltage regulators, regulating 
transformers, and transducers. Illustrated 
leaflets (in German) available on a loan basis. 

29. Germany—Ernst Goesser (manufac- 
turer), 4-14 Arnsbergerstrasse, Iserlohn, has 
available for export (1) accessories for tez- 
tile machines; (2) stove fittings; and (3) 
sanitary fittings. Illustrated literature ob- 
tainable on a loan basis. Please specify item 
number when requesting loan material. 

30. Germany—Maschinenfabrik Milosch 
Grandl (manufacturer), 4 Am Christnersee, 
Kahl/Main, seeks United States market and 
agent for rotating economizers (Warmezug). 
Illustrated literature (in German) may be 
obtained on a loan basis. 
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31. Germany—Hansa Holz- und Mettall- 
waren G. m. b. H. (manufacturer), 29 Reich- 
enbachstrasse, Muenchen, Bavaria, offers on 
an outright sale basis pens (fountain and 
ball-point) and automatic pencils. MTlus- 
trated leaflets available on loan basis. 

32. Germany—Max Hoeck (manufac- 
turer), 46 Kaiser Wilhelm-Ring, Duesseldorf- 
Oberkassel, has available for export industrial 
chemicals suitable for surface treatment of 
iron and metals. Illustrated booklet (in 
German) obtainable on a loan basis. 

33. Germany—Ludwig Hunger, Werkzeug- 
fabrik (manufacturer), 146 Grafelfinger- 
strasse, Muenchen - Grosshadern, Bavaria, 
seeks United States market and agent for 
special tools, including adjustable reamers, 
and connecting rod testing machines. I[llus- 
trative leaflets (in German and English) 
available on a loan basis. 

34. Germany—Hans Jahn, Gluehlampen- 
werk Hellum (Hellum-Elektro-Licht G. m. 
b. H.), (manufacturer), 14 Kasernenstrasse, 
Coburg, Bavaria, wishes to export and seeks 
agent for various types of light bulbs (10 to 
1,000 watt), electrodes, and sockets. IMIllus- 
trative literature, including price informa- 
tion (in German and English), may be 
obtained on a loan basis. 

35. Germany—Carl Kaeser (manufac- 
turer), 61 Hahnweg, Coburg, Bavaria, offers 
to export and seeks agent for air compressors 
and air compressor units. Price information 
and illustrative literature may be obtained 
on a loan basis. 

36. Germany—Hugo Kasper, Inh. Alfred 
Kaspar (manufacturer), Dewangen, Kreis 
(County) Aalen, desires to export and seeks 
agent for glass products, including eyes for 
dolls and stuffed toy animals, crystal wares, 
and lighting fixture parts, monthly quan- 
tity ranging from $10,000 to $20,000. Firm 
requests complete shipping instructions. 

37. Germany—Kimmel G. m. b. H. (manu- 
facturer), 69 Osterwaldstrasse, Muenchen 23, 
Bavaria, seeks United States market and 
agent for electrical measuring instruments. 
Photographs and illustrated literature (in 
German) available on a loan basis. 

38. Germany—Erdmann Kircheis, Blech- 
bearbeitungsmaschinen G. m. b. H. (manu- 
facturer) , 61 Graf-Adolf-Strasse, Duesseldorf, 
seeks United States market and agent for 
sheet metalworking machines. Illustrated 
pamphlet may be obtained on a loan basis. 

39. Germany—Hermann Klein, Inh. H. 
Kemner (manufacturer), 71 Jesingerstr., 
Kirchheim/Teck, offers to sell direct, prefer- 
ably to wholesaler or retailer, men’s and 
women’s pig-, goat-, and kidskin gloves, 
available in standard sizes and styles. Export 
quantity approximately 5,000 pounds 
monthly. Firm specializes in kidskin gloves. 
Samples will be furnished by German firm 
for inspection at usual prices. Complete in- 
structions desired as to packaging and spec- 
ifications. 

40. Germany—Kleutgen & Meier G. m. b. H. 
(manufacturer), 127/135 Friesdorferstr., Bad 
Godesberg Rhein, offers on an outright sale 
basis, candy specialities, such as licorice and 
gum lozenges. 

41. Germany—Ernst Kuester, Kolibri-Werk 
(manufacturer), 30 Krumme Weide, Schoet- 
mar/Lippe, has available for export children’s 
plastic barrettes, quantity according to order. 
Price list and sample available on a loan 
basis. 

42. Germany—H. C. Kurz K.-G. (manu- 
facturer), 5-7 Kirchenweg, Nuernberg, Ba- 
varia, wishes to export and seeks agents for 
an assortment of pencils, including black, 
colored, and copying types. Price informa- 
tion may be obtained on a loan basis. 

43. Germany—Holzwerkeugfabrik Laup- 
heim A. G. (manufacturer), 14 (b) Laup- 
heim/Wirtt, seeks United States market and 
agent for carpentry tools. Illustrated catalog 
obtainable on a loan basis. 

44. Germany—August Loeher, Westdeut- 
sche Praezisions-Werkzeugfabrik G. m. b. H. 
(manufacturer), 24 Morsbacherstrasse, Rem- 
scheid-Vieringhausen, offers on an outright 
sale basis first-grade precision twist drills. 


45. Germany—Franz Marischka, Export 
(manufacturer), Postfach 318, Kaufbeuren, 
Bavaria, offers on an outright sale basis 
Gablonz imitation jewelry, beads, buttons, 
powder bozes, and semifinished (Gablonz) 
articles for the jewelry and textile industries. 

46. Germany—Metallwarenfabrik Maybaum 
(manufacturer), Hellefelderstrasse, Sundern/ 
Sauerland, wishes to export and seeks agent 
for electrical household appliances. IMIllus- 
trated literature, including price quotations, 
may be obtained on a loan basis. 

47. Germany—Metallpapier-Bronzefarben- 
Blattmetallwerke A. G. (manufacturer), 31 
Elsenheimer Strasse, Munich 12, Bavaria, 
seeks United States market and agent for 
gold, silver, and bronze coated paper; alu- 
minum, copper, and brass foils and leaf; 
metal sheets; and steel wool. Representative 
samples available on a loan basis. 

48. Germany—C. M. Melchoir, Deutscher 
Douglas Holt Vertrieb (importer and agent), 
24 Duererstrasse, Krefeld, desires to sell the 
American patent of a sliding roller designed 
for curtain rods. Further information (in 
German) and sample may be obtained on a 
loan basis. 

49. Germany—Eisenwerk Milspe G. m. b. H. 
(manufacturer), Koelner Strasse, Ennepetal- 
Milspe/Westf., offers on an outright sale basis 
electric coffee mills. Illustrated leaflet avail- 
able on a loan basis. 

50. Germany—Mueller & Weigert o. H. G. 
(manufacturer), 3 Fabrikstrasse, Nuernberg, 
Bavaria, offers on an outright sale basis elec- 
trical measuring instruments, including fre- 
quency meters, and panel and switchboard 
instruments. Illustrated booklet, including 
price quotations, obtainable on a loan basis. 

51. Germany—C. Mundorf & Co. G. m. b. H. 
(manufacturer), Radevormwald-Bergerhof/ 
Rhld., seeks United States market and agent 
for high duty precision lathe chucks and files, 
quantity according to order. Illustrated 
literature (in German and English) available 
on a loan basis. 

52. Germany—Porzellanfabrik Neuerer K. 
G. (manufacturer), 263 Kautendorferstrasse, 
Oberkotzau, Bavaria, desirés to export and 
seeks agent for china, including coffee, tea, 
and chocolate sets. Illustrated leaflet may 
be obtained on a loan basis. 

53. Germany—Bernhard Pfeifer & Soehne 
G. m. b. H. (manufacturer), 84-96 NeckKar- 
gartacherstr., Heilbronn-Boeckingen, offers to 
export and seeks agent for 2 to 4 precision 
lathes (to 0.002 mm. exactness) monthly 
after September 1952. Catalog (in German) 
available on a loan basis. 

54. Germany—Piezo-Werk Heinz Evertz 
(manufacturer), 2 Gautinger Strasse, Stock- 
dorf bei Muenchen, Bavaria, wishes to export 
and seeks agent for portable therapeutic 
(supersonic) apparatus, filters, and super- 
sonic quartz. Illustrated literature (in Ger- 
man) obtainable on a loan basis. 

55. Germany—Geraetebau Walter Prein 
(manufacturer), 10 Fasanenstrasse, Essen- 
Stadtwald, seeks United States market and 
agent for air-conditioning apparatus designed 
for automobiles. Illustrated leaflet (in Ger- 
man) may be obtained on a Ican basis. 

56. Germany—Raab & Co. (manufacturer), 
12 Suedring, Weissenburg, Bavaria, offers to 
sell, preferably outright, wires, surgical slips, 
and metallic articles, such as brocades, braids, 
and trimmings. [Illustrated literature (in 
German) available on a loan basis. 

57. Germany—Hugo Retzlaff, Eisen- und 
Stahlgrosshandlung (wholesaler and ex- 
porter), 5% Kipperstrasse, Dortmund-Hafen, 
offers on an outright sale basis rclling mill 
and wire products. 

58. Germany—Rosenthal-Isolatoren G. m. 
b. H. (manufacturer), 14 Wilhelmstrasse, 
Selb, Bavaria, offers on an outright sale basis 
high and low voltage insulators, resistors, 
ceramic condensers, and technical porcelain. 
Illustrated literature (in German and Eng- 
lish) obtainable on a loan basis. 

59. Germany—Schoenherr & Soehne (man- 
ufacturer), 100/102 Bruneckerstrasse, Nuern- 
berg, Bavaria, desires to export and seeks 
agent for all types of cardboard, including 
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calendar board. Further information (in 
German) and sample may be obtained on a 
loan basis. 

60. Germany—Otto Speierer Kommandit- 
Gesellschaft (manufacturer, Buehl/Baden, 
seeks United States market and regional 
agents (excluding New York and adjoining 
states) for bridal and communion wreaths 
and veils and artificial bowtonnieres, monthly 
quantity valued at $1,000 to $3,500. Photo- 
graphs available on a loan basis. 

61. Germany—Pastellstift- und Kreide- 
fabrik Heinrich Stotz (manufacturer), 70 
Grolandstrasse, Nuernberg, Bavaria, wishes 
to export and seeks agent for chalk crayons 
suitable for school, tailoring, and industrial 
purposes. [Illustrated literature may be 
obtained on a loan basis. 

62. Germany—Bruno Teuscher’s Nachf. 
(manufacturer), 7 Friedrichstrasse, Bayreuth, 
Bavaria, offers on an outright sale basis 
rosaries, glass and wooden beads for neck- 
laces and other ornaments, and toy beads. 

63. Germany—Uebel & Lechleiter, Fluegel- 
und  Klavierfabrik (manufacturer), 53 
Olgastr., Heilbronn/Neckar, desires to sell 
15 pianos monthly direct to retailer. Specifi- 
cations as to height, width, depth of case, 
and octaves: Model 112, 115 cm., 145 cm., 61 
cm., 744; Model I 125 cm., 144 cm., 66 cm., 7. 
Information as to U. S. styles requested by 
firm. 

64. Germany—Vitis K. G., Chemische Fab- 
rik (manufacturer), 54, Bahnhofstrasse, 
Hoesel Bez. Duesseldorf, wishes to export and 
seeks agent for all types of medicine in 
ampule form, quality according to any 
pharmacopoeia. 

65. Germany—Gebrueder Wagner, Metall- 
waren-Fabrik (manufacturer), 1-3 Ploch- 
ingerstrasse, Esslingen/Neckar, has available 
for export enameled steel, aluminum and 
copper kitchen utensils for commercial and 
home use, and food transport equipment. 
Catalogs (in German) available on a loan 
basis. 

66. Germany—Jean Walterscheid, Mas- 
chinenfabrik und Hammerwerk (manufac- 
turer), 14-18 Bachstrasse, Siegburg-Rhine- 
land, offers on an outright sale basis 
automobile accessories, suitable for American 
cars, trucks, and busses. Detailed list may 
be obtained on a loan basis. 

67. Germany—Karl Zech (manufacturer), 
35 Bayreutherstrasse, Frochheim/Ofr., offers 
on an outright sale basis various styles of 
pencil sharpeners. Price list and illustrated 
literature obtainable on a loan basis. 

68. Iran—Jos. & Albett D. Tawfik (im- 
porter, exporter, wholesaler), 28 maidan 
Sepah, Tehran, is interested in exporting 
cumin and castor seeds, gums, carpets, skins, 
and lead and other metallic ores. 

69. Italy—Lanificio Cardolle & Michel Soc. 
An. (manufacturer), 87 via Bodoni, Saluzzo 
(Cuneo Province), seeks United States mar- 
ket and agent for first-class carded and 
combed woolen fabrics designed for men’s 
and women’s clothing, 70,600 yards monthly, 
packed in bales or cases of 200 pounds each. 

70. Italy—Piero Monachesi (exporter, 
wholesaler, sales/indent agent), via Duccio 
da Boninsegna 27, Milan, desires to export 
and seeks agent for silk (printed and plain), 
cotton (plain), rayon (printed), and Jac- 
quard prints for ties. 

71. Italy—Navalmeccanica, S. A., 75, Monte 
di Dio, Naples, wishes to sell a 3,500-ton 
motor tanker, built for carrying 2,900 tons 
of gasoline in 15 separate tanks and equipped 
with a hold for carrying dry cargo of 270 
cubic meters and 180 tons capacity. The 
ship is reported to be 323 feet and 6 inches 
over-all in length, and has a breadth of 44 
feet and 3 inches, net weight being 3,080 
tons. Photograph, price, plans, and specifi- 
cations may be obtained on a loan basis. 

Current World Trade Directory Report 
being prepared. 

72. Italy—S. A. Costruzioni Ferroviarie 
Meccaniche (S. A. C. F. E. M.), (manufac- 
turer), 4 via Strozzi, Florence, offers on an 
outright sale basis lifting and transportation 
apparatus, including Diesel gears, grabs, cap- 
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stans, winches, etc.; drop forging and die 
stamping equipment; gas and electric weld- 
ing tools; aircraft hangars; electric aerials; 
and railroad cars and tanks. Illustrated 
catalog (in Italian) available on a loan basis. 

73. Japan—A. R. Brown, McFarlane, & 
Company, Ltd. (export merchant), No. 3, 
Ginza 2—chome, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, offers on 
an outright sale basis mica products, includ- 
ing films, disks, spacers, micanite, and other 
mica goods, graded according to A. S. T. M. 
and N. E. M. A. Inspection services of Far 
East Superintendence Co., Ltd., Room 205-6, 
Fukoku Bldg., Ciyoda-ku, or the R. S. Del 
Pan Corp., P. O. Box 601, both of Tokyo, 
available to buyers. Representative sam- 
ples may be obtained on a loan basis. 

74. Japan—FPuji Denki Seizo Kabushiki 
Kaisha (Fuji Electric Mfg. Co., Ltd.), (man- 
ufacturer and wholesaler), 6 Marunouchi 2- 
chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, offers on an out- 
right sale basis (1) 30,000 integrating watt- 
hour meters monthly, single and three phase; 
(2) 6 sets of a. c. and 9 sets of d. c. gen- 
erators monthly, up to 60,000 kv.-a., a. C., 
and 5,000 kw., d. c., respectively; (3) dis- 
tribution transformers, from 5 kv.-a. to 200 
kv.-a.; and (4) induction and synchronous 
motors, up to 10,000 hp. Inspection will be 
done at the firm's own testing laboratory. 
The facilities of the United States Con- 
sultants, Inc., Room 303 Mitsubishi Naka 8 
Bldg., Marunouchi, Chiyoda-ku; the Far 
East Superintendence Co., Ltd., Rooms 105-6, 
Fukoku Bldg., Chiyodaku; and the R. S. Del 
Pan Corp., P. O. Box 601, all of Tokyo, are 
available to United States importers. Cata- 
logs may be obtained on a loan basis. Please 
specify item number when requesting loan 
material. 

715. Japan—Osaka Kiko Co., Ltd. (manu- 
facturer), 4, Toyosaki-Nishi-Dori, 1-chome 
Ohyodo-ku, Osaka, offers on an outright sale 
basis machine tools, including high-speed 
lathes, radial drills, and honing machines, 
graded according to Japanese Engineering 
Standard (JES). Quality inspection will be 
done by factory. Buyers may avail them- 
selves of the following surveyors: The Far 
East Superintendence Co., Ltd., Rooms 
205-6, Fukoku Bldg., Chiyoda-ku, and R: S. 
Del Pan Corp., P. O. Box 601, both of Tokyo. 
Illustrated pamphlet and catalog obtainable 
on a loan basis. 

76. Japan—Osaka Kiko Co., Ltd. (manu- 
facturer), 4, Toyosaki-Nishi-Dori, 1-chome 
Ohoydo-ku, Osaka, offers on an outright 
sale basis all types of tertile spinning ma- 
chinery, parts graded according to Japanese 
Engineering Standard (JES). Quality inspec- 
tion will be done by the factory. The fol- 
lowing surveyors offer their services to United 
States buyers: The Far East Superintend- 
ence Co., Rooms 205-6, Fukoku Bldg., 
Chiyoda-ku, and R. S. Del Pan Corp., P. O. 
Box 601, both of Tokyo. Illustrated pam- 
phlet available on a loan basis. 

77. Japan—Shinpatsu Trading Co. (manu- 
facturer’s export agent), 10 Shimoyamate- 
dori, 2-chome, Ikuta-ku, Kobe, offers on an 
outright sale basis 2,000 dozen pocket warm- 
ers monthly; size: 4 inches by 3 inches by 
linch. A sample pocket warmer and other 
information may be obtained on a loan basis. 

78. Madeira—A. S. Da Gama (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, distributor, and exporter 
of Madeira hand-made embroideries), 44, 
Rua Latino Coelho, FPunchal, seeks United 
States market and agent for hand-made 
embroideries, such as table and bed linens, 
cocktail sets, guest towels, baby dresses, sun 
suits, and ladies’ handkerchiefs, made of 
linen, silk, and organdy and other cotton 
materials. 

79. Spain—Miguel Torres (producer, ex- 
porter, wholesaler), Comercio 34, Villa- 
franca del Panadés (Barcelona), desires to 
export and seeks regional agents for various 
grades, types, and vintages available of table 
wines, dessert wines, vermouths, brandies, 
and liquors. Inspection available in seller’s 
cellars for customer’s account. Shipping in- 
structions requested by firm. Illustrated 








brochure (in Spanish) may be obtained on 
a loan basis. 

80. Sudan—Hirachand Jerah Shah & Bros. 
(export mecrchant, importer of general mer- 
chandise and textiles, wholesaler), P. O. Box 
176, Port Sudan, has available for export Su- 
danese products, such as serna, henna, chil- 
lies, gum arabic, and coriander seeds. 

81. Union of South Africa—More Wear In- 
dustries (Pty.), Ltd., Aerodrome Road, In- 
dustries West, Germiston, has available for 
sale approximately 1,000 tons of pebble- 
size lead-bearing waste material, packed in 
drums, and in lots of 200 tons, for ship- 
ment either from Beira or Durban. Analy- 
sis: PbO, 34.2 percent; Fe.A;, 0.7 percent; 
SiO., 4.1 percent; MgO, 57.0 percent; igni- 
tion loss, 0.9 percent at 1,000° C.; alkali, 0.85 
percent; traces of Ma, As, Cu, Bi; small quan- 
tity of Al.O, and CaO; no P,.O;, SO;, at the 
utmost traces of Cl. 

World Trade Directory Report being pre- 
pared. 


Export Opportunities 


82. Ethiopia—Ethiopian Cine Enterprises, 
Ltd., P. O. Box 444, Addis Ababa, reports a 
demand for 35 mm. newsreel films depict- 
ing the activities of Ethiopian troops in 
Korea. Firm would also be interested in ob- 
taining a newsreel-documentary type film 
covering the decades between 1920 and 1950, 
provided the film includes scenes of the Em- 
peror of Ethiopia at the League of Nations, 
Geneva. 

World Trade Directory Report being pre- 
pared. 

83. Germany—Felger & Co. (manufacturer 
of mechanical pencils and novelties), 6/8 
Adamstrasse, Nuernberg, Bavaria, seeks pur- 
chase quotations for lacquer used for manu- 
facturing mechanical pencils and allied arti- 
cles. 

84. Germany—Georg A. Henke, Record- 
Spritzen- und Kanulen-Fabrik (manufac- 
turer of injection needles, syringes, diagnos- 
tic instruments), Bergstrasse 27/29 (14b), 
Tuttlingen (Sitiddeutschland), desires to im- 
port a machine for manufacturing all types 
of glass syringes. 

85. Germany—Vaseline Fabrik Rhenania 
E. Wasserfuhr K. G. (manufacturer, im- 
porter, wholesaler), 96 Siegburgerstrasse, 
Beuel-Rhein, seeks purchase quotations for 
25 to 50 barrels of natural vaseline (yellow 
and white). 

86. Italy—Soc. Acc. ITALCENTR (proces- 
sor of rabbit hair for the manufacture of 
hats, etc.), Torrita di Siena, requests pur- 
chase quotations for raw skins, including 
cattle hides and rabbit and hare skins. Cor- 
respondence in Italian or French preferred. 

87. Italy—Pessina & Sala (manufacturer 
of elastic fabrics, ribbons, firemen’s hoses), 
1 via Giuseppe Verdi, Busto Garolfo, Milan, 
is in the market for special circular looms 
for the manufacture of firemen’s hemp 
hoses. Sizes desired: Internal diameter 45 
and 75 mm. Representative sample of hose 
available on a loan basis. 

88. Mexico—Ergomex (commission mer- 
chant and representative), Angel Urraza No. 
411, Col. del valle, Mexico, D. F., seeks pur- 
chase quotations and/or agency for hard- 
ware, kitchenware, gifts, novelties, toys, and 
textiles, including nylon. 

89. Pakistan—-M. F. M. Y. Industries, Ltd. 
(importer, wholesaler, manufacturer of ab- 
sorbent cotton wool), D/16 Manghopir Road, 
Karachi, desires quotations, including earli- 
est delivery date, and catalogs for a cotton- 
drying machine, electrical and steam pres- 
sure, with 100-pound capacity and 2-hour 
drying time. 

90. Taiwan (Formosa)—North China im- 
port & Export Co. (importer, exporter, and 
commission merchant), P. O. Box No. 126, 
Taipeh, wishes to import paper pulps, in- 
cluding kraft, prime bleached sulfite, prime 
bleached softwood sulfate; all grades of wood 
rosins; chemicals, such as ammonium sul- 
fate, ammonium phosphate, ammonium ni- 
trate; dyestuffs; raw nylon; nylon yarns for 


(Continued on p. 25) 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 











>> 
7 





ir- 
nd 


Ld. 
b- 
id, 
li- 
n- 
‘S- 
ur 


nd 
26, 
n- 
ne 
od 
il- 
1i- 
‘or 








se 


—_ 





Prepared in 
Office of International Trade, 
Department of Commerce 


Argentina 
Commercial Laws Digests 


TaX-EXEMPTION AGREEMENT WITH BRAZIL 
RATIFIED BY BRAZIL 


(See item appearing under the heading 
“Brazil.’’) 


Austria 


ECONOMIC REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 
FOREIGN TRADE 


Austria’s foreign trade in October 1951 was 
marked by a substantial increase in the trade 
deficit in comparison with September. The 
total deficit for the first 10 months of the 
year is equivalent to about $172,000,000. 

The drop in the value of exports gave rise 
to strong pessimism regarding the success of 
the Government’s plan to close the trade gap 
by expanding exports to a billion schiliings a 
month without contracting imports. A re- 
duced volume of export trade in October is 
evidenced by the fact that the volume index 
stood at 99, in contrast to 110 for the third 
quarter and 112 for the second and first 
quarters (1937=100). 

West Germany displaced the United States 
as Austria’s principal supplier in October, 
with shipments valued at 208,000,000 schill- 
ings as against 206,000,000 schillings in Amer- 
ican goods. Coal accounted for almost 30 
percent of the imports from Germany and 
more than 45 percent of those from the 
United States. Imports from Hungary, main- 
ly wheat, rice, sugar, fats and oils, climbed 
to 36,000,000 schillings, the highest value in 
any month since difficulties arose early in 
1951 over Hungary's failure to maintain ship- 
ments at levels called for by its trade agree- 
ment with Austria. It was reported that the 
Hungarian debt under the clearing arrange- 
ment could be paid off in view of October 
shipments, and that the partial blocking of 
exports to that country could be lifted. 

On the export side, iron and steel and 
metal goods achieved new export records, 
while paper and cardboard exports remained 
at high levels. Exports of consumer goods 
fell off, clothing particularly dropping behind 
the average of preceding months. 


INDUSTRIAL NOTES 


Hydroelectric - power output declined 
sharply, because of low water levels through- 
out Austria in October; as reserves for ther- 
mal-power production are inadequate, ra- 
tioning of electric power went into effect on 
November 1. Cuts for industry are on a 
sliding scale depending upon the type of 
production. Household consumption is de- 
pendent upon the number in the family, and 
electric space heating is prohibited. 

In October, production of chemical pulp 
and paper amounted to 24,297 and 23,136 
metric tons, respectively, both postwar rec- 
ords. Newsprint output rose from 5,913 met- 
ric tons in September to 7,560 tons in Oc- 
tobe~. The sharp increase in newsprint 
production was largely due to the moderni- 
zation of old machinery and installation of 
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new at the Steyermuehl plant. Exports of 
newsprint increased in the same period from 
3,620 to 5,322 metric tons. 


FINANCE 


As an adjunct to bank credit restrictions 
adopted in October, the Austrian National 
Bank took a further step to attack inflation 
by raising the bank rediscount rate from 3.5 
to 5 percent, effective December 6, 1951. 
This was motivated by the uninterrupted 
expansion of note circulation plus sight de- 
posits with the Austrian National Bank, and 
by the subsequent concern of responsible 
bank and Government officials. 

Savings deposits continued on a downward 
trend. The present drive to reduce prices, 
together with the increase of the bank re- 
discount rate, may prove an incentive to 
savings. 

It was reported that the retention quota 
system would be abolished on January 1, 
1952. Exporters under this system are per- 
mitted to use a portion of their foreign- 
exchange earnings to finance their imports 
of raw materials. Under the new system, 
all foreign-exchange earnings will be placed 
at the disposal of the National Bank. Ex- 
porters will receive preferential consideration 








British Token Import Plan 


The British Token Import Plan will be 
continued in the United States during 
1952, but at a reduced level, the Office of 
International Trade, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, reported on January 10, 
following the British Board of Trade’s 
announcement of the British Govern- 
ment’s decision on the Token Plan on 
January 9. 

Details on the operation of the Token 
Plan for 1952 are being worked out by 
the British Board of Trade. 

OIT will notify past participants in 
the Plan as soon as the procedure for 
1952 operations is released. Every effort 
will then be made to expedite distribu- 
tion of the forms and processing of 
applications. 

The Plan is being continued on a 
similarly reduced level for imports from 
Canada in 1952, but is being discon- 
tinued for the other countries which 
previously participated in it, accord- 
ing to the Briiish Board of Trade’s 
announcement. 

The British Token Import Plan, in 
operation in the United States on a cal- 
endar-year basis since 1946, is designed 
to enable manufacturers, or their author- 
ized agents, who had prewar trade con- 
nections with the United Kingdom to 
export limited quantities (“token” ship- 
ments) of specified commodities whose 
importation from dollar sources is 
generally prohibited by the British 
Government, 














of their needs for foreign exchange for raw- 
material purchases. 

To meet increased expenses resulting from 
the fifth wage-price agreement, occupation 
costs for 1951 previously fixed at 140,000,000 
schillings each for the British, French, and 
Soviet elements, were increased to 151,000,000 
schillings. 

LABOR MARKET 


The estimate of employment as of the end 
of October was revised slightly to 2,051,100. 
The preliminary estimate for November is 
2,030,000. The drop of approximately 21,000 
was almost entirely seasonal, including 8,000 
agricultural workers and about the same 
number of construction workers. Total em- 
ployment at the end of November was still 
49,000 higher than a year ago. 

Unemployment, which had started to in- 
crease in October, rose seasonally during 
November to a total of 91,600 or about 4 
percent of the labor force. This was lower 
than had been expected and compared favor- 
ably with the level of 118,000 at the end 
of November 1950. 


RENT INCREASE 


Despite Communist agitation, the rent in- 
crease enacted on September 21 went into 
effect on November 1 with no disturbances. 
Each worker and pensioner simultaneously 
received an increase of 30 schillings per 
month in his wages or pension. This amount 
covers the rent increase for the large ma- 
jority of workers. 


Cost oF LIVING AND PRICES 


The cost-of-living index (April 1945—100) 
rose during November to nearly 801 from the 
October level of 785. Seasonal price increases, 
especially in food items, and the national 
rent increase were partially balanced out by 
the recently inaugurated price-reduction 
campaign. This campaign, jointly sponsored 
by the trade unions and the Chamber of 
Commerce, has produced reductions averag- 
ing approximately 5 percent in the prices of 
shoes, textiles, soap, rugs, blankets, bread 
and rolls, furniture, building materials, 
books, paper and paper goods, leather goods, 
and household goods of aluminum and iron. 

The cost-of-living index has now risen a 
total of 22.5 percent since June 15, just 
before the fifth wage-price agreement. 

The wholesale price index (March 1938= 
100) continued at the comparatively stable 
level of the past 3 months, rising between 
mid-October and mid-November only from 
790 to 800. Cotton, wood, copper, and lead 
rose in price, and leather, rubber, and cement 
became cheaper. 

The retail price index (March 1938= 100) 
halted its upward trend, mainly as a result 
of the _ price-reduction campaign, and 
dropped slightly from 661 to 658. This index 
has now risen 18 percent since before the 
fifth wage-price agreement. 


TRANSPORTATION 


During November 1951, harvest shipments 
were approximately 75 percent completed. 
Car requirements have not been reduced, 
however, because of large shipments of wood, 
fertilizer, and construction materials (sand, 
gravel, cement, and chalk). In addition, it 
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became necessary for the Austrian Federal 
Railroads to send cars to Poland because the 
latter notified Austria that a train of Austrian 
gondola cars would have to be sent daily to 
the Polish mines if coal deliveries were to be 
kept up. 

Foop AND AGRICULTURE 

The serious Vienna meat shortage eased 
considerably after the establishment in No- 
vember of a new producer price of 12.5 schil- 
lings per kilogram for live hogs on the farm. 
New retail prices for pork were also published 
during the month which were about 30 per- 
cent higher than the previous official prices 
but less than the prevailing black-market 
prices. 

Reports from the Sugar Beet Producers As- 
sociation indicate that the 1951 crop will 
approximate 1,100,000 rather than 1,000,000 
metric tons, as previously estimated. This 
amount will give a production of 145,000 to 
150,000 metric tons of sugar for 1951, as 
compared with 104,000 tons in 1950. 

Deliveries of bread grains were not expected 
to be much over 25,000 tons luring November, 
which would bring total deliveries since July 
to some 160,000 tons. Although these deliv- 
eries are slightly more than 155,000 metric 
tons delivered as of the corresponding date 
in 1950, it does not auger well for the antici- 
pated delivery during the 1951-52 crop year 
of 50 percent more bread grains than in the 
1950-51 year. However, the yield of fodder 
grain in the current crop year is better than 
that in the preceding year. Imported fodder 
grains were expected to arrive in considerable 
tonnages in December and January. With 
these grains actually in hand, there may be 
less incentive to feed bread grains to live- 
stock, and deliveries of bread grains may come 
closer to the amounts anticipated.—uvU. S. 
Embassy, Vienna, Dec. 19, 1951. 


Brazil 
Commercial Laws Digests 


TAX-EXEMPTION AGREEMENT WITH ARGEN- 
TINA RATIFIED BY BRAZIL 


On October 11, 1951, the Brazilian Congress 
ratified the agreement contained in the ex- 
change of notes with Argentina, signed on 
June 21, 1949, in accordance with which the 
Brazilian and Argentine Governments recip- 
rocally grant exemption from income tax and 
other taxes on profits to Brazilian and Ar- 
gentine shipping and aviation companies 
The ratified agreement was published in the 
Brazilian Diario do Congresso on November 
13, 1951, as legislative decree No. 46, accord- 
ing to a dispatch from the U. S. Embassy in 
Rio de Janeiro dated January 3, 1952. 

The decree does not create any special 
privilege for Argentine companies inasmuch 
as the Brazilian income-tax legislation (de- 
cree No. 24,339 of December 22, 1947) extends 
such exemption to all navigation companies 
that are nationals of countries granting reci- 
procity in this matter to Brazilian companies. 
Argentine companies will now enjoy treat- 
ment comparable to that already granted to 
certain other foreign companies, including 
those of the United States. 


Tariffs and Trade Controls 


TARIFF CONCESSIONS OF ANNECY PROTOCOL 
TO BE APPLIED 


On December 27, 1951, the United Nations 
received notification of Brazil’s intention to 
apply the tariff concessions of Schedule III 
(the Brazilian schedule) of the Annecy Pro- 
tocol to the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade, signed at Geneva on October 30, 
1947, and effective on August 1, 1948, accord- 
ing to a telegram of January 3, 1952, from 
the U. S. Delegation to the United Nations. 

Of the approximately 50 tariff concessions 
made by Brazil at Annecy, France, in 1949, 
17 are reductions and 31 are bindings of 
the rates of duty. The latter include paper- 
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making machinery, cream separators, cen- 
trifuges, vacuum cleaners, white cement, and 
livestock, and among the commodities on 
which there are reductions in duty are 
corundum and emery, taps, cocKs and valves 
of iron or steel, and cigarette paper. These 
concessions entered into force on January 
26, 1952. 


PERMISSION GRANTED FOR ESTABLISHMENT 
OF PORT OF NEW YORK AUTHORITY 
OFFICE IN RIO DE JANEIRO 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil 
has informed the U. S. Embassy in Rio de 
Janeiro that the Ministry of Labor, Industry, 
and Commerce perceives no objection to the 
establishment of a Trade Promotion Office in 
Rio de Janeiro by the Port of New York Au- 
thority, according to a dispatch of December 
29, 1951, from the U. S. Embassy in that city 
The local representative of the Authority re- 
ports that an operating license has been 
issued to him, he has leased office space, and 
is now open for business. The formal open- 
ing, however, will take place later. 

In a dispatch of November 14 the Embassy 
had advised that the recently appointed rep- 
resentatives in Brazil of the Port of New 
York Authority was seeking to establish an 
office of the Authority in Rio de Janeiro. It 
was stated that the activities of the office 
would consist of: Advising importers and 
exporters concerning transportation facilities 
between Brazil and the Port of New York, 
both ocean and inland; giving advice in re- 
gard to customs regulations, import duties, 
consular documents, and commercial in- 
voices covering traffic between the two ports; 
assisting Brazilian importers and exporters 
to develop new business between Brazil and 
the United States; maintaining close contact 
with consular offices and business associa- 
tions to further the development of Brazil- 
United States trade possibilities; presenting 
to business and civil groups, such as cham- 
bers of commerce, rotary clubs, and import 
and export associations, information with 
respect to the Port Authority’s services; and 
informing interested persons of the facilities 
offered by the four airports operating under 
the jurisdiction of the Port of New York Au- 
thority, with a view to increasing the volume 
of passenger and freight traffic between 
Brazil and the United States. 


Canada 


Economic Conditions 


AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK FOR 1952 


The expected strong domestic demand, 
together with developments which appear 
likely in the international field for some 
products, should result in a continuation 
into 1952 of a high level of demand for most 
Canadian agricultural products, according 
to the annual appraisal of the annual Fed- 
eral-Provincial Agricultural Conference held 
in December. The Conference predicted 
that total cash farm income will be higher 
in 1952, mainly because of the important 
part of the 1951 grain crop to be marketed 
in 1952. Total receipts from livestock, 
dairying, and pther groups are not expected 
to differ greatly on the whole from those of 
1951. With some increase expected in farm 
operating costs, and assuming a normal yield 
and marketing of grains, net farm income 
in 1952 is expected to be somewhat less than 
in 1951. 

LIVESTOCK AND MEATS 


Larger supplies of pork and no material 
changes in supplies of beef and mutton are 
expected in 1952 compared with 1951. With 
the high level of income expected, the do- 
mestic demand for meats should remain 
strong and an increased domesic consump- 
tion of pork may be expected as a result of 
lower prices. However, heavier marketings 
are in prospect, and there will be some sur- 
plus of pork and pork products in 1952. 





Marketings of hogs may be some 15 percent 
higher between October 1951 and September 
1952 than in the corresponding period of 
1950-51. If farmers continue to build up 
cattle herds in 1952, there may be no in- 
crease in marketings during the year. Beef 
prices are expected to follow the United 
States pattern in 1952, which would mean 
prices at or near the level of 1951. Prices of 
lamb and mutton will probably continue in 
their present relationship to prices of other 
meats. A slightly reduced wool clip is ex- 
pected, but it is improbable that wool prices 
will return to the early 1951 peak. 


DAIRY AND POULTRY PRODUCTS 

In 1952 only a little more than 16 billion 
pounds of milk may be produced, a slight de- 
cline from 1951. More milk will probably 
be used for fluid milk and cream, concen- 
trated milk products, and ice cream. Less 
will be available for butter and cheese. Ex- 
port markets will be required for Cheddar 
cheese and some concentrated products, and 
difficulties may arise in the disposal of these 
surpluses in sterling areas. Prices of most 
dairy products are not expected to change 
appreciably from those of the last quarter 
of 1951. 

Supplies of shell eggs for commercial mar- 
keting channels are expected to reach 155,- 
000,000 dozen during the 1951-52 crop year, 
which will be slightly below the 160,000,000 
dozen marketed during 1949-50. There will 
be more poultry during the first half of 1952 
than there was during the corresponding 
period in 1951. 


FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 

It is expected that a satisfactory quantity 
of apples can be sold for export and that 
steadier prices without major breaks will 
prevail during the remainder of the 1951-52 
season. The prices for other fruits probably 
will not be greatly different from those in 
1951. 

The 1951 potato crop of 67,200,000 bushels 
was 29,000,000 bushels smaller than in 1950. 
By November, wholesale prices were about 
three times as high as in November 1950. 
A light export movement to the United States 
is expected as a result of more attractive 
domestic prices. 

The packs of the principal canning crops 
were larger in 1951 than in 1950. Prices, 
however, were also up because of low stocks 
when the new pack reached the market (ex- 
cept in the case of corn). Some minor 
downward adjustment in prices may occur. 


OILSEED CROPS 

Although the exportable world supplies of 
edible oils and oilseeds are expected to be 
slightly larger in 1951-52 as compared with 
the preceding year, supplies of drying oils 
are expected to become increasingly short if 
present rates of consumption continue. 
Prices for drying oils probably will be some- 
what more firm than prices for edible oils 
during 1951-52. The outlook for the pro- 
ducers of flaxseed and soybeans appears 
relatively favorable. Some flaxseed will be 
available for export. A substantial increase 
in the production of soybeans over output 
in 1951 could be readily absorbed by the 
Canadian market. While rape-seed acreage 
may be increased slightly, some decline in 
sunflower-seed acreage is likely, because of 
the relatively low yields in recent years. 


FARM LABOR AND SUPPLIES 

The tight farm-labor situation will con- 
tinue in 1952. No great shortages are ex- 
pected in commodities used by farmers, 
although there will be a limited supply of 
equipment and certain types of fertilizers 
and pesticides because of the requirements 
of increased defense production. Prices in 
general are expected to remain at or slightly 
above the high levels of 1951. 





Chemicals considered in critical supply in 
Austria include sulfuric acid, carbon bisul- 
fide, caustic soda and solution, hydrogen 
peroxide, and titanium dioxide. 
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Colombia 


Tariffs and Trade Controls 


TRADE AND CLEARING AGREEMENTS SIGNED 
WITH GERMANY 


Two agreements between Colombia and the 
Federal Republic of Germany were signed in 
Bogota on December 17, 1951. The first is 
a clearing agreement which provides for a 
special account in the Bank of Germany 
through which all payments for trade and 
other transactions between the two countries 
will be cleared. The second is a trade agree- 
ment which provides for possible merchan- 
dise imports by each country from the other 
to a value of US$45,000,000 each way during 
1952. These two agreements, which super- 
sede a trade and clearing agreement of 
August 14, 1950 (se® FOREIGN COMMERCE 
WEEKLY of March 12, 1951), will enter into 
effect on February 17, 1952, will be valid 
for a term of 1 year, and will be extended 
automatically each successive year if not 
denounced by either of the two contracting 
parties. 

The most significant feature of the agree- 
ments, from the standpoint of United States 
trade is that many of the items which Co- 
lombia agrees to import from Germany are 
items heretofore on the list of prohibitive 
imports. Consequently, a decree has been 
prepared to remove these articles from the 
prohibited list, but Ministerial vacations 
were expected to delay issuance of the decree 
until after New Year. The specific goods 
involved will appear in a forthcoming issue 
of the Department’s Business Information 
Service. The most important item is be- 
lieved to be automobiles weighing less than 
1,240 kilograms. Removal of items from the 
prohibitive list will, of course, be generalized, 
so that United States, as well as German 
suppliers, will be benefited. Discussions 
with most of the local distributors of United 
States automobiles indicate, however, that 
only a few United States cars have been 
included in this category. 


Finland 


RECENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 


Finland made further progress during Oc- 
tober in putting the economic stabilization 
program into effect. On November 5 the 
Diet passed a law exempting certain con- 
sumer goods from payment of the general 
sales tax and established a new cost-of-living 
index. 

After having withdrawn a separate bill to 
regulate round timber exports because of op- 
position in the Diet the Government planned 
to control such exports through an amenc- 
ment to the Economic Powers Act. Other 
amendments to the Economic Powers Act 
which the Government is seeking are: Exten- 
sion of the present system of building per- 
mits to all construction; inclusion in the act 
of present rent-control provisions; and the 
granting of authority to the Government to 
regulate the production and consumption of 
electricity. 

PRICES AND PRODUCTION 

After a decline of 2 points in September- 
the first registered since May 1949—the 
wholesale-price index dropped an additional 
8 points in October to 1907 (1935=100). 
The price reductions ordered by the Govern- 
ment seem to have been fairly well observed 
by retailers, but the number of price-control 
Officials was raised in November to a total of 
170 to cope with increasingly complex en- 
forcement problems. 

The index of industrial production in Oc- 
tober rose 7 points to 139 (1948=100). The 
average index for the first 10 months of 1951 
was 129, as compared with 106 during the 
like period of 1950. The level of output 
reached in October probably represents the 
peak for 1951, because the power shortage 
prevailing since that time has reduced in- 
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dustrial operations appreciably. The power 
shortage was attributed to the exceptionally 
low water level in the lakes, as the result of 
an unusually dry autumn. The mechanical 
pulp industry was one of the hardest hit by 
the shortage and practically all its mills 
were shut down after early November. 


FINANCE 


The continued export boom was the chief 
factor in the record growth of 8,500,000,000 
Finnish marks in deposits in commercial 
banks during November. Increased demands 
for credit resulting from the approach of the 
holiday season led the banks to expand their 
business loans by 2,500,000 marks. At the 
same time they reduced their rediscounts 
with the Bank of Finland to zero, added 
2,900,000 marks to their cash holdings, and 
increased their outstanding foreign balances 
by 2,000,000. 

Also reflecting the favorable foreign-trade 
development was the growth in November 
of the Bank of Finland’s foreign currency 
holdings to a record high of 16,800,000 Fin- 
nish marks and the addition of more than 
1,000,000 to the gold reserve, bringing it to 
5,900,000 marks, as compared with 2,200,000 
a year ago. Currency note circulation con- 
tinued to increase in amount, passing the 
4,400,000 point at the end of November. A 
reduction of 5,400,000 marks in the public 
debt was expected in October, from 136,- 
000,000 to 130,600,000, of which 62,800,000 was 
internal debt and 67,800,000 foreign debt. 

Two Officials of the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development visited 
Finiand in November to study the country’s 
financial condition and proposals for use of 
the development loan for which Finland is 
applying this year to IBRD. The loan is 
sought primarily for the export (forest prod- 
uct) industries, and the remainder is to 
be divided among agriculture, power, port 
improvements, and the metal and textile 
industries. Action by IBRD on the loan 
application is expected by the spring of 1952. 


STOCKPILING OPERATIONS 


The Government decided on November 8 
to authorize the building up of an emer- 
gency stockpile of 150,000 metric tons of 
wheat and rye, sufficient for 5 months’ con- 
sumption. The present limit on grain sup- 
plies purchased by the State Granary is 90,- 
000 tons. The value of the stocks ultimately 
to be acquired is estimated at 4,500,000 
marks. 

Because the persistent drought of last 
summer and autumn considerably reduced 
the hay crop the Government decided in 
November to import 300,000 tons of cattle 
feed. To subsidize the retail price of this 
feed the sum of 1,500,000 marks will be ap- 
plied to the cost of this purchase from the 
import equalization fund. 


INDUSTRIAL EXPANSION 


Enso-Gutzeit Oy., the largest export com- 
bine in Finland and 90 percent Government- 
controlled, announced plans for construc- 
tion of a newsprint mill at Tainionkoski 
with an annual production capacity of 100,- 
000 tons. The new mill would expand Fin- 
land’s present newsprint capacity by 20 
percent. 

FOREIGN TRADE 


October “commercial” exports of 22,- 
300,000 marks were the highest On record 
and exceeded imports by 5,300,000, bringing 
the total export surplus for the first 2 
months of 1951 to 24,600,000 Finnish marks. 
Because of the increased foreign-exchange 
availabilities, particularly in sterling, the 
Government Licensing Board lifted import 
restrictions on a sizable list of commodities, 
including principally raw materials and 
other items for industry but also a few food- 
stuffs and consumer goods, provided pur- 
chases are made in currencies with which 
Finland is well supplied. It was indicated 
that import controls would be further re- 
laxed if the foreign currency situation con- 
tinued favorable. 


Finland signed trade agreements with 
Hungary, Israel, and Czechoslovakia during 
November calling for total trade exchanges 
in 1952 of US$7,000,000, US$14,000,000, and 
US$8,600,000 respectively. Negotiations open- 
ed in London on November 26 for a new trade 
agreement with the United Kingdom, Fin- 
land’s principal trading partner. Trade 
talks for the renewal of the annual agree- 
ment with Poland began in Warsaw on No- 
vember 29. At the month’s end negotiations 
for fixing the terms of 1952 deliveries within 
the framework of the long-term Finnish- 
Soviet trade agreement were still in progress 
in Moscow.—vU. S. LEGATION, HELSINKI, DEC. 
14, 1951. 


Freneh Equatorial 
Africa 


Tariffs and Trade Controls 


HIDE AND SKIN DUTIES DECREASED 


The export duty has been decreased in 
French Equatorial Africa from 10 to 8 per- 
cent ad valorem on raw reptile skins, and 
from 5 to 3 percent ad valorem on Cattle 
hides, simply tanned, whereas the import 
duty has been reduced from 12 to 2 percent 
ad valorem on raw hides and skins, limed or 
pickled, by orders of October 3, 1951, pub- 
lished in the Journal Officiel of French Equa- 
torial Africa of October 15. 


Germany, Western 
Tariffs and Trade Controls 


NEW IMPORT PROCEDURE ESTABLISHED 


Western Germany’s import control system 
has been reorganized by Runderlass Aussen- 
wirtschaft No. 56/51, of December 15, 1951, 
issued by the Federal Ministry of Economics 
and published in the Bundesanzeiger of 
December 18. The new system became ef- 
fective January 1, 1952. 

One of the principal changes inaugurated 
is the new requirement that West German 
firms must obtain a “Purchase Authoriza- 
tion” (Einkaufsermaechtigung) before con- 
cluding a contract with a foreign seller for 
the purchase of goods. Another major 
change is the transfer of licensing authority 
from the foreign trade banks to the Land 
Central Banks. The foreign trade banks 
will continue to receive certain types of ap- 
plications for screening and forwarding to 
the Central Banks. 

As previously, basic decisions with regard 
to commodities to be imported and funds 
available will be made and published by the 
Import Committee (Einfuhrausschuss) , com- 
posed of representatives of the Federal Min- 
istry for Economics, the Federal Ministry for 
Agriculture and Forestry, and the Bank 
Deutscher Laender. In announcing funds 
available for the purchase of various com- 
modities, the Import Committee will desig- 
nate the agency competent to issue purchase 
authorizations. Purchase authorizations 
may be issued by the Federal Agency for 
Trade and Industry (Bundesstelle fuer den 
Warenverkehr), the Foreign Trade Agency 
for Agricuture and Forestry Products (Aus- 
senhandelsstelle fuer Erzeugnisse der 
Ernaehrung und Landwirtschaft), both in 
Frankfurt am Main, or the Land Central 
Banks. 

Under the new system, only established 
importers with a history of importing the 
particular commodity requested are author- 
ized to apply for purchase authorizations and 
import licenses. Application for purchase 
authorization must be made to the desig- 
nated agency within the time period stipu- 
lated by the Import Committee. The issu- 
ance of a purchase authorization may be 
made conditional upon a firm offer by the 
foreign supplier. 

Upon issuance of the purchase authoriza- 
tion the importer is authorized to conclude 
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@ contract with the foreign supplier con- 
forming to the terms of the authorization. 
The validity period of the purchase author- 
ization will be determined by the issuing 
agency and will be dependent on the circum- 
stances of the individual transaction. The 
validity period will not be extended. In 
general, the contract should provide that 
the goods will be cleared through German 
customs within 3 months from the contract 
date (2 months if from European countries). 
The contract may not provide for opening 
of a letter of credit earlier than 60 days be- 
fore the agreed delivery date unless special 
authorization is obtained. 

Application for Import and Payment Li- 
cense (Einfuhr- und Zahlungsbewilligung) 
should be made immediately upon conclud- 
ing the contract to the Federal agency issu- 
ing the purchase authorization, or, if the 
purchase authorization was issued by the 
Land Central Bank, to a foreign trade bank. 
The existence of a contract must be proved 
by the submission of the original contract 
or other original written document evidenc- 
ing the purchase agreement. Certified copies 
may be accepted in lieu of the original. 

If such application is properly filed, and 
if the purchase contract conforms to the 
general import regulations and the terms 
of the purchase authorization, the import 
and payment license will be issued in due 
course. This license is necessary in order 
to clear the goods through customs and to 
release payment for the goods. Its validity 
period will be determined according to the 
individual circumstances of the transaction. 
As a general rule, it will be valid for about 
30 calendar days beyond the specified delivery 
date in order to allow for unforeseen delays 
in carrying out the contract. The validity 
period may be extended only in cases where 
the contract could not be carried out because 
of special circumstances over which the im- 
porter had no control. 

Special provision is made for licensing im- 
ports of commodities necessary for export 
production, small quantities of urgently 
needed goods, perishable agricultural prod- 
ucts, liberalized imports, and goods having 
military or strategic significance. 

The procedure will be applicable in West- 
ern Berlin as well as in the Federal Republic. 


TRADE AND CLEARING AGREEMENTS SIGNED 
WITH COLOMBIA 


(See item appearing under the heading 
“Colombia.” ) 


Honduras 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS IN NOVEMBER 
AGRICULTURE 


During the month of November the larger 
part of the press of Honduras was occupied 
with various phases of the agricultural pro- 
gram of the country. The National Develop- 
ment Bank announced a project for the 
betterment of Honduran cattle, in conjunc- 
tion with the Ministry of Development; 
STICA (Servicio Tecnico Interamericano de 
Cooperacion Agricola), an Institute of Inter- 
American Affairs agency; and the Director 
General of Agriculture. Another phase was 
the purchase of $10,000 worth of prime stock 
from the United States for use in an artifi- 
cial insemination program. The Bank 
recommended the establishment of a central 
veterinary service and laboratory for veter- 
inary diagnosis. The Bank’s own division of 
animal husbandry continued the develop- 
ment of its veterinary laboratories. 

The Bank also began a course in super- 
vised agricultural.credit. STICA, in its pro- 
gram to improve the quality of Honduran 
grain, has with the help of the National 
Center of Agronomy of El Salvador acquired 
substantial quantities of selected seeds for 
distribution. The National Development 
Bank's coffee division announced that it will 
spend a fourth of a million lempiras in cof- 
fee development during 1952. (1 lempira= 


12 


US$0.50.) In the municipality of Cantar- 
ranas in the Department of Francisco Mo- 
razan a cooperative of sugar growers was 
organized with the intent of constructing a 
sugar mill in that town. It is expected that 
approximately 1,500 manzanas of cane pres- 
ently in production in that area will be in- 
creased to 2,000 in the near future. (1 
manzana—1.7266 acres.) 


TRANSPORTATION 


Two domestic airlines, SAHSA (Servicio 
Aereo de Honduras, S. A.) and TACA (Hon- 
duras) (Transportes Aereos Centro Amer- 
icanos) raised their passenger and freight- 
cargo rates during the month. Both lines 
stated that the increase in rates was made 
necessary because of the rising costs of ma- 
terials, gasoline, airplanes, and parts. TAN 
(Transportes Aereos Nacionales) extended its 
passenger and freight service by adding Man- 
agua (Nicaragua) and San Salvador (El 
Salvador) to its scheduled flights, with two 
flights weekly to both cities. 

The western highway project from San 
Pedro Sula to Santa Rosa de Copan neared 
completion. The western terminus of the 
road was only 32 kilometers from Santa Rosa 
de Copan. It is expected that this im- 
portant highway, which will open up fertile 
coffee- and tobacco-growing regions, will be 
ready for traffic early in 1952. Paving of the 
south coast highway running from Teguci- 
galpa to San Lorenzo on the Gulf of Fonseca, 
a distance of 81 miles, was under consider- 
ation. The National Government was ex- 
pected to obtain a loan of $10,000,000 from 
the Central Bank for highway work. 


BUSINESS CONDITIONS 


Businessmen in the Tegucigalpa area 
reported increased sales as a result, undoubt- 
edly, of pre-Christmas buying. However, the 
usual complaint that business was not as 
good as it used to be continued. The Gov- 
ernment’s widespread highway program, in 
addition to the construction of Government 
buildings, was creating a certain amount of 
available cash for the Christmas season. 
Local retail merchants reported that they 
were now turning to Colombia to obtain their 
imports of shoe uppers because Colombian 
prices c. i. f. Honduran port were 30 percent 
lower than United States f. o. b. prices. 
Although the leather is not top quality it 
finds a ready market in the country inas- 
much as Honduras is primarily a price 
market. 

Wholesale merchants on the north coast 
reported high sales, particularly in the in- 
terior of the country. Some stated that 
November was the best month they had ever 
had. An upturn in retail sales was noted in 
San Pedro Sula during the latter part of the 
month as Christmas buying began. Con- 
struction of the new brewery in San Pedro 
Sula continued, and this plant is expected to 
begin production in March 1952. This build- 
ing is reputed to have the largest refrig- 
erated space of any building in Central 
America and to house more floor space under 
one roof.—U. S. Empassy, TEGUCIGALPA, DEc. 
14, 1951. 


Indonesia 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS IN NOVEMBER 


Rainfall in November averaged 40 percent 
of normal and caused heavy damage to crops. 
Rice retail prices remained generally un- 
changed from the preceding month. A sec- 
ond cassava estate plans to discontinue oper- 
ations because of theft and other losses. 
Surveys showed that teak and other forests 
in Java suffered heavy damage during and 
subsequent to occupation. 

The Industrial Board's report advocated 
that Indonesia attract technical know-how 
and capital from abroad. Drought condi- 
tions resulted in power shortages and forced 
the closing of industrial enterprise affecting 
an estimated 100,000 workers. 

Imports in the first 9 months of 1951 ap- 
proximated those for the entire year 1950. A 





new trade agreement with Australia pro- 
vides for greater exports and imports. 

Parliament approved the nationalization of 
the Java Bank. Sugar estates are in need of 
outside financing because of high produc- 
tion costs and thefts. 


AGRICULTURE 


The west monsoon set in very late, and 
rainfall in November averaged only 40 per- 
cent of normal. Drought conditions were 
serious in Java and Madura; damage to Sep- 
tember—October planted padigogo (nonirri- 
gated rice) and to secondary crops, such as 
corn, peanuts, and soybeans, in West Java, 
was estimated at 90 percent and amounted 
to about 96,000,000 rupiahs in value (1 ru- 
piah = US$0.2632). The effects of the long 
drought during the last east monsoon also 
affected agricultural production in South 
Celebes. Delayed rains resulted in serious 
rice shortages in the Lesser Sunda Islands. 
The west monsoon rains began early in De- 
cember and replanting of damaged areas was 
under way. Planting of the main crop, 
sawah padi (irrigated rice), will be 1 to 2 
months late in much of Java. 

Retail rice prices in November were gen- 
erally unchanged, compared with those of 
the preceding month and ranged from 2.80 
to 3.00 rupiahs per liter for first-quality 
milled rice in Djakarta and from 2.20 to 2.30 
rupiahs for hand-pounded rice. 

A second cassava estate announced that it 
Plans to cease operations for 2 years because 
of theft and loss of more than 80 percent 
of its 1,800 hectares of cassava planted over 
the preceding three months. (1 hectare 
2.471 acres.) The loss to the estate, which 
produces chiefly for export, is estimated at 
7,000,000 rupiahs, and, in addition, the loss 
of export duties will approximate 3,000,000 
more. 

Damage to teak and other forests by over- 
cutting during the Japanese occupation and 
by encroachment of farmers on forest land 
since 1946 has been especially heavy in Cen- 
tral Java, where surveys show as much as 
86,000 hectares of forest land ruined. Some 
10,000 hectares have been rehabilitated, and 
it is planned that the remaining area will be 
reforested in a 10-year program. 


INDUSTRY 


Late in November the Industrialization 
Board submitted a report to the Indonesian 
Government containing several suggestions 
with respect to the policy to be pursued in 
connection with the establishment of in- 
dustries and the attraction of needed foreign 
capital. In releasing the report the Ministry 
of Economic Affairs indicated that the main 
objective of the Government would be to 
bring about a more balanced economic struc- 
ture in Indonesia but that it has never been 
the intention to develop industry at the ex- 
pense of agriculture. The report emphasizes 
that Indonesia must take steps to attract 
capital and technical know-how from abroad 
and points out that there need be no fear 
of a possible appearance of an ‘economic 
colonialism” since the Government would be 
in control of industrialization projects. 


LABOR 


Large-scale unemployment in the West 
Java region resulted from the shortage of 
electric power brought on by near-drought 
conditions. The delay of the onset of the 
rainy season expected in mid-October caused 
reservoirs to dry and forced shut-downs of 
most all industrial enterprises in the Band- 
ung area. Particularly hard hit were the 
textile plants centered in Bandung and Garot, 
which early in the month were restricted to 
a 4-day work week but later were forced to 
close completely. An estimated 100,000 work- 
ers were without employment and employers 
were asked to contribute up to 70 percent of 
the workers’ basic wages to relieve suffering. 

Surveys compiled by the unions showed 
that the average Indonesian worker in Band- 
ung was receiving wages of only 3 rupiahs 
a day, whereas the minimum amount neces- 
sary to provide for a family of four was com- 
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puted as 9.50 rupiahs. The Indonesian 
Government had set a basic minimum wage 
of 5 rupiahs in Bandung, but the unions 
maintain that most of the employers failed 
to abide by the regulation. 


FOREIGN TRADE 


The latest available import figures show 
that in the first 9 months of 1951 Indonesia 
imported approximately 2 million metric tons 
of goods valued at about 2.1 billion rupiahs. 
These figures compare with 2.6 million met- 
ric tons valued at 1.5 billion rupiahs for the 
entire year 1950. September imports amount- 
ing to 337,616 metric tons set a new record 
by value—375 million rupiahs. 

Negotiations extending the current trade 
agreement with Australia to September 30, 
1952, were completed. Under the terms of 
the new agreement Indonesia will export to 
Australia rubber, timber, tea, Kapok, and 
coffee to a total value of 6,850,000 pounds, 
or 3,000,000 pounds more than under the 
preceding agreement. Imports from Aus- 
tralia will consist of wheat, metal and metal 
products, machines, pharmaceuticals, and 
foodstuffs to a total value of 4,905,000 pounds, 
or 1,000,000 pounds more than before. 

As a result of orders placed many months 
ago, Indonesia has now begun to receive the 
first shipments of rolling stock for the poorly 
equipped State Railways. Both freight and 
passenger cars have been received from the 
Netherlands, locomotives from Germany, and, 
in addition, 30 locomotives have been ordered 
from a United States firm at a cost of $6,500,- 
000 for delivery in 1953. 


FINANCE 


On November 30 the Indonesian Parliament 
unanimously approved the nationalization of 
the Java Bank. The Government had pre- 
viously purchased 97 percent of the total 
stock outstanding, and the remaining shares 
were divided among several hundred share- 
holders. As the law provides that one share- 
holder cannot have more than six votes, the 
Government did not have voting control, and 
for this reason nationalization was deemed 
necessary. 

According to a statement by the President- 
Director of the Java Bank, estate sugar pro- 
ducers face serious difficulties in obtaining 
credit for 1952 crop production. In 1951 op- 
erating estates in Java required credit 
amounting to 280,000,000 rupiahs, and in 1952 
they may require up to 400,000,000 rupiahs. 
High production costs and thefts have greatly 
increased the need for outside financing, and 
an early solution to the problem of increased 
credit is essential to preparations for 1952 
crop planting. 

With a view to eliminating the necessity 
for farmers to sell crops before harvest at 
cheap prices, the Government has earmarked 
a fund of 50,000,000 rupiahs to be available 
for extension of agricultural loans to small 
farmers through the Bank Rakjat (People’s 
Bank)—U. S. EmpBassy, DsakartTa, Dec. 17, 
1951. 


Italy 


Tariffs and Trade Controls 


New BILATERAL TRADE AGREEMENT 
CONCLUDED WITH ITALY 


An agreement between Denmark and Italy 
concerning bilateral trade between the two 
countries during the 12-month period begin- 
ning on October 15, 1951, became effective 
on October 16, the date of its signature at 
Rome, according to a report of December 3 
from the U. S. Embassy in Copenhagen. 

Trade between the two countries during 
the validity of the new agreement is expected 
considerably to exceed the level under the 
preceding agreement. The current agree- 
ment establishes Italian quotas for imports 
from Denmark of articles still subject to 
import control in Italy, amounting to 21,- 
500,000 Danish crowns. The principal items 
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are internal combustion engines, metal man- 
ufactures, machinery, and cryolite. Imports 
from Denmark of goods on Italy’s regional 
free list are expected to amount to 204,000,000 
crowns. Denmark has agreed to issue ex- 
port licenses for 128,000,000 crowns’ worth 
of specified free-list commodities, princi- 
pally horses, cattle, meat, eggs, seed pota- 
toes and fish. 

The agreement establishes Danish import 
quotas for Italian citrus fruits, wines, rice, 
almonds, office machines, motortrucks, pho- 
tographic supplies, and a variety of other 
articles still subject to import control, to a 
value of 37,000,000 crowns, and it is antici- 
pated that Denmark will import yarns, textile 
fabrics, feeds, hemp, tires, and other articles 
now on the Danish regional free list, to a 
value of 70,000,000 crowns. 

It is estimated that, taking into account 
Danish tourist and other expenditures in 
Italy, Denmark will have a creditor position 
in EPU of about 100,000,000 crowns under 
this agreement. 


Libya 
LIBYA ACHIEVES INDEPENDENCE— 
CORRECTION 


Through an editorial error the first sen- 
tence of a box item appearing under the 
foregoing title in Foreign COMMERCE 
WEEKLY of January 21, 1952, page 17, is in- 
correctly stated. The sentence as originally 
written, and as it should have appeared, is 
as follows: “‘The independence of the United 
Kingdom of Libya was proclaimed on Decem- 
ber 24, 1951, by the country’s new ruler, King 
Idris I.” 


Mexico 


RECENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 


Economic conditions in Mexico during No- 
vember and December were improved over 
most of the country, although a few districts, 
notably Agua Prieta and Ciudad Juarez, re- 
ported unsatisfactory situations. Although 
prices of consumer goods were up and the 
cost of living continued to rise, increased 
retail sales were noted in many areas. Mean- 
while, in the earlier part of the period, mer- 
chants were increasing their inventories in 
anticipation of holiday buying. Manufac- 
turing was reported at a high level in all 
lines, and raw-material prices were more 
stable, after the fluctuations of the summer 
months. 

Imports continued to outrun exports, Oc- 
tober’s foreign-trade statistics showing im- 
ports valued at 514,023,456 pesos, against ex- 
ports of 434,462,069 pesos. Despite Mexico’s 
growing adverse commercial balance, little 
concern was manifested locally, as the bulk 
of imports consisted of capital goods, and 
only a small percentage of receipts were in 
the category of luxury items. 


FINANCE 


Mexico’s proposed 1952 budget of expendi- 
tures, released on December 11, amounts to 
3,995,900,000 pesos, an increase of some 894,- 
000,000 pesos over the 1951 budget. Al- 
though virtually all items of the budget of 
expenditures are increased, the principal in- 
crements are in the funds assigned to the 
Ministries of Communications, Hydraulic 
Recources, Education, and National Defense. 
Notable also is an increase of some 258,000,- 
000 pesos in funds set aside for servicing 
Mexico’s public debt. 

Federal revenues during 1952, according to 
the press, are estimated at 3,998,100,000 pesos, 
and receipts from income taxes and import 
and export duties are to provide the greater 
portion. The Minister of Finance stated 
that the Government not only would live 
within its 1952 income, but probably would 
show a surplus. 


The wholesale price index for Mexico City 
(1939=100) stood at 402.7 for November, 
compared with 394.7 in October. 


AGRICULTURE 


Estimates for the 1951-52 cotton crop have 
been revised upward to 1,275,000 bales, an in- 
crease of nearly 16 percent over the preceding 
crop. Otherwise, crop reports varied from 
“excellent” in the central plateau and sur- 
rounding areas to “disappointing” in districts 
adjacent to the United States border, where 
corn, tomatoes, and beans were below nor- 
mal. In Chihuahua, drought ruined beans, 
oats, and corn standards, and, in an effort 
to improve conditions, 15,000,000 pesos were 
made available by the Federal Government 
to individuals for the construction of irriga- 
tion wells and the purchase of necessary 
pumps and tubing. Similar credits were 
reported in the Mazatlan area. 


TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 

In December the Mexican Government pur- 
chased the Southern Pacific of Mexico Rail- 
road from its United States owners at a cost 
of US$12,000,000. Terms of the purchase call 
for the payment of $3,000,000 in cash and 
the financing of the remaining $9,000,000 by 
a 3% percent 15-year bond issue. 

Freight congestion at Monterrey has been 
largely relieved, and the suggestion has been 
advanced that the routing of freight via 
Piedras Negras rather than Nuevo Laredo 
would do much to relieve the congestion at 
the latter port. 

Road construction continued at a normal 
pace during November and December. The 
Federal Government authorized the Governor 
of Chihuahua to use Ejido funds for road 
building in the mining area. Work on the 
Durango-Mazatlan railroad was slow, while 
relaying of the main track of the National 
Railways line between Tampico and San 
Luis Potosi continued, a phase of the 
rehabilitation of the National system. 


POWER AND MINING 


With the installation of the United States 
Navy’s mobile 10,000-kw. turbo generator, 
electric-power restrictions in Chihuahua 
were lifted, temporarily at least. The Tor- 
reon region also was benefited by the 
addition of the Navy’s power unit. 

Two important mining companies were re- 
ported seriously interested in reopening 
lead and silver mines in Chihuahua. This 
once important mining area was largely 
abandoned when the high-grade ore ran out; 
however, the mines still contain substantial 
quantities of low-grade ore. It is reported 
that a high-grade manganese-ore deposit has 
been discovered at Autilan, Jalisco, and is be- 
ing worked at a present daily production of 
two carloads. 

All of the principal coal mines in the 
Sabinas region of Coahuila were working at 
full capacity and above-ground stocks in- 
creased daily awaiting the arrival of railroad 
cars. 

LABOR 


There were no serious unemployment 
problems throughout the country in the last 
2 months of 1951. Seasonal cotton workers 
in the North quickly found employment in 
construction projects at the end of the cotton 
season. Daily minimum wages in Ciudad 
Juarez were raised to 13.12 pesos from 6.80 
pesos, subject to approval of the State gov- 
ernment. Similar gains were reported in 
Mexico City, Guadalajara, and Puebla. Else- 
where, negotiations for the fixing of mini- 
mum wages for the coming biennium still 
were under way between labor, employers, 
and State authorities—U. S. Emsassy, 
Mexico City, Dec. 27, 1951. 


New Zealand 


RECENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 
WOooL 


New Zealand’s 1950-51 wool check was a 
record in the country’s history. The figures 
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released by the New Zealand Wool Brokers 
Association show that the wool clip for the 
1950-51 season realized NZ£139,700,000 
($391,160,000), compared with NZ£59,200,000 
($165,760,000) for the preceding season. The 
value of the 1950-51 season's clip had been 
expected to exceed NZ£160,000,000 ($448,000,- 
000), but this estimate was made before the 
waterfront strike and before world wool 
prices fell from their peak. The first wool 
sale of the 1951-52 season was held at Auck- 
land on November 12. Prices were approxi- 
mately 742 percent above those which pre- 
vailed at the closing sale of the old season 
held in Wellington on October 12, but in 
succeeding sales wool values eased. A con- 
siderable amount of wool is being held back 
because shearing was interrupted by wet 
weather. 

Sheep farmers’ money frozen in wool reten- 
tion accounts on December 4, 1950, is to be 
repaid in installments over 5 years beginning 
in 1952. The total amount to be refunded 
under the provisions of the Wool Proceeds 
Retention Amendment Bill of November 2, 
1951; is expected to reach NZ£32,600,000 
($91,280,000). The Prime Minister in his 
budget message delivered on October 8 stated 
that the purpose of the wool retention 
scheme was threefold: (1) To keep out of 
circulation money that could not be equaled 
with goods; (2) to keep money in the indi- 
vidual account of the individual farmer; and 
(3) to have some 20,000 individual farmers 
with reserve funds to maintain their incomes 
as and when prices fall. The Prime Minister 
also said “Wool prices have now fallen to 
moderate levels and the purpose being served, 
arrangements have been made to release 
wool retention funds over a maximum period 
of five years.” 

The Wool Commission Bill introduced into 
Parliament the latter part of November is a 
market-support plan presented by the New 
Zealand Wool Board after Australian growers 
rejected a proposed British Commonwealth 
price stabilization organization. It would 
provide for Government buying when prices 
fall below minimum levels set by the Wool 
Commission. The scheme is said to have 
advantages for the country because in de- 
pressed market conditions it would encour- 
age maintenance of wool production and at 
the same time counter deflation by supple- 
menting growers’ income. 


OTHER AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS 


The 1950-51 meat production, about 70 
percent of which goes to the United King- 
dom, was the smallest in 13 years. An ex- 
ceptionally good grazing season and the high 
prices that prevailed for wool contributed to 
the holding of excessive numbers of both 
sheep and cattle on farms. Unfortunately 
the winter of 1950 was colder and wetter than 
usual, and livestock were prevented from fat- 
tening properly. Because of the build-up of 
livestock on farms, Officials anticipate that 
meat production in 1951-52 will be above 
average, probably the largest in several years. 

Total meat production in the year approx- 
imated 515,000 long tons, as compared with 
575,000 long tons in the 1949-50 season. 
Meat exports for 1950—51 are believed to have 
been about 293,000 long tons, as compared 
with 352,400 long tons in 1949-50. Meat ex- 
ports during the current season will probably 
exceed those of 1950-51 and possibly ap- 
proach the 1949-50 figure. 

Dairy production in the 1950-51 season 
established a new record. Creamery butter 
and cheese amounted to 178,500 and 107,400 
long tons, respectively (1949-50 creamery 
butter, 166,100 long tons; cheese, 105,400 long 
tons). Butter manufacture in the 1951-52 
season through October was slightly higher 
than in the preceding year. Cheese manu- 
facture was down slightly. A retroactive in- 
crease of 744 percent in export prices of but- 
ter and cheese was granted when the 1950-51 
season was well advanced, and a similar in- 
crease for the current season has been ob- 
tained. Marketing officials had hoped to 
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expand sales of manufactured dairy products 
to countries other than the United Kingdom 
and for this purpose had secured the release 
of 15 percent of the exportable surplus of 
butter and cheese. These efforts were nulli- 
fied to a large extent by the actions of foreign 
Governments, principally the United States, 
in restricting or prohibiting the sale of such 
imported dairy products. 

Wheat production in 1951-52 is not ex- 
pected to exceed 4,000,000 bushels. Such 
production would mean that New Zealand 
will have to purchase overseas 8,000,000 bush- 
els of wheat, an increasingly difficult task 
at the present time. 


FINANCE 


Advances and discounts of the five New 
Zealand trading banks rose by NZ£10,000,000 
($28,000,000) to a new all-time peak of 
NZ£143,200,000 ($400,960,000) during the 
month ended October 31, despite the Govern- 
ment’s policy of tighter controls of credit. 
This level was NZ£5,600,000 ($15,680,000) 
higher than the preceding record reached 
in June and more than NZ£46,000,000 ($128,- 
800,000) above the level of a year before. 
Deposits, on the other hand, declined during 
October, and the total of NZ£259,800,000 
($727,440,000) was NZ£4,400,000 (12,320,000) 
lower than in September. 

The country’s oversea balances have been 
falling. The largest contraction in sterling 
exchange funds after the week when the New 
Zealand pound was revalued in August 1948, 
occurred during the week ended November 
14, 1951, when these funds fell NZ£13,500,000 
($37,800,000) to NZ£41,100,000 ($115,080,000) , 
compared with the drop in August 1948 of 
NZ£14,900,000 ($41,720,000) to NZ£63,500,000 
($177,800,000). For the first time in 1951 
sterling funds were below the total of the 
corresponding week in 1950. Sterling funds 
fell continuously during August—October and 
as of November 14 were NZ£45,000,000 ($118,- 
000,000) lower than the peak of NZ£86,300,000 
($241,640,000) reached on August 8, 1951. 
Offsetting the latest drop, however, was a 
rise of NZ£10,000,000 ($28,000,000) to NZ£46,- 
200,000 ($129,360,000) in the banks’ invest- 
ments, which indicates substantial purchases 
of oversea stocks. 


FOREIGN TRADE 


In the first 9 months of 1951, New Zealand 
imported approximately 20,000 cars from 
Britain. The Minister of Industries and 
Commerce estimated that total imports from 
the United Kingdom in 1951 should ap- 
proximate 30,000 cars, compared with 19,723 
in 1950. He announced that a decision re- 
garding 1952 import licenses for United 
States cars will be postponed pending an 
assessment of New Zealand’s needs for the 
year. The matter will be reviewed after the 
3,000 cars, said to have been ordered under 
1951 licenses, have been distributed, and then 
it will be determined if essential needs have 
been met by such 1951 imports. The Minister 
also announced that 1952 licenses for trac- 
tors from the United States and Canada 
would amount to NZ£5,000,000 ($14,000,000) ; 
agricultural machines NZ£3,000,000 ($8,400,- 
000); and industrial tractors and earth-mov- 
ing equipment, NZ£2,000,000 ($5,600,000). 

Imports from Japan amounting to NZ£750,- 
000 ($2,100,000) for cotton, rayon, and silk 
materials were authorized by 1952 import 
licenses. According to the Customs Depart- 
ment, the 1952 licenses aggregate only half 
the 1951 total because a substantial propor- 
tion of Japanese cottons, rayons, and silks 
ordered on 1951 licenses is still to arrive. In 
addition, more textiles are coming from the 
United Kingdom. 

The first trade delegation from Western 
Germany to visit New Zealand since the war 
arrived in Wellington in the latter part of 
November for the purpose of promoting Ger- 
man exports. The six German businessmen 
comprising the delegation are quoted in the 
press as saying that Western Germany can 
supply many goods which New Zealand im- 
ports from the United States and Canada, 





particularly machinery. The German firms 
will also bid, probably in a group, for the 
construction contract of the Auckland Har- 
bor Bridge. 


BRITISH BUSSES FOR AUCKLAND 


The Auckland Transport Board has placed 
an order for 90 British-built Diesel busses 
costing nearly NZ£620,000 ($1,736,000) for 
use in the city’s NZ£2,450,000 ($6,860,000) 
modernization program. According to the 
Auckland Star, the contract is the largest 
single order for busses ever placed in New 
Zealand. Delivery is to begin in a year and 
complete delivery is expected in 2 years. 
Tenders for trolley busses, also part of the 
modernization plan, are to close on Decem- 
ber 14. 

Cost or LIVING 


Living costs continue to advance. The all- 
group consumers’ price index for the third 
quarter of 1951 increased 38 points (3% per- 
cent) above the index for the second quarter 
of 1951. The all-group index has risen 207 
points (20-%9 percent) in the 24% years 
since the establishment of the index in the 
first quarter of 1949. The groups showing 
the greatest percentage increases were food 
and clothing. The food-group figure was up 
largely because of 10-percent increases in the 
prices of fruits, vegetables, and eggs.—tuU. S. 
EMBASSY, WELLINGTON, Nov. 23 and 30 and 
Dec. 14, 1951. 


Norway 


Tariffs and Trade Controls 


GIFT PACKAGE REGULATIONS CHANGED— 
CORRECTION 


The figure of 200 crowns (US$29) shown on 
page 14 in ForREIGN COMMERCE WEEKLY of Jan- 
uary 14, 1952, as the value of gift parcels 
requiring import licenses in Norway was in 
error. The correct figure should read 200 
crowns (US$28). 


Paraguay 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN DECEMBER 
FINANCE 


Formal announcement of the granting of 
a $5,000,000 loan to Paraguay by the Inter- 
national Bank for Reconstruction and Devel- 
opment was made in December. This impor- 
tant loan, which increases Paraguay’s total 
foreign debt by more than a third, is designed 
to stimulate agricultural production by the 
purchase of the following articles: Agricul- 
tural hand tools; tractors; cultivators and 
other farm machinery; wire fencing; insecti- 
cides; road-building machinery to provide 
means of transportation from agricultural 
production areas to consuming centers; and 
machinery pool equipment. 

An important feature of the loan is that it 
required the establishment of the autono- 
mous Agricultural Credit Rehabilitation or- 
ganization. This organization, known as 
CAH, which until recently was an integral 
part of the Bank of Paraguay, has been 
granted the status of an independent Gov- 
ernment entity. Because of the important 
collaboration of the Institute of Inter-Ameri- 
can Affairs with the agricultural development 
program, the chief of the ITAA Mission is a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
newly constituted CAH. It is understood 
that approximately one-third of the articles 
purchased with the $5,000,000 loan will be 
distributed by CAH, so that its importance to 
the new endeavor of modernizing and im- 
proving Paraguay’s agricultural production is 
obvious. It is expected that other articles 
purchased in bulk will be handled by the 
Bank of Paraguay. 

There was no change in the two official 
rates of 6 and 9 guaranies per US$1. Al- 
though holding during most of December to 
its November “free’’ market quotation of 32.50 
guaranies, late in the month the dollar fell 
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to 31.80, where it closed. Scarcity of cur- 
rency in the Bank of Paraguay forced resump- 
tion of some trading in the black market at 
slightly higher rates. 


LABOR 


As has been customary for many years a 
year-end bonus of one month’s salary, the 
so-called aguinaldo, was again decreed in 
Paraguay for 1951. It seems safe to con- 
sider this bonus as a permanent institution 
in Paraguay. 

A general work stoppage except in some 
transportation services and the electric 
power services occurred on the morning of 
December 30. At that time a rally was held, 
during which it was announced that after 
years of negotiation and effort a law had 
been promulgated granting workers and 
employees 6 to 30 days paid annual vacation, 
the length of the vacation depending on the 
number of years of service with the employer. 

There is also under consideration a law to 
grant a 5 percent bonus for each legitimate 
child of a worker or employee earning less 
than 600 guaranties a month. Although 
this law is still being considered by the 
Council of State, there is general expecta- 
tion that it will be enacted in the near fu- 
ture. In summation, it seems that Para- 
guayan labor made more concrete gains in 
1951 than during the preceding 10 years. 


AGRICULTURE 


A 3-day animal and farm produce fair 
was held in Asuncion in December, and it 
is noteworthy that STICA, an organization 
of United States and Paraguayan experts for 
the improvement of Paraguayan agriculture, 
cooperated wholeheartedly. This fair fol- 
lowed an exceptionally successful exposition 
of truck-garden produce held exclusively by 
STICA a few months earlier, and together 
these fairs give evidence of a greater aware- 
ness of the importance of agricultural pro- 
duce in the minds of Government Officials 
in Asuncion. This enlightened attitude, to- 
gether with the $5,000,000 IBRD loan, should 
contribute greatly to the prosperity of Para- 
guay in 1952 and even more in 1953, when 
some concrete results from the investment 
should be apparent. 

Another governmental step indicating a 
strong desire to increase agricultural pro- 
duction was the expropriation for social 
betterment of a privately owned property of 
nearly 68,000 hectares in the fertile south- 
eastern region of Paraguay near the city of 
Encarnacion. The plan is to divide this 
property among 2,000 or 3,000 farmers and 
arrangements will be made for supervision 
of their operations and assistance in the 
marketing of the produce. 

In contrast, the livestock situation is de- 
teriorating. Substantial numbers of live 
cattle were allegedly smuggled out of the 
country during 1951. The Paraguayan herds, 
which suffered considerably in the revolu- 
tionary disturbances in 1946 and 1947 and 
never recovered, cannot stand such deple- 
tion. In 1951, availability of animals for 
slaughter was so limited that a large number 
of calves and breeding cows were slaughtered 
for consumption, particularly in the 
Asuncion area, and the already depleted 
herds were thus further damaged.—uwU. S. 
EMBASSY, ASUNCION, JAN. 2, 1952. 


Peru 


RECENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 


Foreign exchange rates continued stable 
in Peru throughout the first 3 weeks of De- 
cember 1951. Although the dollar inflow 
during November was considerably less than 
in October, supplies of exchange were suffi- 
cient to meet demand. Fairly stable levels 
of commercial bank credit, deposits, and cur- 
rency in circulation were among the indirect 
factors contributing to the maintenance of 
steady foreign exchange rates. 

For several weeks dollar quotations aver- 
aged 15.35 soles per dollar for exchange cer- 


January 28, 1952 


tificates and 15.50 for free exchange. 
Sterling quotations, on the other hand, 
strengthened noticeably from 35.80 soles per 
pound on November 30 to 38.00 by Decem- 
ber 19. 

As of December 15, the Central Reserve 
Bank’s net exchange position stood at 
$20,800,000, a slight improvement over net 
holdings of $20,000,000 on November 30. 
Dollar balances were short by $6,600,000, but 
gold holdings remained unchanged at 
$27,400,000. 

In view of the satisfactory results of the 
tight credit policy pursued since May 17, 1951, 
a slight relaxation from the restrictions was 
permitted in a regulation by the Superin- 
tendent of Banks dated December 3, as 
follows: (a) Commercial bank reserve 
requirements on any increase in demand and 
other sight obligations after May 17, 1951, 
were reduced from 50 to 30 percent, and on 
time obligations and savings deposits, from 
25 to 15 percent; (b) banks were authorized 
to accept documents having a maturity up 
to 180 days as collateral security against 
advances on commercial paper. Previously, 
only documents with a maximum maturity 
of 120 days could be used as collateral 
security. 

A bill submitted by the Administration 
which would authorize the negotiation by 
the Executive of a loan for $60,000,000 from 
the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development and the Export-Import 
Bank, was approved by the Chamber of 
Deputies. The loan would be for a maxi- 
mum period of 30 years and would bear in- 
terest not exceeding 5 percent per annum. 
The funds would be used for irrigation proj- 
ects, port development, and other public 
works, and for the promotion of national 
production including foodstuffs. 

A new commercial bank named “Banco de 
Lima,” capitalized at 20,000,000 soles, has 
filed an application to operate in Peru. 
Credit Lyonnais of France is said to par- 
ticipate in the capital stock to the extent of 
30 percent. 

FOREIGN TRADE 


Peru’s foreign trade showed unusual 
trends in the first half of 1951. Imports of 
$149,242,352, exceeded exports by $52,900,438. 
Even deducting $18,000,000 worth of gold 
bullion brought in by the Central Reserve 
Bank of Peru, the import value in the first 
half of 1951 was an all-time record for the 
period. The volume of 380,544 metric tons 
imported in the January—June period of 1951, 
surpassed by 102,902 tons the previous peak 
reached in the equivalent period of 1947. 
The value of exports in the first half of 1951 
($96,341,921) was also a new record for the 
period, but the corresponding tonnage (798,- 
730 metric tons) was the lowest since 1938, 
with the sole exception of shipments in the 
first half of 1947 (783,929 tons). This un- 
favorable situation in Peru’s foreign com- 
merce was ascribed largely to exceptionally 
heavy purchases abroad, arising from an 
abundant money supply in Peru and antici- 
pation of further export restrictions in sup- 
plying countries. 


TRADE AGREEMENTS 


A press dispatch of December 13, 1951, from 
Bonn, Germany, published in the Peruvian 
press December 14, announced ratification by 
the Federal Parliament of the trade agree- 
ment between Peru and Germany. The 
agreement still is subject to ratification by 
the Peruvian Congress. Another press re- 
port of December 11, from Santiago, Chile, 
announced a further extension for 1 year, 
effective November 9, 1951, of the Peruvian- 
Chilean trade agreement. 


PETROLEUM 


The Peruvian Chamber of Deputies, on De- 
cember 15, passed a petroleum bill which 
represents a modified version of the Substi- 
tutive Bill drawn up by the Deputies’ Com- 
mission during the past year. 

The bill as passed attempts to provide a 
“50-50” profit-sharing formula, and also 


contains provisions for the supplying of 
domestic requirements at Government fixed 
prices, a minimum 20 percent export tax as 
a nonrefundable advance against the State’s. 
share of the “50-50” profit-sharing formula, 
a depletion allowance of 15 percent, surface 
rights taxes, and 2 percent assigned taxes cn 
exports. The bill has now been referred to 
the Senate for further debate. 


MINERALS—THE MARCONA IRON DEPOSIT 


Approval was finally given by both Houses 
of the Peruvian Congress and President Odria 
to a contract under negotiation between a 
United States corporation and the Govern- 
ment’s Santa Corporation. 

The agreement is for the purpose of effect- 
ing the exploitation of Peru’s largest known 
iron deposits situated at Marcona, near 
Nazca, close to the coast of southern Peru. 
Exact terms of the contract have not been 
made public, but it is generally known that, 
after a period of 18 months for exploration, 
the United States firm could exercise its op- 
tion to exploit the Marcona deposits—prin- 
cipally for export. The company guarantees 
to produce a minimum of 500,000 tons annu- 
ally of high-grade iron ore for shipment 
abroad, as well as 150,000 to 300,000 tons per 
year to be delivered locally to the Santa 
Corporation. The latter tonnage would be 
moved to Chimbote where plans are being 
laid for Peru’s proposed steel industry. 


AGRICULTURE 


After a series of poor crops in the past 3 
years resulting from the lack of sufficient 
water for irrigation, it is estimated that the 
1952 rice crop in Peru will be back to normal, 
in which case production should come close 
to providing sufficient rice for local consump- 
tion. Peru imported some 20,000 to 25,000 
metric tons of rice each year during 1950 and 
1951. 

Production of the 1952 potato crop may be 
less than normal because of blight.—U. S. 
EmBassy, Lima, Dec. 21, 1951. 


Philippines 


RECENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 


Buying activities in the retail trade in 
Manila improved in the latter part of De- 
cember, but not to the degree expected over 
the Christmas season. Consumer resistance, 
which had persisted since mid-1951 to luxury 
goods in particular, was indicative of the 
tight cash situation and high prices pre- 
vailing for nonessentials. Cost-of-living and 
retail price indexes remained relatively sta- 
tionary from the end of November through 
late December, after small but steady de- 
clines which started in July. 

More consumer goods were available dur- 
the pre-Christmas buying season than at any 
time since the imposition of import controls 
in December 1949. On the other hand, ar- 
rivals of essential raw materials and capital 
goods that were in short supply in the United 
States were so slow and uncertain as to 
necessitate a less restrictive policy on credit 
and a liberalizing of approvals for import ap- 
plications for such items. The Central Bank 
recently announced that it would make an 
advance certification of $40,000,000 for the 
importation of articles which are subject to 
various forms of export restrictions in the 
United States. The sum will be chargeable 
against the foreign exchange which the Bank 
will certify for imports for the first half of 
1952. A Priority Assistance Committee, for 
the’ purpose of coordinating and improving 
the preparation of all requests from the 
Philippines for priority assistance on orders 
for commodities in short supply in the United 
States, was created by Administrative Order 
No. 170, issued by the President on Decem- 
ber 6. Notwithstanding the sharp decline in 
international reserves during the last 8 
months of 1951, it is apparent that the Gov- 
ernment is endeavoring to facilitate, finan- 
cially and otherwise, those imports which are 
essential to the economy, and which may 
prove increasingly difficult to obtain overseas. 
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FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


Foreign reserves of the Central Bank, ea- 
clusive of foreign exchange holdings of com- 
mercial banks, declined by $16,100,000 in 
November, compared with a decline of $6,- 
000,000 in October. The Central Bank’s for- 
eign exchange holdings stood at $247,100,000 
on November 29, the last business day of the 
month. Exchange holdings of commercial 
banks at the time were running somewhat 
under $70,000,000. 


MONEY SUPPLY 


The Philippine money supply declined by 
15,400,000 pesos during November, accord- 
ing to estimates of the Central Bank (1 peso 
= $0.50). Tentative figures for the money 
supply at the end of October were 642,900,000 
pesos for currency in circulation and 515,- 
700,000 pesos for deposits in commercial 
banks, making a total of 1,158,600,000 pesos. 
In comparison, the estimated total at the end 
of November was 1,143,200,000 pesos, con- 
sisting of 633,800,000 pesos of currency in 
circulation and 509,400,000 pesos for deposits 
outstanding. Although a thorough analysis 
has not been made of the factors causing the 
decline in the money supply, it would appear 
that the deflationary influence of the decline 
in international reserves more than offset 
any factors which tended to increase the 
money supply. 

The Central Bank announced on Novem- 
ber 29, that it would soon place in circula- 
tion new 5-peso, 50-peso, and 100-peso de- 
nomination Central Bank notes to replace, in 
these denominations, the treasury certificates 
which compose the currency notes in cir- 
culation. The Bank notes were printed in 
London, and, though they retain color 
schemes similar to the treasury certificates, 
they have various distinctive features and 
characteristics. 

The available cash of the Philippine Gov- 
ernment declined from November 15 to De- 
cember 15 by 14,100,000 pesos, including an 
overdraft of 1,600,000 pesos in its deposit 
with the Central Bank. On December 15, 
cash in the various funds of the Government 
totaled 172,500,000 pesos, including unliqui- 
dated collections due from cities and 
provinces. 


MANILA RAILROAD 


The arrival on December 12 of 10 locomo- 
tives, 10 tenders, and 10 tanks from Japan 
for the Manila Railroad Co. was expected 
to make a decided improvement in the inter- 
provincial movement of goods in Luzon. 
Most of the new equipment was scheduled 
to be allocated to freight service and should 
alleviate the shortage of cargo facilities, 
especially during the sugar-milling season. 
A number of spare parts also arrived for the 
servicing of locomotives not in operation. 
As of late December, the Manila Railroad Co. 
had a total of 85 locomotives, of which only 
64 were in use. It was reported that the 
company is contemplating the purchase of 
additional equipment, as well as sending a 
number of old locomotives to Japan for 
renovation. 


AGRICULTURE—EXPORTS 


With the exception of desiccated coconut, 
exports of coconut products were consistently 
heavier in 1951 than in 1950. Shipments 
during the first 11 months of 1951 included 
706,292 long tons of copra and 68,897 tons 
of coconut oil, compared with 610,906 tons 
of copra and 60,564 tons of coconut oil in 
the corresponding period in 1950. Exports 
of desiccated coconut fell from 65,881 long 
tons in the first 11 months of 1950 to 37,458 
tons in the like period in 1951. In terms 
of copra, exports amounted to 864,368 long 
tons, compared with 789,566 tons in the first 
11 months of 1950. Copra prices moved 
downward in early December as a result of 
improved prospects of a Korean peace. Later 
in the month prices tended upward, averag- 
ing 29.50 pesos per 100 kilograms (220 
pounds) compared with 28.50 pesos a month 
earlier, and with 26.50 pesos, a year previous. 
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Typhoon “Amy,” which was unusually 
strong, struck the Philippines during mid- 
December causing considerable damage to 
coconut areas. The damage is not expected 
to materially alter, however, the U. S. Em- 
bassy’s 1951 production forecast of 1,000,000 
to 1,100,000 long tons of copra. The effects 
of the typhoon will become more manifest 
in 1952, but to what extent is not as yet 
known. 

Abaca balings during the first 10 months 
of 1951 amounted to 872,264 bales of 278 
pounds, a notable gain over the 640,512 bales 
produced in the corresponding period in 
1950. Exports also were heavy, totaling 946,- 
628 bales for the first 10 months of 1951 
compared with 601,635 bales for the similar 
period of 1950. The Leyte-Samar region was 
heavily hit by typhoon “Amy,” but accurate 
estimates of the damage were not available 
by late December. Receding prices contin- 
ued, Davao J1 grade falling to 54 pesos per 
half bale in ‘mid-December, against 54.50 
pesos a month earlier, and 65.00 pesos a year 
before. 

Substantial inventories of native leaf in 
the hands of dealers caused tobacco prices 
to decline in December. Late in the month 
Isabela leaf was selling at 100 pesos per bale 
of 253.5 pounds, compared with 103 pesos a 
month earlier. 

As of December 2, centrifugal sugar pro- 
duction from the 1951-52 cane crop totaled 
116,628 short tons. The output of 13 mills 
amounted to about 25,000 tons weekly. 
Negros, the heart of the sugar industry, was 
also devastated by the typhoon. Although 
no accurate estimate of the damage was 
available by late December, it was known 
that it was considerable. Notwithstanding 
the declining tendency of oversea markets, 
local trading for export sugar remained 
steady, with relatively slight variations. 
Quotations in late December averaged 12.98 
pesos per picul, compared with 13.13 pesos 
in November, and 14.18 pesos a year previous 
(1 picul=139 pounds). 

Rice prices continued to decline in Decem- 
ber, as the harvest season started. Clean 
Macan (second class) averaged 24.25 pesos per 
cavan (123 pounds) late in the month com- 
pared with 24.55 pesos in November and 24.25 
pesos a year before. Rice supplies in Decem- 
ber were considered to be definitely adequate. 
Recent field observations of the U. S. Embassy 
indicate that the Department of Agriculture 
forecast of 62,800,000 cavans of rough rice 
for the 1951-52 rice crop may have to be 
revised downward (1 cavan=97 pounds of un- 
milled rice).—U. S. EmsBassy, MANILA, DEc. 
21, 1951. 


Taiwan 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS IN NOVEMBER 
FOREIGN TRADE 


In contrast to preceding months, Taiwan's 
merchandise trade during November was al- 
most in balance, as the Bank of Taiwan re- 
ported an import deficit equivalent to but 
US$104,000. Foreign exchange realized from 
exports rose to $7,914,000, an increase of 
$4,000,000 over the October figure, as a result 
of large shipments of rice ($3,865,000) and 
sugar ($1,675,000), which together made up 
70 percent of the total. On the other hand, 
allocations of exchange for imports during 
November amounted to $8,018,000, a drop of 
$1,063,000, as compared with the preceding 
month. Imports of pharmaceutical items, 
which had ranked first in value in both Sep- 
tember and October, fell behind those of ores, 
metals, and manufactures, the import of 
which were valued at $1,100,000 in Novem- 
ber. 

Japan and United States dollar areas con- 
tinued to take most of the island’s exports, 
together accounting for 85.7 percent of total 
shipments, and 62.3 percent of Taiwan’s im- 
ports were received from these areas. With 
the exception of a negligible amount, the re- 
maining imports (36.3 percent) were re- 
ceived from Hong Kong. 





The Taiwan Provincial Production Board 
estimated the island’s 1952 exports as follows 
(figures in metric tons unless otherwise 
noted): Rice, 160,000; sugar 480,000; molas- 
ses, 100,000; salt, 200,000; brown sugar, 5,000 
8,000; cement, 150,00; tea 20,000,000 pounds; 
bananas, 80,000,000 pounds; camphor, in- 
cluding byproducts, 800; citronella oil, 800; 
cypress lumber, 15,000 cubic meters; ramie, 
207; sisal hemp, 600; canned pineapple, 300,- 
000 cases; paper, 2,000; board paper, 1,000; 
and pulp, 8,000. 

ECA AID 


ECA funds earmarked for Taiwan in No- 
vember dropped to $1,600,000, all of which 
was allocated for fertilizer procurement. The 
Joint Commission for Rural Rehabilitation 
(JCRR) estimated Taiwan’s chemical-fer- 
tilizer requirements for 1952 as totaling 
126,807 metric tons, most of which is set 
aside for rice and sugar crops. 


INDUSTRY 


As a means of absorbing idle capital, the 
provincial government decided to sell five 
of its cotton mills to private concerns for 
the equivalent of US$6,400,000. To relieve 
the shortage of cotton-yarn supplies, the 
Council for United States Aid (a Chinese 
organization for channeling ECA goods in 
Taiwan) allocated 5,079 bales of cotton yarn 
during November, and the Central Trust of 
China (a Chinese Government purchasing 
agency) ordered 16,000 bales of cotton yarn 
from the United States, Japan, and Hong 
Kong for delivery before the end of March. 


EXCHANGE MARKET 


Although the official exchange rate for the 
new Taiwan dollar remained unchanged at 
NT$15.55 per the United States dollar, the 
continued tight money supply and high in- 
terest rates, with resultant weakened pur- 
chasing power, drove the black-market rate 
for the United States dollar down from 
NT$29.00 in mid-November to NT$27.50 as 
the month ended.—U. S. Empsassy, TAalIpet, 
Dec. 20, 1951. 


Thailand 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS IN NOVEMBER 


The dire predictions of flood damage to 
crops in Thai Provinces proved unwarranted, 
and as the flood hazards dwindled it became 
apparent that prospects for the 1952 rice crop 
were excellent. 

The announcement of United States sus- 
pension of its tin stockpiling program had 
little effect on tin merchants in Thailand. 
Tin sellers preferred to sell to the RFC, at 
prices lower than the going market price, in 
effect paying a premium in order to get dol- 
lars. It was only in October, when the gap 
became too large, that sales declined. Al- 
though all RFC tin purchases in November 
were small lots, the total was only slightly 
under the average of the preceding months. 

The Government gunny-bag factory near 
Bangkok started operations in November. 
This plant hopes to produce 1,500,000 to 
2,000,000 gunny bags a year, primarily from 
Thai jute, and thus cut down the import 
requirement. Thailand uses about 20,- 
000,000 bags annually for its rice crop, and 
currently imports them from India. 

Imports through the port of Bangkok 
amounted to 263,000,000 baht in November 
bringing the total for the first 11 months of 
1951 to 3,171,000,000 baht as compared with 
2,424,000,000 baht for the corresponding pe- 
riod of 1950. Exports from the port of Bang- 
kok totaled 228,000,000 baht in November 
bringing the 11-month total to 2,555,000,000 
baht, as compared with 2,357,000,000 in the 
first 11 months of 1950. (The baht is worth 
between US$0.04 and US&0.08.) Customs re- 
turns are not yet available from the pro- 
vincial ports. However, the Provinces tra- 
ditionally have a large trade surplus, and 
Thailand should show a positive balance of 
trade for 1951.—U. S. EmpBassy, BANGKOK, 
Dec. 11, 1951. 
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United States 
Tariffs and Trade Controls 


PRECLEARANCE OF AIR-PASSENGERS’ 
BAGGAGE—MALTON, CANADA 


Effective from January 14, 1952, persons 
flying from Toronto, Canada, to New York 
will have their baggage preexamined and 
cleared at Malton by United States Customs 
before leaving Malton Airport. 

The innovation, which has been introduced 
on an experimental basis for approximately 
3 months, is aimed at speeding up passenger 
movement by eliminating baggage checks on 
arrival at Buffalo or at LaGuardia Airport. 
This advance examination and clearance will 
apply only to passengers of American Air- 
lines. The Trans-Canada Air Lines is not 
participating in the arrangement. 

It has been estimated that under this ar- 
rangement passengers will have their travel 
time reduced by about 10 to 20 minutes 
between Toronto and New York, and that it 
will eliminate the necessity of their leaving 
the plane and opening luggage at Buffalo or 
lengthy waits in New York for those flying 
nonstop. Preclearance by U.S. Customs will 
also allow passengers to check their luggage 
through to final destination and will elim- 
inate the necessity of claiming luggage and 
going through U.S. Customs checks at either 
New York or Buffalo. Individuals who are 
unable to reach the Malton Airport in time 
to have their baggage cleared by U. S. Cus- 
toms may have such baggage flown “In 
Bond” to the United States for clearance in 
this country. 


Uruguay 


RECENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 


The full industry and commerce which 
started in Uruguay several months ago was 
accentuated by the 4 weeks’ strike in Monte- 
video during October and November, and 
some firms were rumored to be considering 
dismissals because of lack of work. However, 
there is as yet no evidence that dismissals 
occurred for that reason. The demand for 
commercial loans has taken practically all 
funds that are available within the legal 
lending limits of the banks and the prices of 
Government and local stocks and bonds have 
declined a few points from the preceding 
month because of sellers’ needs for ready 
cash. 

Banking men describe business as spotty, 
and merchants report that collections are 
slow. The failure to sell the present season’s 
wool clip is charged with being the chief 
cause of the country’s financial and eco- 
nomic troubles. It has been proposed that 
the Government raise the exchange rate for 
dollars earned from the sale of wool high 
enough to subsidize wool producers by about 
3,000,000 pesos. 

During the last few months prices have in- 
creased for meat, bread, milk, rice, and elec- 
trical services. To offset these higher prices, 
however, salaries and wages have been in- 
creased in the past 12 months. Current 
retail trade levels do not indicate that any 
real recession is in sight. 


FOREIGN TRADE 


In the period January 1 to July 31, 1951, 
the foreign trade of Uruguay totaled $359,- 
000,000, exclusive of $41,000,000 worth of 
monetary gold imported into Uruguay by the 
Banco de la Republica. Imports represented 
exactly half of the total trade and exports 
the other half. The principal exports con- 
tinued to be wool and meat, and the prin- 
cipal imports were raw materials, machinery, 
and automotive vehicles. More than one- 
half of the exports went to the United States 
and one-eighth to Great Britain, while 40 
percent of the imports came from the United 
States and slightly more than 12 percent 
from Great Britain. 
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U. S. and India Agree on Expanded Program of 
Point IV Cooperation 


American assistance, under an expanded Point IV program for speeding up the 
economic development of India, will be made available under an agreement signed on 
January 5, in New Delhi, between India and the United States. 

Under the agreement, the United States will make available $50,000,000 during the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1952, to be deposited in a special Indo-American Technical 
Cooperation Fund which will be administered jointly. The Government of India has 
agreed to contribute an equivalent amount in rupees for the projects to be financed out 
of this fund. 

The new agreement is a supplement to the general Point [V Agreement which was 
signed between the Governments of the United States and India on December 28, 1950. 
The agreement represents a considerable expansion of the Point IV Program in India, as 
provided for in the Mutual Security Act of 1951. In the fiscal year ended June 30, 1951, 
about $711,000 was obligated for expenditure in India on technical cooperation projects 
in agriculture, industrial development, education, public health, rural improvement, 
mineral and hydroelectric development, handicrafts, and laboratory investigations. 

Thus far in the fiscal year 1952, approximately $1,500,000 has been allocated for 
similar work. Of the existing allocations, $185,000 is for training of 48 Indian nationals 
in the United States in these and related fields. As much as $2,500,000 additional may 
be expended by the United States in the fiscal year 1952 for employment of United States 
technicians in India, making a total of about $4,000,000 available for projects in addition 
to the joint fund. 

Projects under the fund will be aimed primarily at raising the level of agricultural 
production and increasing the food supply of the counrty. Food imports now average 
about 5,000,000 tons a year and cost the country about $500,000,000 in foreign exchange, 
which otherwise could be used for economic development. 

Of major importance is the community development program which has been tentatively 
agreed upon between the two Governments for financing out of this fund. This program 
contemplates the setting up of about 50 rural-urban development areas in different parts 
of India, each consisting of about 200,000 people in about 300 villages. Many of these 
areas may be selected around the new river valley projects. Others will be around the 
new tube-well development projects to be financed by the fund and also by the Central 
and State governments in India. 

The proposed rural-urban development program is expected to draw upon the combined 
experience of the Uttar Pradesh Government at the Etawah development project and the 
newly built townships for displaced persons at Faridabad and Nilokheri. At Etawah, in 
3 years’ time, 79,000 people from 102 villages, covering an area of 100 square miles, have 
demonstrated how food production can be substantially increased with cooperative and 
planned endeavor. They have also been successful in eliminating, to a large extent, 
malaria, rinderpest, and other diseases, and in greatly improving literacy. In Faridabad 
and Nilokheri, again in less than 3 years, good planning and enthusiastic cooperation of 
the people have enabled modern townships to be built with up-to-date housing, good 
schools, improved health facilities, and a wide variety of industrial opportunities. 











All sworn declarations (no prior permits 
required to import certain commodities) 
were suspended on December 2, but within 
10 days the suspension was lifted from all 
first-category goods, except bus and truck 
chassis, imported from the sterling area. It 
has been rumored that suspensions will be 
lifted on essential goods from the dollar area 
in the near future. The December suspen- 
sion probably was caused by the Govern- 
ment’s fear that its foreign exchange would 
be used more rapidly than it could be re- 
placed, as no wool from this season’s clip 
has been sold, and when wool starts to move 
it is expected to be at prices much lower than 
those of last season. 

The German Trade Mission that arrived in 
November is still in Montevideo. The head 
of the mission is looking for quarters for a 
German Legation. It is understood that a 
Minister is now en route to Uruguay to head 
the Legation. During the first 7 months of 
1951 the foreign trade of Uruguay with West 
Germany amounted to about $18,000,000, of 
which $14,000,000 represented imports and 
$4,000,000 exports. For the corresponding 
period in 1950 the total trade between the 
two countries amounted to about $7,000,000, 
or less than half of the 1951 trade. 


CONSTRUCTION 


A total of 626 construction permits, valued 
at more than 8,000,000 pesos, issued in Mon- 
tevideo during September brought the total 
for the first 9 months of 1951 to 61,000,000 
pesos. Most of the permits were for apart- 
ment houses, with those being built in busi- 


ness areas having accommodations for dis- 
play and sales rooms on the ground and lower 
floors. 

TRANSPORTATION 


The Chamber of Deputies passed a bill on 
November 12 authorizing the two national 
railways to’ be combined into one system. 
One of the roads was purchased from the 
British by the Uruguayan Government 3 years 
ago. The bill is expected to be approved by 
the Senate within the next few months. 
Three more of the 26 Diesel locomotives pur- 
chased from the United States with the aid 
of an Export-Import Bank loan have arrived 
and are being put into condition for services 
as soon as possible. It is expected that the 
new locomotives will be only half as expen- 
sive to operate as the locomotives now being 
used. 

MOTION-PICTURE FESTIVAL 


The Montevideo newspapers have an- 
nounced that several United States motion- 
picture artists have promised to come to 
Uruguay for the second annual Motion- 
Picture Festival at Punta del "ste in Janu- 
ary. The film festival will be followed by a 
fashion show, but United States organiza- 
tions generally have announced that they 
will not be represented, as there is not suffi- 
cient time to prepare for it. The prospects 
for Uruguay’s tourist season, officially ex- 
tending from December 15 to April 15, are 
not too promising, because Argentina, the 
country that usually sends the greatest num- 
ber of visitors, is not encouraging its people 
to travel abroad this season.—U. S. Empassy, 
MONTEVIDEO, Dec. 18, 1951. 
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NEWS by COMMODITIES 


Prepared in Industry Divisions of 
National Production Authority, 
Department of Commerce 


Chemicals 


AUSTRIAN SULFUR REQUIREMENTS 


Total Austrian needs for sulfur are 31,000 
metric tons annually. The most important 
use is in the manufacture of carbon bisulfide 
Production of this material began in a new 
plant in 1948 and requires 19,000 tons of 
sulfur annually. Almost the entire output 
is sold to the Lenzing rayon-staple-fiber 
plant. The paper industry is the second 
largest user. Three plants use sulfur in pro- 
ducing sulfuric acid for the industry, but 
other factories burn sulfur only when thei 
pyrite ovens are being repaired. Paper man 
ufacturers use 10,000 tons of sulfur annually 
but this amount will decrease in 1952, be- 
cause two of the three plants making sulfurix 
acid from sulfur are erecting pyrite furnaces 

Smaller users of sulfur include the rubber 
industry, which consumes about 500 tons an 
nually, and the iron and steel and chemical 
industries, which together use 700 tons 
About 500 tons of sulfur are used in agricul- 
ture as a pesticide 

Production of ultramarine, which is an ex- 
cellent export item, takes about 300 tons of 
sulfur a year. Sulfur also is used in makin 
sodium sulfide, an auxiliary material for the 
textile industry About 100 tons annually 
are needed, but this requirement is expected 
to disappear, as plants using another raw 
material are already operating or are under 
construction 


AUSTRIAN FERTILIZER PRODUCTION 


Officials of the Nitrogen Works, Linz, Aus- 
tria, state that they can supply farmers with 
140,000 metric tons of nitrogenous fertilizers 
in 1951-52, which will meet the anticipated 
domestic demand They have expressed in- 
terest in the installation of facilities for pro- 
ducing urea and indicated that work would 
start on such a plant as soon as sufficient 
funds are available 


FERTILIZER USE IN CEYLON 
Plantations account for most of the fer- 
tilizer consumption in Ceylon; farmers use 
very litte. Tea estates are the largest con- 
sumers, and rubber and coconut plantations 
are next. A small amount is used for 
tobacco 


NITRATE PRODUCTION IN CHILE 


Expansion of solar-evaporation-process in- 
stallations at the Maria Elena nitrate de- 
posits in Chile continues. However, the 
ponds, which produced 5,635 metric tons in 
March 1951, the first month of operation, 
averaged only about 2,000 tons monthly in 
the period April—August 1951. Cia. Salitrera 
Tarapaca y Antofagasta is conducting sur- 
veys on the proposed mechanization of Iqui- 
que port facilities. The independent Iri 
plant, which had been closed since March 
1950, reopened in August 1951, with an initial 
output of 985 tons in the month 

Production of nitrates by the Guggenheim 
process (Anglo-Lautaro Nitrate Co.) in the 
first 9 months of 1951 increased over that of 
the corresponding period of 1950, but output 
by the Shanks method (Cia. Salitrera Tara- 
paca y Antofagasta and independent pro- 
ducers) declined somewhat In making 
shipping contracts for the year 1951-52, the 
Nitrate and Iodine Sales Corporation esti- 
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mated an increase in sales of 100,000 tons 
over those in the preceding year, which 
totaled 1,660,000 tons. 


FINNISH CHEMICAL PRODUCTION 


The production index of the Finnish 
chemical industry rose to 156 in October 
1951 from 121 in October 1950 and an average 
of 148 in the period January—October 1951, 
according to the Central Bureau of Statistics 


(1948—100). 


CHILEAN IMPORTS OF FERTILIZER 
MATERIALS 


Chile’s purchases of fertilizer materials 
from abroad in 1952 will be authorized from 
soft-currency countries only, preferably those 
with which compensation or similar agree- 
force. Belgium and France 








have bee1 chief sources recently. No 
fertilizers or fertilizer materials are expected 
to be imported from the United States in 


1952 


SULFUR AMONG FRENCH CONTROLLED 
PRODUCTS 


A French Government decision of Novem- 
ber 29, 1951, maintains crude and recovered 


sulfur in the list of supervised commodities 
The use of sulfur in manufacturing sulfuric 
acid for production of fertilizers is prohibited 


and the product will be distributed by the 
Direction des Industries Chimiques and the 
Ministry Agriculture Sulfuric acid (con- 
tact process) and arsenic-free sulfuric acid 
also are supervised commodities and will be 
distributed by the above ministrie 


FERTILIZER PRODUCTION IN FORMOSA 


The Taiwan Fertilizer Manufacturing Cor- 
poration, Formosa, produced 100,000 metric 
tons of fertilizer in 1951 The tar 


wa 97,000 ton 


get figure 


SULFUR PRODUCTION—FORMOSA 
To encourage sulfur production, the Pro- 
vincial Department of Reconstruction, For- 
mosa, has increased subsidies to producers 
from NT$250 to NT$450 per metric ton 
(NT$15.55—US$1, official “‘certificate”’ rate.) 


> 


HYPERPHOSPHATE OUTPUT—FRENCH 
Morocco 


Production capacity for hyperphosphate of 
the Société Marocaine d’Engrais Pulverises, 
French Morocco, was recently increased to 
about 110,000 metric tons annually by the 
opening of third plant at Safi. Foreign de- 
mand for this material has been good, and 
SMEP plans, if necessary, to increase pro- 
duction further in 1952-53 by using addi- 


ional shifts in one or more of its plants 


CHEMICAL OUTPUT—WESTERN GERMANY 


Production of basic chemicals in Western 
Germany declined generally in the fourth 
quarter of 1951, principally because of the 
shortage of electric power. The drop was 
most apparent in the output of calcium car- 
bide and its derivatives. Production of cal- 
cium cyanamide decreased 30 percent, and 
supplies are limited for early 1952 needs 
Lower production of caustic soda reflected 
the recession 


the synthetic-fiber industry 
The holiday season brought increased orders 
to soap manutacturers 


rn 





IRELAND SLAKENS SUPERPHOSPHATE 
MANUFACTURE 


Stocks of superphosphates in Ireland are to 
be amalgamated with current imports and 
sold by the Sugar Co. to contract beet grow- 
ers. Limited storage facilities and sales 
resistance by farmers to high prices for 
fertilizers have resulted in a temporary 
slackening of domestic manufacture of 
superphosphate. 


FERTILIZER CONSUMPTION—NETHERLANDS 


Postwar consumption of nitrogenous fer- 
tilizers in the Netherlands has increased 
sharply It rose to 165,000 metric tons (N) 
in 1950-51 from 97,000 tons in 1938-39. More 
extensive use of nitrates to increase grass 
production and the large quantities con- 
sumed by horticulturists are chiefly responsi- 
ble for the higher rate 


TURKEY Has NEw CaustTIC-SoODA PLANT 


The shortage of caustic soda in Turkey 


which has handicapped the soap industry, 
is expected to be relieved soon by production 
from a new plant at Izmir, which began op- 
erations in November 1951 The situation 


has already improved somewhat, as some 
stocks held by the trade were released A 
State-owned plant, an auxiliary of the Cellu- 
lose Industries establishment at Izmir, also 
delivered 1,000 metric tons to the market 


VENEZUELA HAS SURPLUS ALCOHOL 


The National Association of Sugar Cane 
Growers, Venezuela, has requested the assist- 
ance of the Ministry of Development in dis- 
posing of excess stocks of molasses and alco- 
hol. However, it is not considered likely 
that the Government will support the project 
at this time. Annual production of all types 
of alcohols is about 4,000,000 gallon 


Fats & Oils 


OLIVE-OIL INDUSTRY IN PORTUGAL 


The most recent official estimate of 1951 
production of edible olive oil in Portugal, 
made by the National Institute of Statistics 
as Of October 30, 1951, indicates 88,555 tons, 
or 96,613,000 liters (1 liter=26.42 gallons). 

Consumption of edible olive oil in Portugal 
during the year is estimated at 65,100 tons 
as compared with 63,000 tons in 1950 
(60,000 tons for public consumption and 
3,000 tons for the canning industry). 

On November 1, 1951, stocks of edible olive 
oil were completely exhausted. In fact, 1,000 
metric tons of edible olive oil were imported 
from Spain on a loan basis to be repaid from 
the new olive-oil crop as it becomes available 

Imports of olive oil in the first 9 months 
of 1951 totaled 3,300 tons, mainly from 
Tunisia. They were purchased through 
French exporters and paid for in French 
francs. In November, 1,000 tons were bor- 
rowed from Spain, to be repaid from the 
Portuguese 1951 crop. Exports other than 
to Brazil were permitted in 1951 only against 
imports of similar amounts to supply the 
domestic market. Imports and exports were 
balanced at 3,300 tons in the first 9 months 
Imports in 1951 were greater than in any year 
since the war. 

Exports of 3,300 metric tons of edible olive 
oil in the first 9 months of 1951 compare 
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with 3,525 tons in the like period of 1950. 
In 1951 the United States took 1,390 tons, 
Brazil 831 tons, and Angola 515 tons. The 
remainder went to a number of countries. 


PERU INCREASES EXPORTS OF COTTONSEED 
PRODUCTS 


Increased production of cottonseed cake 
and meal, as a result of the largest cotton 
harvest since 1941, was perhaps the most 
important development in feed conditions 
in Peru during 1951. 

The only feed products entering foreign 
trade in Peru are cottonseed cake and meal 
and small quantities of fish meal, a byprod- 
uct of the fish-canning industry. It Was 
estimated that exports of cottonseed prod- 
ucts in 1951 may have amounted to 20,000 
metric tons, as compared with about 16,000 
in 1949 and only about 13,000 tons in 1950. 
The large harvest of cotton in 1951 will 
doubtless project a larger export of cotton- 
seed products in 1952. 

During recent years, most Peruvian ex- 
ports of cottonseed products have gone to 
Denmark, Great Britain, and Ireland. Data 
on 1951 exports to countries of destination 
will not be available until early in 1952 


Foodstulis 


RECORD SUGAR PRODUCTION IN ARGENTINA 


Production of centrifugal sugar in Argen- 
tina during the 1951 season was about 650,000 
metric tons, according to trade publications. 
Milling began on May 18 and was almost 
completed by mid-November; one plant 
continued operations into early December. 

The previous record crop was 634,543 metric 
tons in 1946. All production is needed for 
consumption in Argentina. 


CANADA’S MILK PRODUCTION DECLINES 


Canada’s milk production continues its 
slight downward trend of recent years, de- 
spite the steady increase in its population 
and the increase in per capita consumption 
of fluid milk and cream. Milk production in 
the first 9 months of 1951 totaled 12,937 mil- 
lion pounds, compared with 13,079 million 
pounds in the preceding year. Production 
for the entire calendar year of 1951 was ex- 
pected to continue the same downward trend. 
It was estimated at about 16,300 million 
pounds, as compared with 16,437 million in 
1950 and 16,843 million in 1949. Although 
each of these yearly decreases is small in 
itself, the estimated 1951 production is sub- 
stantially below the 1943-47 average of 17,394 
million pounds. Considering the increase in 
Canada’s population since that time, this 
decrease of 7 percent in milk production is 
of great importance. 

It is similarly important that milk-cow 
numbers have decreased by 11.4 percent since 
the peak of 4 million head in 1945, although 
there may be a slight increase next year. 
That milk production has decreased less than 
cow numbers has probably been due to cull- 
ing of the herds and also to better pasture 
and feed conditions in recent years. 

The continued decline in milk production 
despite more consumers and more milk con- 
sumption per capita has changed the milk- 
utilization pattern. More milk has gone for 
fluid-milk and cream consumption and less 
has been used for cheese and butter. 

There will probably be a slight increase in 
milk production in 1952. Unofficial indica- 
tions are that cow numbers are increasing 
slightly; there is an abundance of feed in 
the country following the large 1951 grain 
crops; milk production per cow was higher in 
1951 because culling had taken place; and 
prices remain encouraging. The 1952 milk 
production may be up to 16,500 million 
pounds 

Retail prices for fluid milk are going up 
in most Canadian cities, and as a result do- 
mestic consumption of concentrated prod- 
ucts is increasing. In general, it may be 
prophesied that Canada is swinging toward 
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domestic consumption of its dairy products, 
although there will still be a large exportable 
supply for some time. 


CUBAN VEGETABLE-CROP PROSPECTS 

Plantings of the 1951-52 winter vegetable 
crops of Cuba were well advanced in early 
December. In general, planted acreage ap- 
proximates that in 1950-51: but if favorable 
growing conditions continue, the yield may 
be somewhat larger than in 1950-51. To- 
mato plantings are expected to approximate 
25,000 acres and cucumber, about 1,000 acres. 
Lesser crops include eggplant, okra, and pep- 
pers, and the aggregate acreage should reach 
about 1,000 acres. 

Exportable tomatoes should total about 
35,000,000 pcunds, and cucumbers available 
for export will approximate 15,000,000 
pounds. Exportable surpluses of other win- 
ter vegetables are forecast at 6,000,000 
pounds. 

Price is the determining factor in expor- 
tation. If the export price falls too low, 
Cuban growers will try to dispose of their 
tomatoes at local canneries. In the even- 
tuality of low prices, eggplant producers will 
give their fields less care, thereby lowering 
yields. The local market for eggplant is un- 
important. Historically, producers of cu- 
cumbers and okra have much less to worry 
about pricewise than do tomato growers. 


CUBAN SUGAR CROP AND EXPORTS 


Cuba’s total sugar production from the 
1951 crop plus the January 1, 1951, carry- 
over equals 5,877,067 Spanish long tons, ac- 
cording to the North Atlantic and Gulf 
Steamship Co. Of this amount, 4,969,699 
Spanish long tons had been shipped by No- 
vember 30, 1951. After deducting 300,000 
tons for local consumption, there remained 
unshipped in Cuba as of November 30, 1951, 
about 607,368 tons 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC HAS SHORT 
RIcE CROP 

The Dominican 1951 rice crop was seriously 
damaged by heavy rainfall. The harvest was 
not expected to yield more than 60,000 metric 
tons of rough rice, as compared with 60,805 
tons in 1950. The 1951 harvest was partic- 
ularly disappointing in view of the fact that 
the 1951 acreage was 10 percent larger than 
in 1950, according to official estimates of the 
Dominican Department of Agriculture. 

The unfavorable development affected rice 
prices. Wholesale prices of milled rice de- 
clined to as low as 10 cents a pound in late 
September and early October, but when the 
crop proved less than expected the whole- 
sale price rose to 12 cents or more a pound 
for ordinary rice. Retail prices went up 
even more, to as high as 16 cents a pound 
during early November. The upward rise 
of 1 to 2 cents a pound in rice prices during 
late October and November was a contrasea- 
sonal price movement which can be ac- 
counted for only because the trade believed 
that supplies during the 1951-52 consump- 
tion year would be tight. 

It should be recalled that the good 1950 
harvest did not suffice entirely for the needs 
of the Dominican Republic, and it was nec- 
essary to import 1,000 short tons of Siamese 
rice from the Netherlands during August. 
Rice consumption is expanding rapidly be- 
cause of the general prosperity and compar- 
atively high wage level in the country. The 
trade is again forecasting that rice imports 
will be necessary during the summer of 1952, 
or that prices will rise sharply during the 
spring and summer if imports are not pro- 
vided. 


INDIAN TEA INDUSTRY 


Cumulative production of tea in India in 
the first 9 months of 1951 is estimated at 
427,000,000 pounds, an increase of 5,000,000 
pounds over the corresponding period of 
1950. 

A decline in tea prices in the third quarter 
of 1951 was a notable feature of the auctions 


in Calcutta and Cochin, arising from heavy 
offers and poor quality. 

Exports of tea from Calcutta during the 
6 months April—September 1951 totaled only 
123,000,000 pounds, as against 143,000,000 
pounds in the like period of 1950 and 153,- 
000,000 pounds in the corresponding period 
of 1949, 

A new tea formula defining the proportion 
of stalk permissible in tea offered for sale 
in Calcutta has been evolved. Emphasis is 
being placed on improving the quality if tea 
produced in India, particularly in view of 
the recent decline in prices and exports, 
which are significant indications for the in- 
dustry and trade. 

London was the destination of 67,423,735 
pounds of tea in the period April—September 
1951; 12,480,673 pounds went to “other Brit- 
ish ports’; Ireland ranked third with 11,- 
271,930 pounds; Canada ranked fourth with 
5,801,301 pounds; and the United States fifth 
with 5,354,775 pounds. The United States 
took 11,216,017 pounds in the like period 
of 1950 and 11,150,369 pounds in the corre- 
sponding period of 1949. 


IRAQ HAS REcoRD DATE SEASON 


The Iraqi 1950-51 date season ended on 
August 14, 1951, was a record season for 
production and exports. Final estimates at 
its close placed production at over 450,000 
metric tons, as compared with an estimated 
235,000 tons in the 1949-50 season. 

The value of date exports during the sea- 
son was estimated at more than 6,000,000 
dinars (1 dinar—§$2.80875, U. S. currency). 
The quantity of exports amounted to 338,597 
metric tons, of which 68,000 tons were 
packed in cases, as compared with 137,940 
tons exported in the preceding season. The 
year’s production was an ali-time record. 
The best preceding export year was 1947, 
when 224,000 tons were exported. 

As usual, India was the principal importer 
of Iraqi dates, taking about 34 percent of 
total exports, or 117,000 metric tons. Egypt 
ranked second, taking more than 41,000 tons. 
It is probable, however, that a considerable 
part of the quantity sent to Port Said was 
reexported. 

Although the United States, third on the 
list, imported 82 percent more than in the 
preceding season, the percentage of Iraq’s 
total date exports taken was 7.6 percent, as 
compared with 10.2 percent in the preceding 
year. Most date shippers discontinued using 
consular invoices for their United States 
shipments in 1950. On the basis of the few 
invoices certified, which indicate that a 
slightly lower price was received in 1950 
than in 1949, it is estimated that the value 
of dates exported to the United States was 
about $4,000,000. 

Despite apprehension at the beginning of 
the season that the United Kingdom market 
would be poor because the British Ministry 
of Food had ceased buying Iraqi dates, 1950- 
51 exports to Britain were 21 percent greater 
than in the year before. Because United 
Kingdom imports were made by individual 
firms rather than by the Government there 
reportedly was more emphasis on quality 
than in former years. No exports were sent 
directly to the Soviet Union, although it is 
reported that at least 1,000 tons were re- 
exported from England to that country. 


IRELAND PLANS INCREASED 
SUGAR PRODUCTION 


The Irish Government’s anxiety to increase 
home production of certain essential foods 
and feedstuffs in order to lessen dependence 
on imports involving heavy foreign (mainly 
dollar) expenditure is demonstrated in its 
recent decision to sanction increased sugar- 
production capacity. In an effort to provide 
a sufficiency of sugar beets for the expanded 
factories, it has now agreed, through the 
semiofficial Irish Sugar Co., to a producer 
price increase for the 1952 beet crop which, 
combined with concessions on beet transport 
costs, should make the crop profitable. 
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It is now proposed to increase sugar-manu- 
facturing capacity to an annual output of 
140,000 tons of refined sugar, to be derived 
from 1,000,000 tons of sugar beets. 

Expansion of domestic sugar production 
appears to be economically justified. It is 
maintained that although the beet producer 
price in Ireland is the world’s highest, sugar 
is produced (as of 1950-51) at an average 
cost of £37 per ton (£=US $2.80) against 
average per ton expenditure on imports in 
the same period of £42 5s. for raw; and £46 
16s. for refined sugar. Domestic sugar pro- 
duction at the current rate of 80,000 to 90,000 
tons a year from the home beet crop balances 
domestic consumption requirements, exclu- 
sive of industrial usage. Industrial require- 
ments are met by imported sugar, but the 
country can no longer afford to buy dollar 
sugar, which is then processed and resold for 
sterling. However, the export trade in such 
high-sugar-content products as chocolate 
crumb, jams and jellies, and confectionery 
also utilizes milk, eggs, and other products of 
Irish agriculture and is therefore encouraged 
to the fullest degree. The expansion of 
home sugar production will help to bolster 
this growing trade and at the same time pro- 
vide useful employment. 

The present drive to expand domestic feed- 
stuffs production, and thus eliminate corn 
imports, will profits from the contribution of 
valuable byproducts from the sugar-beet 
crop. 

SWEDISH FRUIT INDUSTRY 


Production of deciduous fruit in Sweden 
in 1951, although slightly below normal, is 
estimated at 150,000 tons of apples, 30,000 
tons of pears, 11,000 tons of plums, and 6,000 
tons of cherries. 

Commercial growers of deciduous fruit 
have formed a market organization for trade 
promotion. Membership includes about 75 
percent of commercial growers with 10 per- 
cent of total production. 

The market for domestic fruit has been 
steady and prices firm. Some pears were 
imported in November, and about 2,000 tons 
of apples from Denmark were expected in 
December. The United States is expected to 
supply 5,000 tons during January and Febru- 
ary. Imports from Argentina are pending. 
Australia and South Africa will be the prin- 
cipal suppliers in April-June. Owing to poor 
crops some European countries will not be 
in a position to supply negotiated quantities. 


RECORD MAIZE HARVEST ANTICIPATED IN 
NORTHERN PROVINCE, TANGANYIKA 


A yield of at least 22,500 tons of maize, 
which should prove to be a record crop, was 
anticipated in the Northern Province of 
Tanganyika in 1951, according to recent 
reports. 

The preceding record year was in 1950, 
when the buying centers of Arusha and 
Moshi bought about 21,000 tons of maize. 
By the end of November 1951, more than 
19,000 tons of maize had been delivered to 


godowns, and a large number of farmers 
still had to send in their substantial 
harvests. 

Despite extreme weather’ conditions 


throughout the Northern Province which 
drastically reduced the anticipated wheat 
harvest and caused pink ear rot in the maize 
many farmers still maintained an average 
of more than 15 bags an acre. 

The main reason for the increase in maize 
production during the postwar years is said 
to be the increasing number of planters. 


COOPERATIVE POULTRY-PACKING PLANT 
OPENED IN VENEZUELA 


The National Association of Small Farmers 
(Granjeros) of Venezuela, which is an asso- 
ciation of poultry raisers, has inaugurated a 
poultry-processing plant in the Caracas 
suburb, Los Rosales. 

This plant includes a deep freeze with a 
capacity of 60,000 birds monthly, as well as 
refrigerated storage. However, the directors 
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stated in December that poultry demand was 
so high that the deep freeze would not be 
used at that time; the poultry would be 
chilled in the refrigeration rooms and 
marketed immediately. 

Prior to December 1951, the Government 
had been urged to restrict imports of frozen 
poultry because there was a surplus of local 
birds. 


THAI RICE EXpPorRTs 


Officers of the Thai Government have not 
yet released figures concerning rice exports 
for the third quarter of 1951, but these ex- 
ports are unofficially estimated at 370,000 
metric tons. 

Exports of rice from Thailand in 1951 are 
estimated at 1,520,000 metric tons, as com- 
pared with exports in 1950 of 1,483,248 tons. 


Leather & Products 


FRANCE’S FOREIGN TRADE IN LEATHER 
EXPANDS 


French foreign trade in leather in the 
first 6 months of 1951 approximately doubled 
that in the similar period of 1950. Exports 
amounted to 5,145 metric tons, compared 
with 2,183 tons in the first half of the pre- 
ceding year, and imports totaled 969 tons, 
as compared with 578 tons. Most of the 
leather shipments in the 1951 period were 
to foreign countries, whereas the greater 
part of imports were purchased from French 
Overseas Territories. Cattle leather was the 
principal type exported, followed by sheep, 
calf, and goat skins. Leather imports were 
comprised mainly of cattle, calf, and goat. 
Western Germany was the chief purchaser of 
French leathers, followed by Belgium-Luxem- 
bourg, the United Kingdom, and Switzer- 
land, and the chief suppliers, in order of im- 
portance, were the United Kingdom, Bel- 
gium-Luxembourg, and Germany. 

Cattle-leather production rose from 22,- 
998,042 kilograms in the first 6 months of 
1950 to 24,785,627 kilograms in the corre- 
sponding months of 1951, and horse leather, 
from 3,838,002 square feet to 3,925,449 square 


feet. Calf leather, on the other hand, de- 
clined from 38,287,752 square feet to 
37,376,354. 


There were 591 tanneries in operation on 
December 31, 1950, the latest date for which 
such data are available. 


FRENCH SHOE PRODUCTION INCREASES 


French shoe production totaled 27,292,699 
pairs in the first 6 months of 1951, compared 
with a 6-month average in 1950 of 25,187,460 
pairs. The greatest gains were recorded in 
the output of Army shoes which almost 
doubled the 1950 rate. Production of all 
other types increased, except dress and sport 
shoes which showed slight declines. 


HIDE AND SKIN TRENDS IN THE 
NETHERLANDS 


Production of hides and skins in the Neth- 
erlands in the first half of 1951 numbered 
919,607, compared with 941,284 in the like 
period of 1950. Increases were recorded in 
the production of cattle hides and calfskins, 
but sheepskin output declined sharply as a 
result of curtailed lamb and mutton exports. 
Slight declines were registered in horsehides 
and goatskins. 

Livestock inventories as of May 1951 in- 
cluded 2,862,885 cattle, 250,294 horses, and 
360,105 sheep, compared with 2,722,925, 
252,251, and 389,582, respectively, as of the 
same date of 1950. 

An improvement in the quality of local 
hides and skins has been noted in recent 
months. Progress in combating the hornet 
grub continues, and greater emphasis is be- 
ing placed on better hide and skin take-off. 

Hide and skin exports in the first half of 
1951 amounted to 3,827 metric tons, com- 
pared with 3,167 tons in the like months of 
the preceding year. This increase was due 
mainly to larger shipments of salted cattle 





hides, of which Belgium was the principal 
buyer. Increased quantities of these hides 
were also shipped to France, Sweden, and 
Japan, but exports of such hides to the 
United Kingdom declined sharply. Hide 
and skin exports to the United States in the 
first half of 1951 totaled 385 metric tons. 

Imports of hides and skins in the first 6 
months of the year aggregated 14,277 tons, 
which represents only a slight increase over 
the like period of 1950. Purchases of Argen- 
tine salted cattle hides declined from 5,870 
metric tons in the first half of 1950 to 4,869 
tons in the like months of 1951, owing to high 
IAPI (Argentine Trade Promotion Institute) 
prices. 


MEXICAN HIDE AND SKIN TRENDS 


Mexico’s hide and skin production in the 
third quarter of 1951 numbered approxi- 
mately as follows; comparable data for the 
preceding quarter are shown in parentheses: 
Cattle hides, 480,000 (385,000); calfskins, 
68,000 (76,000); goat and kid skins, 902,000 
(748,000); and sheep and lamb skins, 243,000 
(200,000) . 

As a result of a severe drought in the first 
3 months of the year an excessive quantity 
of cattle were slaughtered during that period, 
and there was a scarcity of cattle for slaugh- 
ter in the second quarter. In the following 
3 months, however, a more nearly normal kill 
was recorded. 

About 1,599,000 hides and skins were con- 
sumed locally in the third quarter, compared 
with 1,394,000 in the second quarter. 

Exports of hides and skins in the third 
quarter totaled 1,044,811 kilograms. The 
United States purchased all with the excep- 
tion of 39,857 kilograms, which went to 
Germany. 

No hides and skins were imported in the 
third quarter of 1951. 


Naval Stores, Gums, 
Waxes, & Resins 


CARNAUBA-WAX EXPORTS, BRAZIL 


Brazil’s exports of carnatiba wax in the 
first half of 1951 totaled 6,215 metric tons, 
valued at 203,975,000 cruzeiros (1 cruzeiro- 
approximately US$0.05). Shipments were 11 
percent less in volume and 9 percent lower in 
value than those in the corresponding period 
of 1950. The United States took 4,680 tons. 


ROsIN, TURPENTINE, AND TALL-OIL 
Imports, U. K. 


Imports of rosin into the United Kingdom 
were unexpectedly large in the third quarter 
of 1951, even taking into account some Govy- 
ernment stockpiling and the issuance of 
licenses for imports from the United States. 
They totaled 723,460 hundredweight (1 hun- 
dredweight=112 pounds), valued at £2,897,- 
850. Trade sources state that the sudden 
increase was due to the arrival of consign- 
ments purchased some time ago. Except for 
purchases from the United States, new buy- 
ing continues slack. 

Trade in turpentine is slow. Imports 
totaled 563,460 imperial gallons, valued at 
£229,960, in the third quarter of 1951. Portu- 
gal and the U. S. S. R. were the principal 
sources. Imports of tall oil in the period 
amounted to 36,625 hundredweight, worth 
£126,095. 


SITUATION IN NETHERLANDS 


Demand for naval stores on the Nether- 
lands market is small. Most consumers have 
sufficient stocks, and some consuming indus- 
tries are beginning to have difficulties in sell- 
ing their products. In September 1951, 
$200,000 in ECA funds were allocated for the 
importation of rosin, and dealers expect that 
an additional $400,000 will be released soon. 
It is understood that no funds will be allo- 
cated for turpentine. Since September con- 
siderable quantities of this material have 
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been imported from the U.S.S. R. (about 165 
metric tons in October 1951). 

Imports of pine rosin in the third quarter 
of 1951 totaled 2,872 tons, including 1,779 
tons from Portugal and 1,057 tons from the 
United States. Purchases of turpentine con- 
tinued light and amounted to 32 tons, 10 
from Portugal. Imports of tall oil also were 
small, trade sources state. 


CONSUMERS ATTEMPTING TO OBTAIN 
LARGER QUANTITIES OF TURPENTINE AND 
ROSIN, FRANCE 


Members of the naval-stores trade in 
France have expressed concern over the pre- 
carious balance between production and the 
minimum requirements of the more impor- 
tant domestic consuming industries. All 
consumers have been influenced by the fear 
of new price increases and additional curtail- 
ment of supplies. Despite strict sales con- 
trols, they are attempting to obtain from 
distributors larger quantities of turpentine 
and rosin than are needed to meet immediate 
requirements. 

A good potential export market for French 
rosin exists in several foreign countries, but 
leading members of the industry have 
strongly opposed shipments abroad. It is 
considered unlikely that the exportation of 
rosin will be resumed before the trade can 
satisfy domestic demand. 


Lac PRODUCTION, EAST PAKISTAN 


East Pakistan has about 1,000 acres of trees 
under lac cultivation, mostly in the Malda 
portion of Rajshahi District, where conditions 
are favorable. An experimental Government 
shellac-manufacturing station at Dadanchak 
takes most of the output. Two small private 
pilot factories also are beginning operations. 
Lac production in East Bengal can be ex- 
panded greatly if demand warrants. 


Pulp & Paper 


NEWSPRINT DEVELOPMENT, CANADA 


Actual Canadian production of newsprint 
for 1951 is expected to be 5,525,000 short tons, 
according to the Newsprint Association of 
Canada; for 1952 output is estimated at 5,- 
690,000 short tons. Since 1946, on the basis 
of actual figures and estimates, Canadian 
newsprint capacity has increased at an aver- 
age annual rate of 155,000 tons, making a 
total increase of 1,084,000 tons for the years 
1946-52. 

The Association has not made predictions 
regarding the probable rate of increase in 
capacity for 1953 and thereafter. Individual 
producers are unable to state with assurance 
their plans for the more distant future. 
Their planning is necessarily contingent 
upon several factors. The least predictable 
of these is the trend in the United States 
rate of newsprint consumption and the price 
which United States publishers will be will- 
ing to pay for newsprint during and after 
1953. 

The Canadian newsprint industry ap- 
proaches the question of expansion with a 
certain amount of caution. It prefers a 
stable long-term market offering a moderate 
price to a high-priced spot market and is 
not interested in increasing capacity to take 
advantage of present high-priced European 
demand. It would rather increase on the 
basis of a growth in United States demand— 
a growth which will support a price justify- 
ing present-day construction and equipment 
costs. 

The industry is confident that it can ex- 
pand its capacity to meet almost any de- 
mands made upon it, provided that the price 
offered allows a fair margin of profit over a 
fair period of time. The newsprint price in 
December of $116 a ton landed in New York 
was considered to afford a satisfactory profit 
margin and to permit a certain amount of 
investment for increasing capacity. Price 
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will be the factor in determining whether 
more new machines will be installed and new 
mills will be established. 


ARGENTINA’S NEWSPRINT IMPORTS 


November imports of newsprint into Ar- 
gentina reached a total of 6,181 short tons, 
bringing entries for the first 11 months of 
the current year to 106,705 short tons. No- 
vember imports were the lowest for any 1 
month in 1951; the monthly average was 
9,120 tons. 

If shipments through December showed 
any increase over the month of November, 
total imports for 1951 probably approximated 
1950 total imports of 111,396 short tons. 


REDUCTION IN NEWSPRINT Duty, 
NETHERLANDS 


The Minister of Finance in the Nether- 
lands stated in the Second Chamber that 
the Benelux import duty on newsprint 
would be temporarily decreased from 10 per- 
cent to 6 percent, effective January 1, 1952. 
The reduction was being made to help news- 
papers meet the rise in the price of news- 
print expected on the same date. 

The Minister further stated that this 
action was all that could be taken for the 
newspaper trade. Requests for allocation of 
Canadian dollars for import of newsprint 
were rejected by the Government, because 
the dollars were needed for basic industries. 
The Minister was also not prepared to re- 
duce the sales tax on advertisements, or the 
luxury tax on illustrated periodicals. The 
latter had already received a concession, he 
stated, when in the course of 1951 the gen- 
eral luxury tax was increased from 15 to 30 
percent, and the tax on illustrated periodi- 
cals continued at 15 percent. 

The Second Chamber showed little en- 
thusiasm about the reduction in the duty. 
One member said that the lower duty on 
newsprint would save newspapers only 5@,000 
guilders, compared with increased paper 
costs for the newspaper trade of 10,000,000 
guilders. 


ADVANCE IN PRODUCTION, SWEDEN 


The index for production in the pulp and 
paper industry increased from 139 in Oc- 
tober 1950 to 147 in September 1951 and 149 
in October 1951, according to data compiled 
by the Swedish Institute for Industrial, Eco- 
nomic and Social Research. This compares 
with gains for all groups of Swedish indus- 
try from 212 in October 1950 to 213 in Sep- 
tember 1951 and 215 in October 1951. (1935= 
100). 


NEW RESTRICTIONS ON PAPER MAKING, 
U. 


Further restrictions on the Use of wood 
pulp in paper and board making in the 
United Kingdom have been announced by 
the Ministry of Materials. The Ministry 
stated that as from January 6, 1952, specific 
wood-pulp consumption licenses will be re- 
quired for making wood-free papers, ma- 
chine-glazed posters, and esparto papers. 
The use of wood pulp in these types at the 
same time will be cut by about 20 percent. 
The cut in rag papers will be about 12% 
percent. 

The consumption of all types of pulp for 
making board for packaging will become 
subject to specific license from March 2 and 
will be cut by about 1214 percent from that 
date. 

In addition, from March 2, the consump- 
tion of wood pulp for certain papers and 
boards, for which specific licenses are al- 
ready required, will be curtailed. 

The reduction for mechanical printings 
will amount to about 151% percent; for wall- 
paper base, 321% percent; sack kraft, 7% 
percent; and kraft liner, 9 percent. 

It is expected that further announcements 
will be made by the Ministry of Materials 
about imports of wood pulp, paper, and 
board during 1952. 


Radio & Television 


Rapio ADVERTISING TIME LIMITED IN 
PARAGUAY 


Radio advertising time is limited to a 
maximum of 3 minutes between musical 
compositions, by a resolution of the Tele- 
communications Administration dated De- 
cember 15, 1951. A patrol of 5 radio- 
equipped vehicles is now in use by the 
police in Asuncion, the capital. 


NEw RaDIO STATION IN SAUDI ARABIA 


A new broadcasting station was opened in 
Mecca, Saudi Arabia on October 2, 1951. 
The facility, equipped with a 50-watt trans- 
mitter FM link and an 175-foot antenna 
tower, is located on Mt. Hindi, a small hill 
on the outskirts of Mecca. In the future, 
all programs will originate in Mecca and will 
be beamed by the new transmitter to the 
Jidda station, which will in turn broadcast 
them over medium- and short-wave bands. 

The Mecca station was constructed by 
Egyptian engineers employed by the Inter- 
national Standard Electric Co. This com- 
pany has a contract with the Saudi Govern- 
ment for operation of its radio facilities. 
The contract runs until October 1952. 


TELEVISION IN U.S. 5S. R. 


Two television stations are operating in 
the U. S. S. R., reportedly, one in Moscow 
and the other in Leningrad, both using 625 
lines. During 1950 the Leningrad trans- 
mitter was on 441 lines. In addition, an 
experimental station is in operation at 
Kharkov. 

The number of TV sets in use in the 
U. S. S. R. in mid-1950 was estimated at 
under 12,000. However, during 1951 the 
estimated production and sale reached 
16,000 sets. 

The Ministry of Telecommunications has 
announced a competition for the best de- 
sign for a mass television receiver. The 
competition will run until August 1952. 

The cheapest Soviet TV set on sale has a 
7-inch screen and costs 1,275 rubles (over 
$300). The best set has a 10-inch screen 
and a short-wave radio and costs the equiva- 
lent of $600 


WESTERN GERMANY DEVELOPS FM 
BROADCASTING 


In the summer of 1948 at the European 
Broadcasting Conference held in Copenhagen 
most of the AM radio frequencies held by 
Germany were stripped from that country 
and given to other countries. (Germany and 
the United States were both without votes at 
this conference.) In consequence of this ac- 
tion, broadcasting in Germany would either 
have had to be drasticaly curtailed or put 
on different frequencies. The only available 
frequencies were in the high-frequency spec- 
trum, part of which had been set aside inter- 
nationally for FM broadcasting. 

Germany was bankrupt as a nation and 
the individual citizens were so poor that it 
was deemed impossible for them to invest in 
new receivers of the conventional FM type. 
In an effort to assist the German people, en- 
gineers of the Federal Communications Com- 
mission developed a new and inexpensive 
adapter for FM which could be attached to 
the old AM receivers, and FCC and the State 
Department sent engineers to Germany to in- 
troduce this new adapter. 

As a result of this and other aid the three 
Western Zones of Germany have developed an 
extensive FM broadcasting system, and Ger- 
many is now the only country in Europe 
making full-scale use of FM broadcasting. 
The British Zone has 13 FM stations in op- 
eration and 20 projected stations; the United 
States Zone has 34 FM stations in operation 
and 21 projected stations, 13 of the latter 
planned for completion in 1952; and the 
French Zone has 4 stations in operation and 
13 projected. 


(Continued on p. 28) 
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TRANSPORT, UTILITIES, and 
COMMUNICATIONS Se 


Prepared in Transportation 
and Communications Divi- 


sion, Office of International 
Trade 


Naeozari Railroad Traffic 


For 1951 


Carload traffic on the Nacozari railroad in 
Mexico for November 1951 reflects an increase 
of approximately 30 percent compared with 
the same period in 1950. The principal 
commodities transported were concentrates, 
precipitates, ores in bulk, and livestock. 
During the same time, border crossings be- 
tween Agua Prieta to Douglas, Arizona, to- 
taled 217,701 aliens and citizens, as com- 
pared with 131,618 during November 1950, an 
increase accounted for largely by United 
States military personnel. 


Pakistan Approves Rail 
Construction 


The Government of Pakistan has sanc- 
tioned a 240-mile railway project, which in- 
cludes the conversion of the narrow gage 
line between Jacobabad and Kashmore to 
broad gage and the construction of a broad 
gage from Kashmore to Mahmudkot. The 
construction will be done by the North 
Western Railway. 


New International Airport 
Planned at Varadero, Cuba 


The Cuban Ministry of Public Works has 
earmarked $300,000 for the construction of 
a new international airport at Varadero, 
Cuba. Work has already begun on the road 
which will connect the airport with the pop- 
ular beach resort and with the city of 
Cardenas. 


Installations of Telephone 
System for Jidda and Riyadh 


The Saudi Arabian Government recently 
awarded a contract to the Mecca and Jidda 
firm of Ibrahim Abdullah Juffali and Bros. 
for the installation of a fully automatic 
telephone exchange in Jidda and a semi- 
automatic telephone exchange in Riyadh. 
The installation will be undertaken by the 
General Electric Co. of England, functioning 
through its agents, Juffali Bros. Present 
plans call for 2,000 telephone lines and the 
installation of an exchange system capable 
of servicing 4,000 outlets. 

A small training school will be set up 
adjoining the exchange to train personnel 
to operate the telephone exchanges. At the 
present time two Saudis are being trained in 
England in the intricacies of installation, 
servicing, and maintenance of all phases of 
a modern telephone system. 

A preliminary survey of Riyadh revealed 
that for the arrangement of the city and the 
types of buildings, a semiautomatic tele- 
phone system would be the most suitable 
and practical. The exchange will have a 
capacity of 3,000 telephone outlets. At least 
a year to a year and one-half from the time 
the actual work begins will be required be- 
fore the job is completed. 
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British Railways Increase 
Freight Rates 


The British Minister of Transport an- 
nounced on December 6, 1951, that he had 
authorized a 10-percent increase in railway 
freight rates, effective December 31, 1951. 
The increase, which was requested by the 
British Transport Commission on Novem- 
ber 30, 1951, was granted with the approval 
of the Transport Tribunal. Additional net 
revenue expected by the railways from this 
raise in charges is estimated at £21,000,000 
annually. 

This advance is subject to a maximum of 
10 shillings for general merchandise and 
perishable traffic; while on the other hand 
charges for small parcels by freight train are 
to go up by approximately 20 percent. 

The Minister declared in his announce- 
ment that railway working expenses had 
risen this year by £40,000,000, including a 
recent 8 percent wage increase to railwaymen 
(total cost £14,100,000). Rising prices will 
further augment them by £11,000,000 in 
1952. At present the Commission is oper- 
ating at a weekly deficit of about £750,000 
(mainly attributable to the railways) and 
the 1952 deficit is estimated at £89,500,000 

The new increase is the third in 19 months. 
Charges went up by 1624 percent in May 
1950 and by 10 percent in April 1951, bring- 
ing them to a level 118 percent above prewar. 


French Equatorial Africa 
Authorizes New Power Plant 


Directors of ripEs (Fonds d’Investissements 
pour le Development Economique et Social 
des Territories d’outre-Mer) recently author- 
ized 550,000,000 Colonial French African 
francs for the construction of a hydroelec- 
tric plant at Bouali on the M’Bali, about 53 
miles northwest of Banqui, capital of Uban- 
gui-Chari. Work will commence as soon as 
the project has been approved by the Serv- 
ice Technique de la France d’outre-Mer. 

The new plant (a 10-year-plan project) 
will supply electric power to the city of Ban- 
gui as well as a cotton textile mill now being 
planned for installation in Bouali by 1953. 


Eleven Percent Increase in 
Mexican Power Production 


Electric power generated during the first 9 
months of 1951 by Mexico’s four principal 
power companies was 11 percent greater than 
that generated during the corresponding pe- 
riod in 1950, or respectively 2,681,950,000 
kw.-hr. and 2,389,538,000 kw.-hr. 


Energy for Industrial Use 
Limited by Punjab Board 


The Punjab Electric Power Control Board 
in Lahore, Pakistan, recently announced that 
no new applications for new industrial con- 
nections or for the extension of existing 
connections in areas fed from the East Pun- 








jab system will be considered until the Rasul 
Hydroelectric Project goes into service, which 
will possibly be in March or April 1952. 

The Board emphasized that the limitation 
would only affect those areas fed from the 
Indian power plants. At the same time the 
Board announced that restrictions on indus- 
trial consumers being supplied by the Lahore 
Shahdara Power Plant would be loosened as 
a result of recent improvements effected in 
operation. It was revealed that night loads 
(industrial) would be supplied from Shah- 
dara according to demand and that new and 
supplemental day connections will be allowed 
in amounts necessary to operate motors up 
to 5 horsepower. 


Congestion at the 
Port of Santos 


The heavily congested condition of the 
port and warehouses of Santos, Brazil, be- 
came so critical during November that the 
Government has ordered the dock company 
to take immediate action to prevent the 
congestion from becoming chaotic. In an 
effort to improve the situation and in ac- 
cord with the Government, the dock com- 
pany recently advised the local chamber of 
commerce that, effective January 1, 1952, 
storage time would be reduced and storage 
charges increased, as follows: 

Charges on merchandise stored in bonded 
warehouses for the first period of 30 days 
will be 1 percent on calculated duty values; 
the second period of 15 days at 3 percent; 
the third period of 15 days at 6 per cent; the 
fourth period of 15 days at 9 percent and for 
each subsequent period of 15 days, 9 per- 
cent. It is believed that by increasing the 
storage charges importers will be forced to 
clear their merchandise more rapidly. 


Cuban Airline Begins New 
Service Between Habana and 
West Palm Beach 

: On December 15, 1951, Aerovias “‘Q”’ inau- 
gurated a new service between Habana and 


West Palm Beach, Florida. Regular flights 
are being made every Monday, Thursday, and 


Saturday. The schedule for these triweekly 
flights is as follows: 
Leave Habana 11:15 a.m. 
Arrive West Palm Beach 1: 05 p.m. 
Leave West Palm Beach 1:45 p.m. 
Arrive Habana_- 3:35 p.m. 


One-way fares are $23.50, plus tax; round- 
trip fares, good for 30 days cost $37; and 
round-trip tickets good for 1 year, can be 
purchased for $43. 


Cuban President Seeks to 
Nationalize United Railways 


President Prio of Cuba announced that he 
would send a message to Congress asking 
nationalization of United Railways of Ha- 
bana, which company is suffering severe 
financial difficulties. This proposal was made 
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known, according to press accounts, in a 
ceremony in Habana terminal station, where 
the President distributed back-pay checks of 
a 5-percent increase granted several years 
ago (1947) to the railway workers. At pres- 
ent this company is in the hands of a Gov- 
ernment intervenor. 

“If I obtain approval of this law,”’ the Pres- 
ident said, “I shall feel the satisfaction of 
having fulfilled a task beneficial to the com- 
munity and of having done, by means of a 
tax, a great favor to those who will have to 
pay it, since it will mean that they will not 
lose the only means they have of transport- 
ing their sugar.” 

He chided the sugar mill owners for not 
accepting his advice when he recently urged 
them to purchase the railroad. For awhile 
the mill owners appeared to be giving serious 
thought to this proposition and held several 
conferences with President Prio. Some ob- 
servers think that the present proposal of 
nationalization is designed to induce the 
sugar people to take the carrier over. 

A member of the Senate (Government 
party) and Secretary General of the Cuban 
Confederation of Labor indicated that Presi- 
dent Prio would ask a 6-cent per bag tax on 
sugar to provide funds for the purchase of 
this railway, and also a cane plant contribu- 
tion of 2 cents per bag. He said that the tax 
would be administered by a joint committee 
composed of representatives of the different 
industrial groups and the Government. 


Port Congestion at Matadi and 
Leopoldville Officially Ended 


The state of congestion at the ports of 
Matadi and Leopoldville was officially ended, 
according to an announcement by the Act- 
ing Governor of the Belgian Congo at a re- 
cent meeting of Government Officials and 
press representatives. He then read a state- 
ment to the effect that the volume of goods 
on board ships at Matadi and the stocks in 
the two ports now permitted this action to 
be taken, but cautioned that care must be 
exercised lest a sudden influx of merchandise 
does not complicate the port situation. He 
further stated that current restrictions will 
be raised progressively and that the trans- 
port commission would continue to exercise 
close supervision over the embarkation of 
goods. 


Reduction in United Fruit Co. 
Passenger Service to Guatemala 


The United Fruit Co. in December an- 
nounced reductions in passenger service to 
Guatemala from United States ports. The 
weekly 95-passenger-ship service from New 
Orleans has been changed to a_ biweekly 
schedule. Effective January 9, 1952, the com- 
pany discontinued operation of the 95-pas- 
senger vessels between New York and Puerto 
Barrios. The 12-passenger cargo vessel serv- 
ice between New Orleans and New York and 
Guatemala will continue on its present 
schedule. 


New 24-inch Pipeline to 
Carry Canadian Crude West 


Official permission was given on December 
14 to the Canadian Trans-Mountain Oil Pipe- 
line Co. for the building of a 693-mile, 24- 
inch pipeline, at a cost of C$82,000,000, to 
carry Alberta crude oil to the west coast. 
Since oil production in this Province at pres- 
ent is limited by the availability of markets, 
the construction of this line will be a major 
step in the continuing development of the 
oil industry. 

The Interprovincial Pipeline Co.’s 1,127- 
mile line from Edmonton has been carrying 
Alberta crude for more than a year direct to 
refineries in Saskatchewan and Manitoba, 
and to Superior, Wis., for shipment by tanker 
to Ontario. Now, Trans-Mountain hopes 
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within 2 years to be conveying Alberta crude 
from Edmonton to large refineries located 
near Vancouver. 

The importance of the new pipeline to 
Canadian economy is indicated by the speed 
with which the Board of Transport Commis- 
sioners at Ottawa approved Trans-Mountain’s 
application; 4 days after the hearing con- 
cluded, the written decision was made public. 

The line will follow the general course of 
the Canadian National Railway through the 
Yellowhead Pass, touching Edson, Jasper, 
Tete Jaune Cache, Kamloops, Merrit, Hope, 
and Chilliwack, to Burnaby, B. C. (near Van- 
couver), where terminal facilities will be 
located. Survey crews are already at work. 
Contracts have now been let, and Mannix 
Ltd., of Calgary, will construct about 221 
miles in the center of the line, while Com- 
stock Mid-Western Ltd., a subsidiary of Ca- 
nadian Comstock Co., Ltd., will build approx- 
imately 472 miles of line at the eastern and 
western ends. The line’s construction will 
be a great engineering feat and between 
1,100 and 1,250 men will be employed clearing 
the route and leveling rockbound right-of- 
way. Pipe-laying operations will begin next 
spring. 

With an initial capacity of 75,000 barrels 
a day, the line is expected to carry 37,500 
barrels at the outset, and the volume will be 
stepped up as the market requires. The com- 
pany hopes eventually to expand the capac- 
ity to 200,000 barrels a day. 


Southern Pacific R. R. of 
Mexico Properties Sold to 
Mexican Government 


The Southern Pacific Railroad of Mexico 
properties, but not the company itself, have 
been sold to the Mexican Government. The 
transaction was completed, the title trans- 
ferred, the first payment made, and the 
Government assumed control about 12:30 
a.m. on December 22, 1951. Under the terms 
of the sale, the Mexican Government ac- 
quired 1,227 miles of railroad operating be- 
tween Nogales, on the Arizona border to 
Mazatlan, in the State of Sinaloa, and on to 
Guadalajara, in the State of Jalisco, includ- 


ing branch lines from Nogales to Cananea 
and Naco. 


Purchase and Sale Agreement 


The contract conditions under which the 
purchase and sale were made are briefly as 
follows: 

Price.—The sale price was US$12,000,000. 

Terms of Payment.—The Government paid 
25 percent, i. e., US$3,000,000 in cash. The 
balance is to be covered by Government 
bonds bearing 314 percent interest and to 
be amortized serially over 15 years. There is 
the further stipulation that these bonds can- 
not be sold in Mexico without the consent 
of the Mexican Government. 

Company Not Sold.—SPdeM itself was not 
sold. It will retain its corporate existence 
in Mexico for at least 5 years, this being 
required by Mexican law. One purpose of 
this retention is to permit the company to 
settle its tax responsibility and also to meet 
certain labor claims. The further reason 
is that the company retains the cash assets, 
including bills due, up to the time of the 
title transfer. 

Properties Sold.—All of the physical prop- 
erties of the company in Mexico and also its 
franchises and other related intangibles were 
sold to the Government. The sale included, 
among other properties, the following rolling 
stock, most of which was on lease from the 
parent company, but which is nevertheless 
transferred to the Government: 118 steam 
locomotives, 98 passenger cars, 986 freight 
cars, and 894 maintenance cars. 

Additional Rolling Stock.—It is agreed that 
the parent company, Southern Pacific (SP) 
shall sell to the Government the following 
additional rolling stock: 10 used steam loco- 
motives in good repair, price $8,500 each; 


550 used box cars, price $1,043.50 each; and 
150 used box cars, price $780.50 each. 

Locomotive Repairs.—SP will repair in its 
United States shops, at the Mexican Govern- 
ment’s expense, two locomotives per month 
for 36 months. 

Additional Locomotive Repairs.—In addi- 
tion, SP will repair 15 locomotives, the cost 
being split fifty-fifty between SPdeM and the 
Government. 

Labor and Pensions.—The Government as- 
sumes the existing labor contract and also 
responsibility for the payment of accumu- 
lated pensions. 

Labor Claims.—There are about 800 labor 
claims against the company which have been 
filed in the labor court. SPdeM assumes 
liability for meeting these claims. 


Management 


The Government has requested, and 
SPdeM has agreed, that its present executive 
officials shall continue for the time being in 
management of the Government’s railway 
system. Their salaries and expenses are to 
be paid by the Government, and they are to 
conduct the management under the direc- 
tion of and in behalf of the Ministry of 
Communications. 


Name 


The name of the system has not been se- 
lected. The contract provides, however, that 
the Government shall not use the name 
Southern Pacific, or the words “Southern” or 
“Pacific,” or any combination thereof. 


Pacific Fruit Express Company 
Agreement 


Pacific Fruit Express Co., a SP subdidiary, 
has longe supplied refrigerator cars for han- 
dling the perishable west-coast crops. This 
produce is a large part of the railway traf- 
fic. Pacific Fruit Express agrees to con- 
tinue, with the Government, its existing con- 
tract with SPdeM, for 6 months. During this 
period, it will strive to negotiate a new con- 
tract mutually satisfactory to the Govern- 
ment and the Pacific Fruit Express. 


Radiotelephone Link 
Between Iraq and Ireland 


The Director General of Posts anc Tele- 
graphs inaugurated a public radiotelephone 
service between Iraq and Ireland (Eire) in 
December. The service forms part of the 
Baghdad-London daily 1-hour schedule, es- 
tablished on August 1, 1951, and calls are 
chargeable on the same basis. Effective De- 
cember 10, the Baghdad-London schedule 
changed its time of operation from 4 p. m. 
local time to 5 p. m., instead of 5 p. m. to 
6 p. m. 

Iraq is presently in contact by wireless 
telephony with Britain, Egypt, and France, 
under facilities of the new powerful Marconi- 
built wireless station at Abu Ghuraib (17 
miles west of Baghdad), and negotiations are 
reported to be in hand for extension of the 
service to the United States and Italy. 


Port Congestion at Istanbul 


The measures previously reported as being 
taken to ameliorate the port situation at 
Istanbul, Turkey, brought a slight improve- 
ment in September over August 1951, accord- 
ing to a comparison of statistics on the 
average daily tonnage handled and the num- 
ber of days foreign ships spent in port. How- 
ever, little improvement was apparent to ob- 
houses were still loaded with bales, cases, 
servers who noted that all customs ware- 
machinery, and the like, so that lighters in 
temporary use for storage purposes could 
not be freed to unload the long line of ships 
waiting to discharge their cargo. At one 
time it was reported that only seven lighters 
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EXPLANATION OF RATES rate of 2.50 pesos per l nited States dollar buying and 2.51 levied on the basic, preferential A, and preferential B Ww 
5 parame ; ” selling was established. All foreign payments are made rates, respectively, since April 18, 1950. For a number 
All the rates quoted above prevail in markets which at the basic selling rate, and all foreign exchange proceeds of years prior to November 7, 1949, imports had been al 
are eigher legal or tolerated. In. addition there are in receive the basic buying rate except for exchange from paid for at the official rate (3.12 guaranies per dollar) or 
several countries illegal or black markets in which rates coffee exports which were intially converted at the old at an auction rate ranging from 10-20 percent above the Ds 
fluctuate widely and vary substantially from those buying rate of 1.95 pesos for 75 percemt of the exchange official, depending upon the essentiality of the mer- 
above. Several countries also allow special rates to be and the new 2.50 rate for the remaining 25 percent. On chandise. : 
applied to some transactions either directly or through October 29 a program of progressive devaluation of the Peru.—Payment for permitted imports and for certain m™ 
barter or private compensation operations. coffee buying rate was put into effect, to be continued authorized nontrade transactions is effected through the : 
Argentina.—Imports into Argentina since August 28, until complete unification with the 2.50 peso buying rate use of exchange certificates, at rates arrived at in the fc 
1950, are paid for at preferential, basic or free-market isreached. The old selling rate of 1. 96 pesos is presently free market. Other nontrade transactions are effected 
rates, depending upon their importance to the Argentine inactive; the former exchange certificate and free-market at the legal free-market rate. 
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Ordinary (4.23), preferential (3.73), auction (4.94), and essential imports and to some nontrade transactions. The rate of 2.45 pesos per dollar applies to nonlisted 
free (increased from approximately 4.02 at the beginning The uncontrolled rate applies to other imports and to imports, deemed to be nonessentials or luxuries, The a. 
of 1948 to 4.80 in June 1948). On October 3, 1949, the nontrade transactions not eligible for the controlled rate. uncontrolled rate is applied to nontrade transactions. b 
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Announcements Under Reciprocal 
Trade-Agreements Program 


United States To Invoke Escape 
Clause on Hatters’ Fur Duty 


{BASED ON STATE DEPARTMENT PRESS 
RELEASE No. 13 JAN. 7, 1952) 


The President has signed a proclamation 
modifying a United States tariff concession 
on certain grades of hatters’ fur, effective 
after the close of business February 8, 1952. 
The concession was originally made in the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 
concluded at Geneva in 1947. The action 
modifying the concession is based on an 
investigation and report to the President 
by the United States Tariff Commission and 
is being taken under section 7 of the Trade 
Agreements Extension Act of 1951 and in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 
XIX (the “escape clause’’) of the General 
Agreement. 

The Presidential proclamation puts into 
effect higher rates of duty on certain hatters’ 
fur in accordance with the recommendations 
of the Tariff Commission following the Com- 
mission’s investigation. This investigation 
was conducted in response to an application 
to the Tariff Commission by representatives 
of the domestic industry. 

The Tariff Commission’s report and the 
President’s action applies to ‘‘hatters’ fur, 
or furs not on the skin, prepared for hatters’ 
use, including fur skins carroted,” described 
in item 1520 of the United States schedule 
(schedule XX) of the General Agreement. 
The present rate of duty is 15 percent. The 
new rate of duty will be 471% cents per 
pound, but not less than 15 percent or more 
than 35 percent ad valorem. Under this new 
duty the maximum rate of 35 percent will 
apply to hatters’ fur valued at $1.36 or less; 
the minimum rate of 15 percent will apply 
to fur valued at $3.1624 or more per pound; 
and the rate of 47442 cents per pound will 
apply to imports valued between those two 
prices. Thus there will be no change in the 
duty on hatters’ fur valued at $3.17 or more 


per pound. Imports or hatters’ fur in recent 
years have come principally from Belgium, 
France and Italy. 


Petroleum Tariff Quota Allocated 


(BASED ON STATE DEPARTMENT PRESS 
RELEASE No. 11, JAN. 7, 1952) 


The President on January 5, 1952, signed 
a proclamation which continues for 1952 the 
1951 allocation by countries of imports of 
crude oil, topped crude, and fuel oil which 
are permitted entry into the United States 
at a reduced rate of import tax. The 1952 
quota allocation is as follows: Venezuela 
59.4 percent, the Netherlands (including 
overseas territories) 18.7 percent, all other 
countries 21.9 percent. The calendar years 
1946-49 are taken as the representative period 
specified in the proclamation for the purpose 
of determining the allocation by country. 

Under the trade agreement with Venezuela 
signed in 1939, imports of crude oil, topped 
crude oil, and fuel oil which are subject to 
import tax are permitted entry at the rate 
of 10% cents a barrel, up to and not in 
excess of 5 percent of the total quantity of 
crude petroleum processed in refineries in 
continental United States during the preced- 
ing calendar year. Imports of these products 
subject to import tax in excess of the 5 per- 
cent quota enter the United States at a 
higher rate of 21 cents a barrel. 

The quantities of petroleum products al- 
located to each country of export under the 
1952 quota will be announced by the Treasury 
Department after determination by the De- 
partment of the Interior of the total quan- 
tity of crude petroleum processed in refineries 
in continental United States in 1951. In 
November, the Bureau of Mines estimated 
that the crude runs to stills in the United 
States in 1951 would reach approximately 
2.4 billion barrels. In 1951, approximately 
104.5 million barrels were imported at the 
104% cent rate out of an estimated total 
import figure for 1951 of 309 million barrels. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 


—_— 


(Continued from p. 8) 


weaving textiles, such as shirts, stockings, 
and socks of different colors; and nylon ropes 
of all sizes. 


Agency Opportunities 


91. Belgium—"“Afe & Cindo” (Agence Belge 
de Foires et Expositions Etrangéres), (organ- 
izers of trade fairs and agents for foreign 
organizers of such fairs), 44 rue Haringrode, 
Antwerp, desires to establish connections 
with American trade-fair operating firms 
with a view to acting as agents in Belgium 
and Luxembourg for such firms. 

World Trade Directory Report being pre- 
pared. 

92. Cuba—Juan G. Velazquez Cabezas (com- 
mission merchant), P. O. Box 118, Santa Rita 
459, Santiago de Cuba, Oriente, seeks agency 
for toys, novelties, foodstuffs, and hardware. 

93. Indonesia—Javasche Handel Maats- 
chappij (importer of textiles and ready-made 
clothes, exporter of Balinese handicraft), 
Djalan Pahlawan 38, Surabaya, wishes to act 
as exclusive agent in Indonesia for motor 
bicycles, parts, and accessories. 
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94. Italy—*COURTOIS” Laboratorio Far- 
maceutico (manufacturer), 95 Corso Regina 
Margherita, Turin, desires to contact manu- 
facturers of pharmaceutical cardiotonic and 
cardiovascular specialties for ulcer and liver 
ailments. Firm invites offers for the manu- 
facture under U. S. license of these specialties 
in its laboratory. 

95. Ital y—‘GIENNE” (manufacturer’s 
agent), 15 Via Andrea Doria, Palazzo Borsa 
Merci, Turin, desires to act as agent for firms 
planning to sell in Italy machinery suitable 
for the mechanical, metallurgical, and textile 
industries. 

96. Italy—Caseifici Modenesi Societa’ per 
Azioni (importing distributor and manufac- 
turer’s agent), Via G. Aurispa 4, Milan, seeks 
agency for prepared chicken cubes and 
powdered chicken soup. 

97. Morocco (French)—Société Remess 
(manufacturer and manufacturer’s agent for 
industrial and domestic furnaces and heat- 
ers), 56 Rue Amiral Courbet, Casablanca, 
seeks agencies in French Morocco for manu- 
facturers of boilers, heaters, pipes, feed 
pumps, and steam traps. 

98. Morocco (French)—Société Metallur- 
gique Nord-Africaine (Somena), (manufac- 
turer’s agent and distributor), 29 Rue de 
Chateau Yquem, Casablanca, wishes to obtain 
agencies in French North Africa (Morocco, 
Algeria, and Tunisia) for electrical household 
appliances and equipment, including kitchen 
ranges, washing machines, hot-water ma- 
chines, and refrigerators. 


99. Turkey—Peter Aug. Buhagiar (import- 
ing distributor and manufacturer’s agent), 
Gumussuyu Caddesi No. 3/2, Ayazpasa, Istan- 
bul, invites inquiries from United States 
firms desiring representation in Turkey for 
dyes; raw and semimanufactured materials, ~ 
including heavy chemicals; and machinery 
and plant equipment. 


Foreign Visitors 


100. Australia—Benzion Patkin, represent- 
ing Patross Knitting Mills Pty. Ltd., 387-89 
Clarendon Street, South Melbourne, Victoria, 
is interested in the latest styles of knitwear 
and sportswear, and requests technical infor- 
mation on methods of manufacturing and 
production. Scheduled to arrive the middle 
of February, via New York, for a visit of 2 
weeks. United States address: c/o Austral- 
ian Trade Commissioner, 636 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Los 
Angeles, and San Francisco. 

101. Belgium—F. R. Schreiber, represent- 
ing Belgian Commodities Inc. (importer, 
exporter, agent), 16 rue Lebeau, Brussels, is 
visiting the United States to discuss the 
possibilities of export to the American Con- 
tinent of rolled steel material from Europe, 
and especially the sale of silicon steel sheets. 
Scheduled to arrive late in January, via New 
York, for an indefinite period. United States 
address: c/o New York Continental Corpora- 
tion, Room 1710, 24 Stone Street, New York, 
|. ie # 

(See also Import Opportunity, Item No. 13, 
in this issue.) 

102. France—Pierre Marie Robert Sarrazin, 
representing Messrs. Comandon & Co., Boite 
Postale No. 14, Jarnac, Charente, is interested 
in marketing cognac and other brandies in 
the United States, and requests technical 
information on market possibilities, sales 
prices in retail trade, and custom duties. 
Scheduled to arrive early in February, via 
New York, for a visit of about 2 months. 
United States address: c/o Maitre Gramber, 
2155 Buchanan Street, San Francisco, Calif. 
Itinerary: New York, San Francisco, and 
Washington, D. C. 

World Trade Directory Report being pre- 
pared. 

103. France—André Maurice Sans, repre- 
senting Etablissements Roger Lanta & Cie., 
21 Avenue Henri-IV, Jurancon, Basses-Pyre- 
nees, wishes to contact potential importers 
and sales agents in the United States inter- 
ested in Jurancon wines (white, rose, dry, and 
sweet), alcoholic strength 14 to 16 degrees. 
Scheduled to arrive early in February, via 
New York, for a visit of 6 months. United 
States address: c/o Mrs. Virginia Downing, 7 
Berkman Place, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Washington (D. C.), Dallas, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, and Chicago. 

104. Germany—Josef Lothar Steib, repre- 
senting Josef Lothar Steib G. m. b. H., Al- 
brecht & Meister A. G., and Berlin-Neuroder 
Kunstanstalten A. G. (manufacturers and 
exporters of greeting cards and post cards), 
all located at 21-24 Sandstrasse, Munich, Ba- 
varia, is interested in establishing export 
market or United States agency for greeting 
cards, post cards, advent calendars, games, 
and créches, and requests technical informa- 
tion on new printing methods. Scheduled to 
arrive January 10, via New York, for a visit 
of 2 to 3 months. United States address: 
Apt. 7 F, 3103 Fairfield Avenue, Bronx, New 
York. Itinerary: New York, Chicago, Kansas 
City, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Detroit, 
Dallas, St. Louis, and New Orleans. 

105. Israel—Starr S. Chertok, representing 
“Victra” (Israel) Ltd. (manufacturer and ex- 
porter of electrical appliances, wholesaler, 
importer), Jaffa Tel-Aviv Road, P. O. Box 
4162 Tel-Aviv, is interested in negotiating 
representations and patent uses. Scheduled 
to arrive January: 10, via New York, for a visit 
of 6 weeks. United States address: c/o Vic- 
tra U.S. A. Inc., 50 East Forty-second Street, 
New York 17,N. Y. Itinerary: New York and 
Washington. 
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106. Japan—T. L. Chang, representing 
Chang Fong Enterprise Co., Ltd. (Tokyo 
Office), (commission merchant), 7 Naka Fifth 
Building, Rooms 5-6, Marunouchi, Chiyoda- 
ku, Tokyo, wishes to act as importer and 
distributor in Japan, preferably as manufac- 
turer’s agent, of tezliles (particularly rayon 
and nylon), chemicals, (plastics), and auto- 
motive equipment. He is now in the United 
States for a visit of several months. United 
States address: c/o T. M. P. Hsi, Oceanic En- 
terprises, Room 1755, 630 Fifth Avenue, New 
York,N. Y. Itinerary: Boston and New York. 

107. New Zealand—L. L. Hunt, represent- 
ing Cement Enamel (N. Z.) Ltd. (importing 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 136 Bath 
Street, Levin, is interested in importing, ob- 
taining agency, and manufacturing under 
license in New Zealand all kinds of building 
materials, household appliances, and other 
commodities. Scheduled to arrive the mid- 
dle of February, via Detroit, for a visit of 2 
weeks. United States address: c/o R. L. Col- 
lins, 15555 Euclid Street, Allen Park, Mich. 

108. Norway—-Kaye Weedon, representing 
J. L. Nerlien A/S (importer, wholesaler, and 
retailer, of photographic equipment and sup- 
plies, X-ray apparatus, films, motion-picture 
equipment, and scientific instruments), 13 
Nedre Slottsgate, Oslo, is interested in pho- 
tographic goods. Scheduled to arrive Jan- 
uary 7, via New York, for a visit of 3 months. 
United States address: c/o Export Manager, 
Fairchild Camera and Instrument Corp., 88 
06 Van Wyck Boulevard, Jamaica, L. I., New 
York. Itinerary: New York, Washington 
(D. C.), Rochester (N. Y.), Chicago, Denver, 
Salt Lake City, Kingsport (Tenn.). 

109. Sweden—Ernst Dahren, representing 
Dahrentrad (manufacturer of insulated wire 
for dynamos, importer, exporter), Essunga, 
is interested in dynamo wire and electric 
cable, and desires to visit cable industries 
for consultation. Scheduled to arrive Jan- 
uary 12, via New York, for a visit of 2 months. 
United States address: c/o Peder Kristenson, 
5005 Finlay Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif. Itin- 
erary: New York, Chicago, Fort Wayne, Phila- 
delphia, St. Paul, Los Angeles, and other 
cities. 





Trade Lists Available 


The Commercial Intelligence Division has 
recently published the following trade lists 
of which mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from Depart- 
ment of Commerce Field Offices. The price 
is $1 a list for each country. 


Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration Equip- 
ment Importers and Dealers—Burma. 


Automotive-Product Manufacturers— 
Brazil. 


Business Firms—Oceania. 


Carpet and Rug Manufacturers and Ex- 
porters—Spain. 


Cement Manufacturers—Pakistan. 
Chemical Importers and Dealers—Algeria. 
Chemical Importers and Dealers—France. 


Curio, Novelty, and Handicraft Dealers, 
Manufacturers, and Exporters—Hong Kong. 

Dry-Goods and Clothing Importers and 
Dealers—Sweden. 

Foodstuff Importers, Dealers, Manufactur- 
ers, and Exporters—Portugal. 

Hospitals—Australia. 

Iron, Steel, and Building-Material Import- 
ers and Dealers—Honduras. 

Motion-Picture Industry—Nicaragua. 

Motion-Picture Industry—Thailand. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) Import- 
ers, Dealers, Producers, Refiners, and Export- 
ers—Lebanon. 

Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, Growers, 
and Exporters—lIraq. 

Sugar Mills—Uruguay. 

Textile Industry—Guatemala. 

Vegetable Growers and Exporters—Cuba. 

Waste Paper and Rag Importers and Deal- 
ers—Belgium. 
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Export-Control Developments 


Office of International Trade, U. S. Department of Commerce 


{Nore: Excerpts from recent announcements 
in CEB (Current Export Bulletin) and from 
press releases of OIT (Office of International 
Trade) appear below. The announcements, 
containing more detailed information, may be 
obtained from the OIT, U. S. Department of 
Commerce. Any such requests should refer to 
the date and the number of the OIT Press Re 
lease (free) or of the CEB (for which there 
is a charge of 10 cents each) shown at the end 
of each item.|] 


EXPORT PRIVILEGES RESTORED TO 
PARISI—VIENNA 


All privileges of participating in U. S. 
exports were restored to the Vienna branch 
of Francesco Parisi, international freight for- 
warding organization, by OIT on January 11, 
1952. The firm previously was to have been 
suspended from export privileges for 30 days 
beginning January 14, 1952. Other offices of 
Francesco Parisi were not suspended. 

Suspension of Parisi-Vienna was  re- 
scinded because additional evidence, not 
previously available to OIT, revealed that 
the export-control violation which led to the 
denial of export privileges was not wilfully or 
knowingly committed by the Vienna branch. 

In rescinding its previous action, OIT also 
took into consideration such extenuating 
circumstances as the otherwise good reputa- 
tion of the Vienna concern and its parent 
organization, whose head office, in Trieste, 
originally called OIT’s attention to the ir- 
regularities involved in the case. 

The transaction which led to OIT’s sus- 
pension order involved the unauthorized di- 
version of three U. S. jeeps, licensed for ship- 
ment to Smoliner and Kratky, Vienna auto 
sales agency, from Austria to Yugoslavia. 
Smoliner and Kratky, suspended from all 
U. S. export privileges for 3 months be- 
ginning December 14, 1951, continue under 
suspension. (OIT-912, Jan. 11, 1952.) 


EXPORTS OF MACHINE TOOLS AND 
METALWORKING MACHINERY 


Beginning February 1, 1952, nonportable, 
power-driven machine tools and metalwork- 
ing machines will be licensed for export only 
if they are in the possession of the license 
applicant or available to him on a rated 
order basis. 

This applies to various types of lathes; 
boring, broaching, milling, drilling, grinding, 
and forging machines; metalworking presses, 
foundry equipment; and other types of ma- 
chine tools and metalworking machines. 

OIT’s new policy is in accordance with the 
National Production Authority’s Order M-41, 
which prohibits manufacturers from deliver- 
ing certain metalworking machines having 
a producer's list price of $350 or more to a 
private buyer except on a rated order basis. 

In carrying out its new policy on and 
after February 1, OIT will require all license 
applications covering such machine tools and 
metalworking machines (Schedule B Nos. 
740005 through 744319, 744410 through 
745298, 745509, and 745990) to be accompa- 
nied by one of the following: 

1) A statement that a DO rating has been 
assigned. 

2) A request for special supply assistance 
(on Form IT-835). 

3) In the case of exports to Mutual Se- 
curity Agency countries, a statement that 
Form IT-835 has been submitted to MSA. 

4) Evidence that the equipment is avail- 
able to the license applicant (an acceptance 
or commitment letter from his supplier, evi- 
dence of ownership, or other proof that the 
amount of material covered by the applica- 
tion is available to the applicant). 

Pending applications will be returned 
without action to the applicant after Febru- 
ary 1 if one of these four statements or forms 
has not been submitted to OIT before that 


date. In submitting the required informa- 
tion, applicants should refer to the case 
numbers assigned to their applications by 
OIT. (OIT-913; CEB-654, Jan. 17, 1952.) 


REVISED EXPORT LICENSE APPLICATION 
FORM 


A revised export license application form 
(IT-—419) will be available for use by export- 
ers on a trial basis through April 15, 1952. 

During the trial period, OIT will accept 
applications on either the revised form or 
the Form IT-419 that is currently in use. 
After April 15, applications on the current 
form (as revised August 1949, and August 
1950) will be returned to the applicants for 
resubmission on the revised form. 

Since the ‘test’ may lead to further 
changes in the form, OIT cautioned exporters 
against having too many of the forms re- 
printed for their use. 

The newly revised form is being issued in 
two copies, one of which is to be submitted 
to OIT and the other to be kept by the 
applicant. 

Except for clarification of some of the in- 
structions for filling in the form, and re- 
arrangement of some of the items covered, 
the revised form differs very little from the 
one currently in use. An advantage of the 
revised form is that it requires only a single 
certification. If the present form is used, 
dual certification is required for some com- 
modities. 

Copies of the newly revised form are ob- 
tainable at all field offices of the Department 
of Commerce and through OIT in Washing- 
ton. (OIT-914; CEB-—654, Jan. 17, 1952.) 


FILING DATES FOR EXPORT LICENSE 
APPLICATIONS 


The dates on which exporters may submit 
second-quarter export license applications 
covering certain non-CMP nonferrous metals 
and manufactures and third-quarter applica- 
tions for CMP steel and nonferrous commod- 
ities are as follows: 


Suhmis- 
sion dates, 
Sched- second 
ule B Commodity quarter, 
No. 1952 
METALS AND MANUFACTURES 
Non-C MP commodities with process- 
ing code NONF: 
Aluminum and manufactures Feb.1-15 
Copper and manufactures Feb. 1-15 
Brass and bronze manufactures Feb. 1-15 
Lead, nickel, tin, zinc, and manu- 
factures Feb, 1-15 
651517 Babbitt metal Feb. 1-15 
664514 Cadium metal, alloys, dross, flue 


dust, residues, and scrap (includ 
ing metallic shapes J Feb. 1-15 


Third-quarter applications covering CMP 
materials with the processing code STEE and 
CMP materials with the processing code 
NONF are to be filed February 15-29. (OIT- 
915; CEB—654, Jan. 17, 1952) 


IRON AND STEEL SCRAP AND PiG IRON 
EXPORTS 


Export quotas of 25,000 short tons of iron 
and steel scrap and 2,500 short tons of pig 
iron have been established for the first quar- 
ter of 1952. Rigid ceilings and other re- 
strictions have been placed on exports of 
both classes of commodities to protect do- 
mestic supplies. 

Exports of iron and steel scrap, previously 
under six-months’ quotas, have now been 
placed under a quarterly quota to permit 
closer coordination between export licensing 
and domestic supplies. The total quantity 
authorized for export in 1951 was 108,000 
short tons, or an average of 27,000 tons per 
quarter. 

(Continued on p. 28) 
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Exhibitions Branch, 
Office of International Trade 


Outstanding Belgian Fairs 
Are International in Scope 


Among the many fairs and exhibitions 
held annually in Belgium for the purpose of 
fostering domestic and foreign trade, the 
following important 1952 events are of 
international scope: 

The thirty-fifth International Automobile 
and Cycle Exhibition, Brussels, January 9— 
30; International Agricultural Machinery and 
Products Exhibition, Brussels, February 17 
24; International Trade Fair, Brussels, April 
26—May 11; International Trade Fair, Liege, 
April 26—-May 11; International Industries 
Fair, Ghent, September 13-28. Information 
on last year’s events was published in For- 
EIGN COMMERCE WEEKLY during 1951. 

Sources of information in the United 
States on Belgian fairs are the Belgian 
Chamber of Commerce in the United States, 
Inc., 50 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, N. Y.; 
the Belgian Tourist Office, 422 Madison 
Avenue, New York 17, N. Y.; and the Office 
of the Commercial Counselor, Belgian Em- 
bassy, 1780 Massachusetts Avenue, NW., 
Washington 8, D. C. 


Dates Set for 1952 
Swiss Industries Fair 


The thirty-sixth Swiss Industries Fair will 
take place in Basel, Switzerland, from April 
19 to 29, 1952. More than 2,000 exhibitors 
are expected to participate with displays of 
a wide variety of products from such Swiss 
industries as watchmaking, textile, ma- 
chine, electrical, and others specializing in 
export trade. 

At last year’s fair there were nearly 2,150 
exhibitors, who occupied a total exhibition 
area of 1,000,000 square feet. Attendance 
was 670,000, of whom 11,750 were recorded 
at the foreign visitors office as coming from 
72 countries. However, of the visitors who 
did not register, it is estimated that nearly 
30,000 were foreign visitors. Further in- 
formation on the 1951 fair is available in 
FOREIGN COMMERCE WEEKLY of September 10, 
1951. 

Foreign traders interested in the 1952 event 
should communicate directly with Dr. Th. 
Brogle, Director, Foire Suisse d’Echantillons, 
61 Clarastrasse, Basel 21, Switzerland; or 
with the Office of the Commercial Counselor, 
Legation of Switzerland, 3215 Cathedral 
Avenue NW., Washington 8, D. C. 


Liege Trade Fair Invites 
United States Participation 


The International Trade Fair of Liege, 
April 26—-May 11, 1952, will deal primarily 
with the products of the mining, heavy 
equipment, mechanical engineering, and 
electrical industries. It is reported that the 
1951 Fair was attended by visitors from 34 
countries. Nearly 40 percent of the exhib- 
itors (estimated at 800) represented foreign 
firms; among these were 68 American firms. 
The foreign goods displayed were viewed not 
only by numerous Belgian buyers but also 
by visitors from Great Britain, Western Ger- 
many, France, and the Netherlands. 

American firms are invited to take a 
greater part in the 1952 event. Of special 
interest this year would be exhibits showing 
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the handling, working, and electrification of 
collieries, displays dealing with hydroelectric 
power stations, and with the utilization of 
laminated steel products. 

Persons interested in taking part in the 
1952 event may either communicate directly 
with Paul Lejeune, Director, Foire Inter- 
nationale de Liege, 17 Boulevard D’Avroy, 
Liege, Belgium; or through the Office of the 
Commercial Counselor, Belgian Embassy, 
1780 Massachusetts Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton 8, D. C. 


1952 Dates of Spanish 
International Fairs Set 


The International Trade Fairs of Valencia 
and Barcelona, Spain, will be held on May 
10-30 and June 10-30, 1952, respectively, ac- 
cording to communications recently received 
from fair officials. 

Details on the results of the 1951 events 
were published in the September 17, 1951, 
issue Of FOREIGN COMMERCE WEEKLY. 

Further information may be obtained 
either directly from the International Trade 
Fairs, Barcelona or Valencia, Spain; or 
through the Office of the Commercial At- 
taché, Spanish Embassy, 2558 Massachusetts 
Avenue, NW., Washington, D. C. Antonio 
B, Caragol, 121 Broad Street, New York 4, 
N. Y., is the United States representative of 
these fairs. 


Kenya Royal Agricultural 
Show Reported Successful 


The Kenya Royal Agricultural Show held 
at Nakuru on October 17-20, 1951, was de- 
clared one of the most successful shows ever 
sponsored by the Royal Agricultural Society 
of Kenya. About 25,000 people attended. 

European and African farmers exhibited 
cattle. The Kenya Veterinary Department, 
the Railways, Department of Agriculture, 
Meteorological Service, Public Works De- 
partment, Forestry Department, Arbor So- 
ciety, Horticulture Society, all had exhibits 
at the show. 

A number of prominent United States 
firms were represented with exhibits. In the 
trade-show area were automobile, motor- 
cycle, and farm-machinery exhibits. Of 
special interest were two exhibits of milking 
machinery. One stand showed wattle bark 
from the time it is taken from the tree until 
it is ready for use in tanning. 

Further information on this event and 
the 1952 show, scheduled for June 19-21, may 
be obtained directly from the Royal Agri- 
cultural Society of Kenya, P. O. Box 500, 
Showground, Nakuru, Kenya. 


France Displays Products From 
Its Industries in Mexico City 


A French Industrial Exposition was held at 
the Centro Deportivo, Mexico City, Mexico, 
from November 22 to December 9, 1951, under 
the auspices of the Association of Mechanical 
and Metalworking Industries (Le Syndicat 
General des Industries Mecaniques & Trans- 
formatrices des Metaux), Paris, which is par- 
tially subsidized by the French Government. 
Since the inspection of the French program 
for foreign exhibits in 1946, such events have 
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BUSINESS INFORMATION 
SERVICE 


The following new releases, published 
by the Office of International Trade, are 
available from Department of Commerce 
Field Offices or from the Division of Print- 
ing Services, U. S. Department of Cor- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Where a 
price is indicated, remittance should ac- 
company the order. The Business In- 
formation Service is also available on a 
subscription basis. The price of Part 2, 
which consists of the releases issued by 
the Office of International Trade, is $5 
a year to domestic subscribers and $6.25 
to foreign. 


Japan—Summary of Basic Economic 


Information. World Trade Series No. 
137. November 1951. 17 pp. Price 20 
cents. 


Monthly Sterling—Dollar Trade Re- 
view, October 1951. World Trade Series 
No. 143. November 1951. 8 pp. Price 
10 cents. 

Canadian Corporation and Personal 
Income Taxes. World Trade Series No. 
144. November 1951. 5 pp. Price 5 
cents. 

Japan—Regulations Governing the 
Entry of Baggage and Effects. World 
Trade Series No. 145. November 1951. 
2 pp. Price 5 cents. 

General Features of Tariff and Trade 
Regulations of the United Kingdom. 
World Trade Series No. 146. November 
1951. 2pp. Free. 

General Features of Tariff and Trade 
Regulations of Ireland. World Trade 
Series No. 147. November 1951. 2 pp. 
Free. 

Application of Import Tariff System of 
Greece, World Trade Series No. 148. 
November 1951. 3 pp. Free. 

Preparing Shipments to French Soma- 
liland, Madagascar, and Reunion—Doc- 
umentary Requirements and Customs 


Regulations. World Trade Series No. 
149. November 1951. 18 pp. Price 20 
cents. 


Sending Gift Packages to the Republic 
of Korea (Revised). World Trade Series 
No. 150. December 1951. 2 pp. Free. 

Uruguay—Import and Exchange Con- 
trols. World Trade Series No. 151. No- 
vember 1951. 3 pp. Price 5 cents. 

Application of Import Tariff System of 
the Federal Republic of Germany and 
Western Berlin. World Trade Series No. 
152. December 1951. 3 pp. Free. 

Application of Chilean Import Control 
Regulations to Prohibited and Restricted 
Import Items. World Trade Series No. 
153. December 1951. 15 pp. Price 15 
cents. 

Malaya and Singapore—Import and 
Export Guide. World Trade Series No. 
154. December 1951. 12 pp. Price 15 
cents. 

Monthly Sterling-Dollar Trade Re- 
view—November 1951. World Trade 
Series No. 156. December 1951. 8 pp. 
Price 10 cents. 

Preparing Shipments to Belgian Congo 
and Ruanda-Urundi—Documentary Re- 
quirements and Customs Regulations. 
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World Trade Series No. 157. 
1951. 9 pp. Price 10 cents. 
Brazil—Summary of Basic Economic 


December 


Information. World Trade Series No. 
158. December 1951. 12 pp. Price 15 
cents. 


Sending Gift Packages to Canada. 
World Trade Series No. 159. December 


1951. 2 pp. Free. 
Foreign Government Purchasing 
Agencies. World Trade Series No. 160. 


January 1952. 6 pp. Price 10 cents. 

Preparing Shipments to Somaliland 
(Trust Territory Under Italian Adminis- 
tration) — Documentary Requirements 
and Customs Regulations. World Trade 
Series No. 162. December 1951. 6 pp. 
Price 10 cents. 

United States Trade with ERP Coun- 
tries and Other Western Europe—Janu- 
ary—June 1950 and 1951 and Quarterly 
July 1950—June 1951. Business Informa- 
tion Service—International Trade Sta- 
tistics Series. November 1951. 24 pp. 
Price 25 cents. 

Total United States Export and Import 
Trade—January-September 1951. Bus- 
iness Information Service—International 
Trade Statistics Series. November 1951. 
10 pp. Price 10 cents. 

United States Trade With the Near 
East and Africa—January—June 1950 
and 1951 and Quarterly July 1950—June 
1951. Business Information Service— 
International Trade Statistics Series. 
December 1951. 14 pp. Price 15 cents. 

Malayan Foreign Trade, 1949 and 
1950—A Statistical Summary. Business 
Information Servic e—lInternational 
Trade Statistics Series. November 1951. 
4 pp. Price 5 cents. 

Indonesian Foreign Trade, 1949 and 
1950—A Statistical Summary. Business 
Information Servic e—International 
Trade Statistics Series. November 1951. 
4 pp. Price 5 cents. 

Total United States Export and Import 
Trade—January—October 1951. Busi- 
ness Information Service—International 
Trade Statistics Series. December 1951. 
10 pp. Price 10 cents. 

India’s Foreign Trade, Fiscal Years 
1949-50 and 1950-51—A Statistical Sum- 
mary. Business Information Service— 
International Trade Statistics Series. 
November 1951. 5 pp. Price 5 cents. 

United States Trade With Latin Amer- 
ica—January—June 1950 and 1951 and 
Quarterly July 1950—June 1951. Business 
Information Servic e—International 
Trade Statistics Series. December 1951. 
18 pp. Price 20 cents. 





Export-Control Develop- 
ments 
(Continued from p. 26) 


In licensing against the new scrap quota, 
OIT will approve only the minimum quanti- 
ties necessary to meet the urgent needs of 
contiguous (Mexican) areas traditionally and 
directly dependent on the United States for 
their scrap supplies, or to dispose of distress 
scrap not usable in the United States. 

The export quota for iron and steel scrap 
covers No. 1 heavy and No. 2 melting steel 
scrap, baled sheet melting scrap, borings, 
shovelings, and turnings (steel melting 
scrap), iron scrap, and other types of scrap, 
except tinplated and terneplated scrap. 

Pig iron has not been under quantitative 
limitations for about two years. Such lim- 
itation is now needed to prevent excessive 
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drain on U.S. supplies of melting stock for 
steel production. 

In licensing against the pig iron and scrap 
quotas, which cover all grades of material, 
OIT will continue to require applicants to 
furnish an acceptance or commitment letter 
from the supplier, proof of ownership, or 
other evidence that the amount of material 
covered by their applications is available to 
them. (OIT-917, Jan. 17, 1952.) 


EXportT LICENSING OF COTTON LINTERS 
AND PULP 


A total of 284,898 bales of cotton linters 
and pulp (bleached linters) was licensed for 
export between August 1, 1951, the beginning 
of the new crop year, and January 15, 1952. 
This quantity covers 147,530 bales of raw 
cotton linters and 137,368 bales of pulp. 

In the period January 3 through 15, 1952, 
21,769 bales of linters and pulp were li- 
censed, as follows: France, 12,982 bales; 
Germany, 6,663 bales; Japan, 2,073 bales; 
Dominican Republic, 49 bales; and Union of 
South Africa, 2 bales. 

On January 3, when licensing figures were 
last reported, OIT announced that issuance 
of licenses for exports of cotton linters and 
pulp to Australia, Belgium, England, Italy, 
The Netherlands, Sweden, and Switzerland 
was being suspended temporarily, pending 
further review of the U. S. supply-demand 
situation. Newly available figures on exports 
as well as on domestic and foreign require- 
ments for U.S. linters and pulp indicate that 
it is now possible to issue additional licenses 
for exports of linters and pulp to those coun- 
tries, OIT announced on January 17. 

Except for ‘“hand-processed”’ cases, all 
licenses issued after January 31, 1952, to 
cover exports of cotton linters and pulp will 
be valid only through July 31, 1952. For the 
time being, licenses covering “hand-proc- 
essed”’ cases will continue to be validated for 
30 days. (OIT-916, Jan. 17, 1952.) 





FAIRS and 
EXHIBITIONS 
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been held in Lisbon, Barcelona, 


Milan, 
Frankfurt am Main, Helsinki, Copenhagen, 
Poznan, Basel, Buenos Aires, and New Delhi. 
Future showings are planned for Karachi and 
the Near East. 

This exhibition is reported to be the first 
foreign commercial or industrial exhibition 


ever held in Mexico. About 200 exhibitors 
displayed their goods over an area of about 
5 acres. Total attendance was estimated at 
30,000. Articles displayed, ranging from 
tapestries to heavy equipment, were reported 
valued at $1,000,000. A few machine tools, 
including precision and heavy-duty lathes, 
gear-cutting machines, grinders, drill presses, 
and various kinds of woodworking machines 
were shown. Most of the French crawler and 
wheel-type tractors on display were sold 
within the first week. The carding and 
weaving machines displayed received the at- 
tention of many visitors as did the demon- 
strations of a seven-shuttle jacquard loom 
of the “‘pick-pick”’ type. Displays of French 
cloth, fashion designs, perfumes, costume 
jewelry, and photographic, surgical, and op- 
tical equipment also were popular. Guaran- 
ties of early delivery dates and low-price 
quotations were reported to have been given 
to Mexican firms. 

Further information on this event may be 
obtained from Le Syndicat General des In- 
dustries Mecaniques & Transformatrice des 
Metaux, Service de L’Expansion Commerciale, 
10 Avenue Hoche, Paris 8, France; or through 
the Office of the Commercial Counselor, 
French Embassy, 2129 Wyoming Avenue, NW., 
Washington, D. C. 








NEWS by COMMODITIES 
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INDONESIAN RADIO IMPORTS 


Radio receivers, by value, imported into 
Indonesia were provisionally indicated at 
423,000 rupiahs for July, 624,000 rupiahs for 
August, and 1,186,000 rupiahs for September 
1951 (official rate of exchange 3.80 rupiahs— 
US$1). 

To obtain an import license for radios an 
importer must have been appointed the ex- 
porter’s exclusive distributor for the area. 
This requirement is laid down by the Kantor 
Pusat Urusan (Import Office). In addition, 
the local firm must be recognized as an im- 
porter of radios by the Djawatan Organizatie 
Usaha Rakjat, of the Ministry of Economic 
Affairs. Such recognition ordinarily will not 
be extended unless the firm is predominantly 
of Indonesian nationality. This proviso is 
effected extraofficially and is a part of the In- 
donesian Government’s attempt to build up 
an indigenous importer class (the so-called 
Benteng group). 


Textiles 


SERICULTURE—EAST PAKISTAN 


Sericulture in Pakistan is quite old, but 
has been declining in importance for several 
decades. Partition and the currency dispute 
between India and Pakistan cut off East 
Pakistan's market to India and dealt a severe 
blow to the industry. 

Silkworm rearing is carried on by peasants. 
With the exception of two small privately 
owned filature plants, processing and weav- 
ing are on a cottage-industry basis. The 
silk producers are not organized, nor are 
there any cooperative societies to promote 
and develop the industry. It has been esti- 
mated that 1951 reelings amounted to around 
50,000 pounds each of raw silk and silk 
waste. Local weavers use from 30,000 to 
40,000 pounds. 


Tobacco 


BRAZILIAN TOBACCO CROP AND TRADE 


The 1950-51 Brazilian tobacco crop is un- 
officially estimated at 105,371 metric tons, 
compared with 96,595 tons for the 1949-50 
crop and 88,856 tons for the 1948-49 crop. 

Weather conditions in southern Brazil for 
the 1950-51 crop were reported favorable for 
flue and air-cured tobacco, which resulted 
in good crops, whereas a reduction in pro- 
duction was reported from Bahia because of 
unfavorable weather. 

Exports of Brazilian leaf and twist tobacco 
in the first 5 months of 1951 amounted to 
8,541 metric tons, as compared with 11,864 
tons during the corresponding period of 1950. 

Practically all the Rio Grande do Sul 1950- 
51 flue-cured and air-cured stocks have been 
disposed of. Trade sources estimate existing 
stocks of these two varieties in warehouses 
and held by exporters at about 2,000 metric 
tons. Bahia, the cigar tobacco center, re- 
ports a large unsold stock from the 1950-51 
crop estimated between 9,750 and 10,500 met- 
ric tons, of which 7,500 metric tons are in 
the hands of exporters at Salvador (Bahia) 
and the remainder is held by growers. 

No important Brazilian tobacco price 
changes have been noted since March 1951, 
except in Bahia, where prices increased on 
account of the high price paid to growers at 
the beginning of the year, when it was felt 
that the crop was going to be even smaller. 

Brazil’s exports in 1951 and 1952 are tenta- 
tively forecast at 25,000 and 26,000 metric 
tons, respectively, as compared with 36,673 
tons in 1950. Increased domestic consump- 
tion, exchange difficulties, and lower carry- 
overs are expected to reduce exports despite 
larger production. 
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